2023 Annual
Journalism Contest
Awards Presentation

Forsgate Country Club, Monroe — April 25, 2024




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

WEEKLY
PHOTOGRAPHY
RESULTS



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Ocean City Sentinal



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

General News
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Playing to the
Audience




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Double Slam




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards — Sports Feature

Sports Feature

THIRD PLACE \ gl'
tal B\ E‘ﬁ

‘
.

David Nahan

'"

Not Me




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
THIRD PLACE

Craig D. Schenck

Crazy Susan
The Cookie
Queen




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Action
SECOND

PLACE
David Nahan

Soft Landing




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature
SECOND
PLACE
David Nahan

Focused




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Feature
Picture Story
SECOND

PLACE
David Nahan

Flag Football




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Portrait
SECOND
PLACE
David Nahan

Pied Piper




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

General News
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Business Plunge



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Action
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Wait For Me




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Women'’s Lifeguard
Championship




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Feature
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Not Staying Down




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture
Story
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

The Task at Hand




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Portrait =
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Unconventional
Beauty Queen




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

The SandPaper



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Weekly Photography Awards
Sports Feature 2.
Picture Story =

THIRD PLACE

David Biggy

First Female
State Champ



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Feature
THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Pelicans Soaring




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture
Story
THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Frances Anne



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Pictorial
THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Teachable
Moment




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Spot News
SECOND
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Wires Sparking




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

PLACE
Jack Reynolds

General News — »
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Shelter Dog




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Feature
SECOND
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Dog on Board




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture
Story
SECOND

ngli' |gEgy

Southern Regional
Graduation 2023



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Pictorial
SECOND
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Kayak Fishing




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Protest, Rally
Or Gathering
SECOND

JadRIFAGEIds

Wind and Whales



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Going to the
Championship




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

Pictorial
FIRST PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Ocean Love




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

The Westfield Leader




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Protest, Rally
Or Gathering
FIRST PLACE

Paul Lachenauer

Anger on
Both Sides




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Weekly Photography Awards

Spot News
FIRST PLACE

Lauren S. Barr

14-Hour Standoff




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography Awards

BEST IN SHOW




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Photography — Best in Show

Wait
For

We
David
Ocean City Sentinel sl




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

DAILY — UNDER 15,000
PHOTOGRAPHY
RESULTS



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Courier-Post



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Spot News
SECOND

PLACE
Chris LaChall

Officials
Respond to
Deadly House




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Courier News



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Action
SECOND

PLACE
Alexander Lewis

Marisa Rose
Bowl All-Star
Game 1




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

The Express-Times



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE

Saed Hindash

Dirty Play




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
THIRD PLACE

Saed Hindash

Track-and-Field
Athlete




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Feature
SECOND

PLACE
Saed Hindash

Flippin’ Graduate




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

eneral News
FIRST PLACE

Saed Hindash

Water Break




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Action
FIRST PLACE

Saed Hindash

Off the Draw



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE

Saed Hindash

Proud Coach




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Feature
FIRST PLACE

Saed Hindash

Ride On



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Best Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Saed Hindash

Hindash
Portfolio




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

The Jersey Journal



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Spot News
THIRD PLACE

Joe Shine

Barge Blaze




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

General News
THIRD PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan

Wish Granted



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

Feature
THIRD PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan

Resilient City
Park



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

General News
SECOND

PLACE
Reena Rose Sibayan

Chance at
Redemption




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

General News
Picture Story
SECOND

PLACE
Reena Rose Sibayan

Cop for a Day




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
SECOND

~ PLACE
Michael T. Dempsey

The Reverend
Rufus Strother




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA
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Best Portfolio
SECOND

PLACE
Reena Rose Sibayan

Portfolio




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Spot News -

Reena Rose Sibayan

Seven-Alarm Fire




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

General News
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan

Vigil for Andrew
Washington




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan

Owner Closes
Bar After 30
Years




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA
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Protest, Rally
or Gathering
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan

Vigil for Drew




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

BEST IN SHOW
Daily - Under 15,000




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Owner Closes
Bar After 30 Years

Reena Rose
Sibayan

The Jersey Journal




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

DAILY — OVER 15,000
PHOTOGRAPHY
RESULTS



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Asbury Park Press



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

General News
THIRD PLACE

Thomas Costello

Beached Boat




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA
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Sports Feature
Picture Story
THIRD PLACE

Peter Ackerman

& N_J JERSEY
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Mat Dreams




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Feature Picture
Story
THIRD PLACE

[ 3 Qz F
HATE HAS NO HOME
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Peter Ackerman

Homeless Camp




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Pictorial
THIRD PLACE

Peter Ackerman

Egret




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

Spot News
SECOND

PLACE
Thomas Costello

Overturned
Truck




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
SECOND

PLACE
Peter Ackerman

Preservationist




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Pictorial
SECOND

PLACE
Thomas Costello

Fireworks Aerial




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Best Portfolio
SECOND

PLACE
Peter Ackerman

Portfolio




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Spot News
FIRST PLACE

Thomas Costello

Asbury Park
Flooding




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

n L=
Portrait '
FIRST PLACE N I

Tanya Breen

Young and Old




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

A,

Pictorial
FIRST PLACE

Doug Hood

Cross Pier




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

The Record (Bergen)



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Portrait
THIRD PLACE

Danielle
Parhizkaran

Leeana Mercado
On the Mat




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

General News
SECOND

PLACE
Tarig Zehawi

Tears on a
Hero’s Helmet




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Feature
SECOND

PLACE
Kevin Wexler

Countdown
to Graduation




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Feature Picture ﬂ
Story L He
SECOND
PLACE
Danielle
Parhizkaran

Day in the Life
Of Gov. Murphy



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

== 7

General News
FIRST PLACE

Chris Pedota

Grieving for
Slain NJ
Councilwoman




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

General News
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE

Michael Karas

Supporters
Demand Justice
for Najee




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE

Chris Pedota

Jets Coach
Outraged



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Feature
FIRST PLACE

Anne-Marie
Caruso

Fun is the Point
At Drag Brunch




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Protest, Rally
Or Gathering
FIRST PLACE

Michael Karas

Justice for
Najee Rally




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

The Star-Ledger



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE

Andrew Mills

Finish Line




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Feature
THIRD PLACE

Andrew Mills

Rutgers Wins!




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

Feature
THIRD PLACE

Julian Leshay

Morris County
9/11 Memorial




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Action
SECOND

PLACE
Chris Faytok

High Jump
Champ




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Sports Feature
SECOND

PLACE
Andrew Mills

State
Championship
Celebration




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Feature
Picture Story
SECOND

PLACE
Chris Faytok

2023 NJSIAA
Wrestling
Championships




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Action
FIRST PLACE

Andrew Mills

End Zone




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Photography Awards

Sports Feature
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE

Scott Faytok

el |
FENDAY | |
PARK

High School
Hockey at
Fenway




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

Feature Picture
Story s — ™
FIRST PLACE S
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Andrew Mills

Fourth of July
From the Sky



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Photography Awards

Best Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Andrew Mills

New Jersey 2023



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Grieving for Slain
NJ Councilwoman

Chris
Pedota

The Record




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

JOURNALISM
AWARDS




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

WEEKLY
EDITORIAL/ONLINE
RESULTS



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Cape May County
Herald Times




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Online/Editorial Awards

He

aect
sa

Special Subject
Writing N
THIRD PLACE
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in anyo
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]ew1sh Leaders Say Education o

|}
~ Venues Across Ocean City
| Is Needed to Combat Antisemitism -~ “=%%
T Plan your dining
By Christopher South O |4 andentertainment

) BINE - Jane Stark has been fighting :‘:d‘:ﬂ':‘xm
antisemitism for more than 40 years.
et il s SHORE s

ucation is one of the keys in that battle REAL ESTATE &
FINANCE

(Page Please)

d the sea mammal fatalities

And that the battle begins at home.

“Children are not barn with hate or prejudice,” u
she said Local real estate, plus
Stark and other Jes Jeaders say education W w-fwbuymg.sdllng
than ever in light of the and investing.
'd Hamas, and the an- Page A43-A51

tisemitism Incidents around the nation and world
that have resulted WEEKLY FEATURES
She believes a lack of education, coupled with $ Real AS1
e root cause of many probl Zel A4
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2023

Weekly Online/Editori

Fresh Approach to
Routine Reporting
THIRD PLACE

Christopher South

Famous Dennis Township
Chair Finally Falls

ial Awards

Better Newspaper Contest

Check out @
Home for — -3
the Holidays A2y
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Famous Dennis Township Chair
Finally Falls

‘“le chair that was the subject of the 'Chair Wa(:h' Facebook group was blown down off its

North Dennis due to high wis

The chair that became a social media darling
on Facebook met a disappointing end after
being blown off its perch in North Dennis.

By Christopher South

NORTH DENI aight-line starm known
253 micraburst hit Cape May County twa ta three
years ago and ripped the roof aff a on Raute
47, also kno dawn the ck
0d-Trame house, located
with an attic full
ng, including a chair balanced pre
cariously at the south edge of the structure, where
the chimney fell, taking most of the siding with it

The chair, and to some extent a red suitca
social media darkings and the

1382 Rou

m
Still Standing,” is 1 ger in fact standing, as
of Monday, Dec. 11. The property awner, Mike

Litchka, confirmed the chair had fallen.

The chair had been ¢ ject of Philadelphia
television news rep
en has a place on
ecently reported that Litchko had taken out a
demolition permit on the damaged house, Nov. 2

the township issued him a complaint, dated
laring his property unfit for haman

pt. 21,
habitation
Litchko told the Herald that he bought the house
previous owner died, and that the items
the attic never belonged to him - they
ly left there. He said he plans to de
himself and might have already
¢ that his excavatar needed 1o be
he was waiting for a part
Litchko is also looking, for assurance
could *build back,” meaning rebuild on
The question of whether he could rebuild on
footprint and to th
essica Fe
truction Office.
Yes, he can,” Ferrier said in an email to the

ition
actul demolition will likely
enter of atten.
wn. Ironically, the
chait that was revealed to the public by ane type of
storm met its end as the result of another - notably
the same sta m that spawned two dozen
tortiadoes in the south

Miatt Brudy, Lo

rologist with the National
ant Holly, confirmed that
Cape May County were part
(e systom that ad dea diy consequences

in other states,
twas part of the same system but

ent outcomes,” Brudy said
Generally, the Cape May County area had 1.5
3 inches of rain (Wa
house, had 2 inches of ra
Zusts, with gusts nea
v said the highest
at of Cape May

ith differ.

bine, nearest the chair
|and 4
) mph along the share
d wind gust was 48

el aver Wchanda.
Ao e, ) 08242

Eating
Cheesesteaks
With Elvis
Came With
the Territory

Rio Grande’s
Lou Carbo, a
Retired Police
man and Body-
guard, Tells of
His Celebrity
Encounters

\ | By Karen Knight
Lou Carbo

RIO GRANDE - Not
everyone gets to meet
celebrities in their work, but for Lou Carba,
a retire Iphia palice s
now lives in Rio Grande, mesting people like
Elvis Presiey, the pope, Marlo Thomas, Phil
Donahue, Andrea McArdle and others was just
part of his job.

As a police officer for 32 years, Carbo, now
85, spent some of his time working a side
job with a citywide limousine service that
provided security protection to celebrities. He
subsequently became part of the Philadelphia
Police Department's dignitary protection unit
and served asa bodyguard for Andrea McArdle,
4 Philadelphis-born singer and actress best
xnown for originating the role of Annie in the
Braadway musical of that name.

Through these security roles, he found
himself enjoying Philly cheesesteaks with
Evis, staying at Liberace's house outside Las
Vegas, driving for guests of "The Mike Douglas
Show” and having dinner with Roger Moore,
the third actar to play James Bon:

(Page A8 Please)

The Herald Supp

NJPA
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Business/Economic

Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Shay Roddy

Clermont Lodge; Black Cactus;
Avalon Hodge Podge

Online/Editorial Awards

Better Newspaper Contest

The Mernbd & 0w seadabes

By SHAY RODOY

CLEIMONT - On 2 3acow a¥fshaoe parcel &1
o T and betstly woeds, & lithe wore (han § mihes
fram the besches of Ambx, Jsbe Cazsers St, 3
devehiper who bas redubirated soese of Priade
phis's mant recagrizble and Sivoec beldiag,
sees an opportiniy for & resors, the Uhes of which
Cape May Countty 2ua sewer men.

Cansers, whs receatly subesiied & Visksce

Far being e man Setvind fhe restorstion of

appiication 93 the Decnis Townutlp C:
Lied Usee Board foe e rastie, bigh esd retres be
plara far the (ntereection of Foetes 9 xad 0, s
Dot an oqually bepeessive partiolo of lrge sonde,
ew devekopraes: projects.

He Is poesident of Bricksione, & soull Priadel
phis real extace developrzent fien with = eye
ig projects and a $xcus 00 placensaking.

iphie leadrark 'y and all s
Pder and 1he aqaly mcaguiable Lt Breck-
ot's Geparteett sove, whete be bow beops ks
©lfica, Connars s srpeisdagly unariestatioas.

Whes be ot ¢ bepoenet o & colfee stop %
€haus bix caxpary’s Ant forwy ints Cape May
County, & preject be estiraes will cont $65 allion
12 $70 rider, whih be plars % ol Cermax

Lodgs, e Dapped o4t of 3 Ford Ranger pickp
truck, bet wessrg & 251, bt ratber stxple bhae
Joans a4 2 camccflage hat Sam 3 bacal batané-
tackde stere

Aloer the Faeeting, 3o drove e reperies oY road
34 5 e peopxoed sile, D beuscives scuptag
agaist the xides of X truck and free erizk istars

(Page A9 Fease)

County Commissioners Have Hands Full:

Dy AL CANPEILL

CRLST JLOVEN - A sencr chtzen corpleined %0
e Boand of Couonty Convmdssbaners [an. 24 s
Pars Toue tpasde

M the sume teeeing, e bourd passed & res
shaticn iz apply far & Micre-Trazst Neastbitty
Stady Sor the Gepartment with (he Souih Jeosey
Tarmpariatian Mureteg Orgartaation ($1TP0)

Coum Howse reshdent Janet fetro prased o
service el seld Lhere were *520 ity rese
thooe.” She citad 3 thres-dey advance palicy 0
bosk & ride, whch wene Hdem, prizardy serke,

i Dnacovenbens.

1 they wast to = & Wakrast, i B Crasde,
here s 00 possbiiny te charge ooe's ride to 30
1z Shopltde watead, Briss sid.

She Doted many seolers ae Arad 5 “make
weres,” %o Ly Isberale (e rigons of (he regs-
latrioon.

Newly swern Comentuner Actrew Bulshowiki
conrusea Face Fras Tarapoation, foemerty aver-
sees by ViceDtrecior £ Narke Hipes. He arged
Driro t3 have Sellow secions €recs complaints
1 bin

That ' the coly way 3 sdxtion can be faand,

Rethinking Fare Free Buses

Bedalrosict mid, adding, *We ooe o bear tham. *

Brine sibd she seor (hoee sonals 30 (he degurt
e ead s 3Dl wakizg to seceive & oy, Expe
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said abve 434 ot see any dreced 12 e with ©e
complalnt

“The cornpeier proghaes (hey use & wade S
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be acoared 60 Dhe CRmpERMT 31 3 s for e
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“We had & vereie tine perneg COL (Comser
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“1 bear what yeu e saying.” cantiasd Hives.
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Uteraype progace. Unlomuaately, he cavgury

(Page ABd Preasel
The Herald
Supports

i rerndd Dosenre

NJPA



2023

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Better Newspaper Contest

Education Writing
THIRD PLACE

Christopher South

Cape Tech Welding Students on
a Promising Career Arc

www.CapeMayCountyHerald.com

November 22 2023

Indictments
Filed Nov. 14

By VINCE CONTI

Readers are reminded that not only are all individuals
listed below presumed innocent unless proven guilty,
bat there m {so be multiple Individuals who share
the same name, even in the same town.

JRT HOUSE - A Cape May County grand jury hand-
ed up 10 indictments Nov. 14.

The abbreviation below stands for controlled
dangerous substance

Tiffany L. Huntenberg was indicted far third-d
bail jumping because she allegedly failed to shaw for a
hearing where she was facing charges of bail jumping. A
check of inmates at the Cape May {onal
Facili . In Sep
out @ relesse

Aiddle Township police put
looking for Huntenberg, a 30-year-old
t Hout

Ronald Brinkley was indicted for third degree bail
jumping afte he allegedly failed to shoy m.m-mmm,

JeﬂnyM Panm faces a fourth-degree count for op-
erating a motor vehicle during second license suspension

Louis Papa, Nestor Seda-Rivera and Connor Mul-
larkey were each individually indicted for third-degree
passession of a CDS. The drugs in question were meth-
amphetamine, fenta

Dana M. Starrett was named in 2 Je s
ment for third-degree burglary related to an incident in
Middle Township.

Danielle R. Peranteau faces a single count of
fourth-degree shoplifting from & merchant in Middle
Township.

Miguel Telley-Perez was indicted for sec
agpravated assault under circumstances that
definition of domestic violence

Christopher R. Duﬂy umm*«11-rmunu d
eluding palice in a m

SUBSCRIBE TO THE

CMCHERALD.COM
Only $50 per year for 52 weeks.

Call 609-886-8600.

Cape Tech Welding Students on a
Promising Career Arc

Cape Tech welding student Evin Lawson grinds a weld he has out on a project in
his third-year welding class. Students such as Lawson will earn certification and
in many cases can get a job right out of high school. P

By Christopher South ation, having been recruited by unions and
hnmm 5505, but he said mast need to go on
ist.secondary educatian in welding.
ate for 2 good
art Institute or
he said
n was speaking in his third-year
welding class, where the students are
warking, on certification. He sald there are
commercial welding inspectors wha come
in and make sure the students are doing

CREST HAVEN - For a lot of high school
students, the future probably seems rath

County Tec
technology program, it
this world

According to welding
san, his former studen
ale projects such s the Jam
scope. Theyve alsoweld-  things right
densers for nuclear subma He said there are
done work on the Ben Franklin  tions in the certific
Bridge, he said

Jackson said many of his students are
g right into the workforce after gradu

est, in which stress is |

ce they pass, the students will be cer-

tified thro

gh the American Welding Service
aduate from the welding techn
gramare eligibie to apply for the Charles
olarship, awarded f
secandary trade

f welding at

both night
school and day classes at Cape Tech; be has since given up
ight classes. He said he has students from all over the
Cape May County community, a community he depends
on for the welding pro

If
have a certified welding prog
businesses support the program.”

Jackson also mentioned as supporters of the program
Lunds Fisheries, Atlantic Cape
Warks, TMU, South Jersey Welding §
Burkhardt Welding, Steel Pier, multiple busi
refineries in the Philadelphia area and United Uniforms,
which has made sure students have individual wel
attire.

He said the support of the community and businesses
allows the students to have protective leathers, gloves,
£ORg)es, Tegulators, welding rods and even jobs
the community we w nat be able to
survive,” he said

Jeckson said e had been trying for years to get uniforms
for his students. Having them now helps inspire a sense
of unity in the program. He said he tells the first-year
students that they are & family, and family members help
other family members. He said each level of students
up chats where they talk about their welding

“If not

P
When the program hosts exploratary visits by poten-

idents, the alder students guide them and
ne safe in the shop environment
<aid, 100K out for students in the program,
them find job

raduat

something akin to how gealies have customi
sald the older students tend to get stal
¥ Progress
s they ask for them
Some of them cost hundreds of dollars."

While they have to learn using the traditional, old

d helmets,
f-the-art

2s,” he said.

8 Pleasef
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Best Headlines 1]
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Once eak Experience

Joe Dziublenski

Standing on a cable, nearing the top of one of
the t £ the Brooklyn Bridge, Bill Campbell
wasin blissful ignorance of the commotion he had
caused a couple hundred feet belc

Even the helicopter circling above wasn't
enough to alert Campbell to the fact that he was
the reason four of the bridge's six lanes were
closed, a Coast Guard b s deployed and EMTs
were rushed to the scene.

He was focused on the breathtaking sights of
Lower Manhattan - which he photographed with
nsive camera while he hung off the
side of the bridge’s massive suspension cables - and
the profound connection he felt with the world's
first stee bridge, which he had
studied and long admired as one of the wanders
of 19th century engineering,

L] L] L]
u The year was 1997 mpbell was not an
IS Connection to Bridages
) himmsell by somewhat easily obtaining a permit to

make an suthorized bridge climb.
P and other authorities who rushed ta the

8 68 IVIoE

Pebinbad erery Wedonsdey

SCAN FOR

A YouTube video of the El E
old drawbridge going g
to North Wildwood E
in summer 1987 and E
more photos

SUBSCRIBER EXCLUSIVE

since he was very young. In a recent interview
with the Herald, he said he moved to th

because of a connection he felt ta the boardwalk,
the amusements, the history and (of course) the
many bridges.

bas the plate at home from the ald

nd train bridge, which still stands in fragn

'\ dwood, alang with the ru
crane that had once been
move it
me of Campbell's earfiest and fand
riesare of smelling the salt air while cr
ald w 1 bridge into North Wildwood as a kid,
entering tawn by car for 3 family vacation,
"You could literally see the beams in frant of
from cars that just crossed over them, bouncing
back into place,” Campbell, 52, recalled. "We held
our breath, but we knew ere there, and it

N N . ' assible it n 3
L haps just g surprised that the person they were In 1997, bridge enthusiast Bill Campbell, a Court House resident, convinced New York City ... .
called about, Campbell, had the city's permission to give him a permit to climb to the top of the Brooklyn Bridge. ors share Campbell's nostalgla foe the quirky
, on the cables between the bridge's two iconic and dated - but memorable - bridges that carried

<hic Revival stone towers that loom 275 feet 11, of Court House, sald be felt "the reali- forever, Sept. 11,2001 shoregoers an the final leg of their road trip to
abore the East River of a dream.” paradise. A video posted to YouTube from inside
I In fact, he was having the time of his life. In an s dream he wasable to relive coe othertime, A Bridge Man in a Bridge County a car crossing that North Wikdwood drawbridge,
experience few other civilians have ever shared Manhattan Bridge a year later, in 1998, 2 has lived in Cape May County
G ra p e S Of Wrat and that none will likely replicate in today's world,  few years before the world and security changed he has been drawn to bridges (Page AI2 Please)
- PR
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Stone Harbor Council Candidates

E I GCti (0] n/ Po I iti CS Tackle Borough Issues at Q&A

By Vince Conti Tim Carney 1 the potential use of & beach utility, Carney said  vices but had ns for specific services that
Carney was the the  he lacked an understanding of how such a utility works,  might benefit

p vole-getter i
The Stone Harbor Property ( Republican primary, besting both incum- tis not a tax on property hut rather a On the CRS rating ot to discuss the
task force the council established to win back it

Assoclation hosted a virtual forum W bents, He was not familiar with the detalls remave expenses fram the backs of property yers
day, Oct. 25, so borough residents involved in some of the questions, but  Such utilities are used effectively in Cape Mayand Avalon.  rating of a level 5. He did take a position that the Flood
hear from candidates for the town's gov-  the thrust of his comments had certain  They are fees funded largely from the sale of beach  Mitigation Plan was flawed, with the project for a large
erning body consistent themes. tags. ion of the occupancy tax revenue  93rd Street pump station "illconceived.”

Two seats a e council are up for s overall message was that the council s also diverted to the beach utility Moore said he had played a role in establishing & mul-

ele ; twa incumbs nd a challenger nstituted is % occupancy tax, especially on the number of short-  tifaceted group that is grappling,
are running for the posts. The incumbents rentalsin the
are Reese Moare and Robin Casper; the a major source of revenue in a town like Cape May. It has  stations
newcomer is Tim Carbey, s member of the  quently. He called for better leadership, not been publicly d ¢ the Stone Harbor council as
borough's Zoning Board, who is running for  saying managing the borough's affairs is  a potential alternative source of revenue
council for the first time more “chess than checkers,” presumably The concept of a stormwater utility is totally different,
Only Carney and M e presel g a need exists to think t and Carney said he was not familiar with that as well. It
for the virtual Q&A. Property Owners  the implications of actions several moves would be a fee levied on property owners hargely based on s
Assoclation President Richard Fuchs said,  into the future AT poten reir property. It sets up a dedicated tions to the 127th Street groin
"Robin Casper was unable to join Carney cited the ut of the new 4 for Mood mitigation and stormwater management » expensive for the borough to con-

[ ] [ ] . .
giving no specific reascn for ber absence.  parking scheme as an example of a good  projects and even allows separate capital financing. He P $80 million
The three candidates ran against each  idea gone awry because he sald it was not  said it sounded like a tax, and it was labeled the "rain tax” I the question of the borough's use of utilities, e
ather in the Republican primary, where  managed property when it passed the Legislature in Trenton said Stone Harb ahead with a stormwater
ey and C He called attention to the loss of Com eek

per won the pa rse The lot grading and side-yard setback ordinances are  utility and posals soon
ments. Moore is not on the ballot and is  munity Rating System points caused by hot topics in the borough. Carney touched on both. He  He said le: a beach utility and argued that beach
asking, for write-in votes. the expiration of Superstorm Sandy era  expressed frustration with ordinances that are enacted fag prices in maost neighboring communities are Hsing
In Stone Harbor, the majority of p points that could have been anticipated.  and in need of change almost imme ¥ ta meet the level established by Stone Harbor last year.
He criticized the council for too easily disregarding  On the issues of the zaning ordinances, Moore mid
, have the council's rs engaging a planning professional to look at the

- €1ty OwWners are not p anent residents He was incorrect in his use of the CR. H 51
In the 2020 elections the number of reg-  numbers when he sald the borough went  tt L wing Board caly 1l
istered voters in the boraugh s 76, fromalevel 2 | ywent rewrite of the setback ardinance produce public oppx array of ordinances for consistency and their ability to
with 80% 2 ot do al  tion. He sald the root of the problem is the need to better  achieve stated goals,

dand resort communities, hasbecome  and a new design that may include some smaller pump

h comments that the re
v has not had any of its

mear

| o

any alt

The majority of property association Tty owners had taken  manage growth Moare was not supportive of the potential for selling
membership is made up of homec ng borough assets to  borough assets and said emphatically that the plan to

wrs  advantag

rney said he was against s

athe change. It was an

who are not eligible to vote example of the ¢ reduce debt. He said he was against giving second  move the public works operation off the island was dead
rather than anticipating it, C ¢ In his list of things he oppased, he e jained Carney in criticizing the state ore wind
QaA Another area he cited 1 shore wind projects. initiative. Like Carney, Moare did not offer any insights

ng the  into the dangers of climate change for the borough o dis-
sls he would suppart.
giving second bome:
s his response to the
ge that this would
it was beyond

With several individuals sharing the role  involvement and expense in He sald the turmail in barough hall, referen
of moderator for the Q&A, the candidates  93rd Street pump station project, which  conspicuous tension between the mayor and some mem-  cuss what alternative energy prop
wi d to respond to a series of que grew out of control, moving from a $3 il, saddened him. As a new puy on council, He said he
perty awners, who  million project to a $20 million project he hopes he can help beidge the gap. He added that he
in advance. before being terminated with never 2 believed in constant dlalogue with the boro

oS Propo
[ u i
M | [ ] The questions were grou| shovel in the gro and property owners.
I( I‘ i e I OW n S I gories that included budget,
, the wisdom of a beach u b

On budgets, Carney said the borough
emphasis on lot gradi spending. He

¢ needs ate debland better  Reese Moore
Vg and side-yard st manag ited the number of
fishore wind, marina  lawsuits that are "accumulating” in bor-  contributi
ghhall.  ough hall involving personal and zan council 1 event showed here since Casper was the sole ve
gree that greater budget discipline the censure and a supporter of Mayor Judith

‘s residents

how to distinguish h
g the reputation of

own  he was dismayed at
the mayor. The lack n Casper's attendance at the

ore closed sess

that shows him as an outlier on council votes, He and the  discussions prior decisions.
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Coyotes Are Everywhere in NJ, Even on Your Street

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

TOWN BANK - A Lower ship resident
reached out to the Herald recently, expre

wer the presence of coyotes in hi
hood

Edward Myers, of Town Bank, said he saw 2
large coyote walking down Cliffside Road in the
middle of the afternoon and be
Myers, B0, said he is particularly cancerned for
his wife and their York: e terrier when they are
out for walks In the nelghborhood. He sald he is
worried about any small petsand small children in
barhood, who might fall prey to “packs

ng

came concerned

rticle titled,
otes,” quoted Christian Crosby, a Ph.D candidate
in the Rutger’s University Department of Ecolog
In the article, it says coyates are not pack animal
and their social unit consists of a mated pai, their
pups, and perhaps a teenager offspring from the
previous year’s litter.
This contradicts a claim made by a Lower Town
ship resident in November 2021, who told Lower
ancil that a *den of over 70 ¢
" has been found
A den normally refers to the place where wild ani-
mals live, whereas a pack refers to a sccial group.
The Herald reached Crosby Jan. 17 and asked
him about the claim that there was such a large
pack of coyotes in one place in Lower Township.

otes

\erally, coyotes
some relationships,
ald be unheard of," €
Crosby, whois still working on a Ph.Din ecology  lic an,
as out collecting cameras along otes at any

spoke ta the Herald. He =id  enidence that private citizen
ng be had read ar seen would indicate a pack _have done sa
cayotes was possible piar to 1950.”
ven wolves top out at about 20, For 70, the  Crosby said
) resources would be immense,” Crosby said.  there are a lot
yotes, he said, move
around in solitude

't pack up. Theyarelike  ported coyotes into Cape May County; however,
k of 70 the New Jersey Division of Fish and
website addresses this, saying, “Contrary

hroughout the state

and generally that cir.
nt in sali culate
. He sald about
a coyate coyates,
social unit and they
would be tend not to b

logical. He said

of a rodent problem, but
he has talked to biclagists
at the Fish and Wildlif,
office, and they have no
record it ever happene
The rumor that the state in
troduced larger coyotes to
chase off smaller coyotes
is also nat logical.
Crosby said, in
general, coyotes are

paired with
deughtel
the mated couple.

yers said he

was told the State
of New Jersey trans- s

wide-ranging. The history of the eastern cayote
indicates they traveled from the west to the east,
where they interbred with both grey wolves and

y said coyotes generally spread cat and
that 2s males grow, they tend to be kicked out of
the range area of the parents. He said that helps
to prevent inbreeding, but as a result, males can
wander dozens or even hundreds of miles from
where they we DOTM.

A Rutgers Cooperative Extension bulletin,
co-suthored by Crosby, says that the first docu-
mented sighting of a cayote in New Jersey was in
1939 in Hunterdon County, and the first verified
report occurred in 1€ pe May County. The
bulletin says coyotes have been reported in 453 of
New Jersey's 566 municipalities, and have been
ed in all 21 counties, covering ¢
Jersey's land area

“That report is from 2012, 50 it's undoubtedly

of New

Crosby said in a place such as Cape May County,
coyotes tend to sequester until there is less activ-
ity, such as in the winter manths, bat they will go

out wh

rather n Cape May County, including
on the barrier istands, He said s the cayote
ulation increases, they are more comfortable in
expanding their territory, so coyotes are 1ik

Plesse)

Upper Board Responds to Media Coverage About
Former Superintendent’s Severance Package

meeting Jan. 23 was, at times, heated, with some speakers critic
of a separation agreement the board recently entered with former  the

Superintendent Vincent Palmieri Jr.

School Board Said
i Was Entitled to Large
Payout Under Contract

e regarding the dis
perintendent of schools, Mr.
Palmieri, and a separation
with the Board of Educa
{ the separation
ent, Including the payment
amount, reflect 3 negotisted settle
ment for a 20-year employee who ac
crued tenure in the principal position

By SHAY RODDY

and was, separately, entitled ta receiv
significant monetary compensation
caded Lo recent media coverage  under New Jersey law,” sald Cavalle
of & $300,000 severance agreement  On page |1 of the fiveyear contract
the board entered when arranging  Palmieri entered with the board of
to remave the superintendent mid:  education in 2018, which was

school year pire at the end of June, a preexisting
The attorney, Frank P Cavallo Jr,  tenure rights clause entitles him to
read 3 statement prior ta the public  become principal again if the board
camment portion of the Jah. 23 meet:  does not choose to renew him as su-
offering, the board’s first explana-  perintendent
tion of the agreement, which has had  Had Palmieri chosen to exercise his
ity stirring tenure right, he could have kicked off
Board of Education is aware a2 domina effect that would send school

Sh
Public comment during the Upper Township Board of Education N

administrators ane rung down the ladder, starting
with the current principal and continuing until the
administrator with the least seniarity was
out of a job, a scurce with knowledge of union
education contracts in New Jersey explained to
the Herald

“Palmieri was arguably entitled to a greater
t of money then the amount he received
1gh the separation agreement. As a tenured
employee (principal), Mr. Palmieri had legal
claims to a position in the district, in the event
his contract as superintendent was not renewed
Mr. Palmieri, as part of the separation agreement,
gave up thase rights,” Cavalla added.

(Page Al6 Please)
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Grapes of Wrath: Couple Get Outlet for Their Wine but
Battle Neighbors Over Their Vineyard

Robin and Mike Halpern in the backyard ol a property they r«enllv purchmd in Somers
Point. The detached garage behind them is where they plan to open an outlet to sell the wine
they soon hope to be producing at their Marmora property. Fofo Credit: Shay Roddy

Analucic

By Shay Roddy

SOMERS POINT - A hushand and wife team who
hoped to open a winery at a former Christm,
farm, a site tucked into a residential neighb
in Marmora, now plans to market their
in Somers Point

While Mike and Robin Halpern will continue
to grow and harvest grapes and plan to make
wine on the S-acre protected farmland they live
an in Marmora, they agreed as part of a site plan
approved by the county’s agriculture board not to
have any tastings, sales or ents involving,
sumption on the property.

Despite that agreement, neighbors of the Halp-
€mns are continuing to oppose the designation
of the couple's property as protected farmland,
cther issues cited, and have filed an appeal
ith the state
To sell their wine, the Halperns purchased a
heme on th Bay and Delaware
in Somers They clased on that property O
27 and will convert part of it into an outlet for their
business, the Ocean City Winery.

The 1905 Somers Point home is in the lively
downtown, which Mike Halpern likes to refer to
asthe Beer-muda Triangle, a reference he said ¢
ol his new neighbors coined based on the layoul

ne

the streets and the many well-established bars in
the mm.l.m.m 4. The Halperns will count other
15 Point watering holes as neighbors,

horage Tavern, Gregory's Bar,

osie Ke ause and Charlie’s
The house the Halperns purchased, which looks
across the street and onto the bay, will be primarily
used as an Airbnb, they said, adding they plan to
ing a detached garage
fot for their winery
usly used a5 2 bakery and,
tly,  catering business was run out of
chen, It borders other residential properties
on a street with a mix of businesses and homes.
In an interview with the Herald, and Robin
Halpern said they presented their plan to Somers

Al2 Please)

Designs of the planned -
Somers Point outlet and E E
copies of the neighbors’
and Upper Township's "2
appeal and the Halperns'
response
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Ernie Troiano Jr.

Timothy Blute Pete Byron

By Christopher South

WILDW The voters of Wildwood are
getting the choice of something old, something
new and more, with a field of 14 candidates for
the three ssioner seats

The candidates fof year terms include

oD

e fo

is running with CH
dent w ork
Elementary Schx

Commissioner Steve Mikulski is a business

a paraprofessianal at Glenwood

Krista Fitzsimons

Christopher Hines

owner who described himself as the only full-time
cammi - He by running mate former
i who s

egetter in
o of th

5

d School
4d Kieninger, who has his
wpany and owns a bed and
sard Vice-Chair Phil

Baard President R.
own engineering ¢
breakfast, a
Swetsky, wha

George Schwab

Gary DeMarzo

Edward Tito Arroyo

Wrap Service
Farmer Wild

uod police officer and commis

Di Silvestro, DeMarzo is also a forn iidwood
mayoe. He currently serves as the Upper Township
administrator. Harshaw is & retired educator. Di
Silvestra is a retired Wildwood deputy potice chief
A th consists of George
Schwab, who owns his own food distribution
business, Edward Tito Arroyo and Jeanne L. Kilian,
Residents for Wil d.”
1y J. Blute is running as s lone candidate

Edward Harshaw

Jeanne L. Kilian

Rocco Di Silvestro

-

under the slogan "A Better

Mikulski
Mikulski said his term as commissioner brought
him a lot of experience. Covid taught him the
portance of flst, decisive action and understanding
that Wildwood has a tourist economy, but that the
city first belongs to the people who live there.
He said he learned to make decisions with the
larger community in mind and as a commissioner
rated 3 goto personali arming to
ds of the ituent, as opposed to work-
ing, 9 to 4:30, h Friday
Mikulski highlig mplishments as

NJPA
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New Butterfly Tracker Made in
Cape May Brings Hope for a
Monarch Recovery
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Sell-Service Dog Wash $12

furryfurends.com

Cornerstone Plaza, 709 Rt. 9 South, CMCH
609-778-2819 - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Non - Sat: 10am - 5:30pm - Sun: 11am - &:30pm

Celebrate a Loved One's
Birthday, Anniversary or
Other Special Event

Place an ad in Celebrations
Call today for rates & info:
609-886-8600 ext. 133 or 134

[~ MERAKI FARM. -]

Shop Online: Ki
www.meraki-farm.com
The Shop At Meraki Farm:
Hours: Sat. & Sun., Farm Store- 10am- 4pm
CANDLE MAKING CLASS:
Thurs., Nov 9, 6:30- 8:30 pm

Come visit the Farm Shop where we sell
handmade goats milk soap, lotions,
candles and other pretty things!

609-846-5309
1520 Route 83, Cape May Court House

Better Newspaper Contest

New Butterfly Tracker
Made in Cape May Brings Hope
for a Monarch Recovery

A monarch is held still and is tagged with a new cellular tracker that is applied
using fake eyelash adhesive. The new tags, one of which can be seen on this
monarch's back, will help researchers learn more about monarch migration and
will hopefully provide new data that can be used to dial back drastic population

declines that result from habitat loss and climate change, Phofo Credit: C

By Collin Hall

CAPE MAY
year in the study of t

3 has been a revelatory
Migratory monar
arch batterfly that
May bu

Jular trac king device, designed
and manufactured by Cellular Tracking
Technolagies of Cape May County, gives lo-
cal researchers hope that the human-caused
opulations can be

Alected through
erflies will help answer questi
able with the old paper tags,
y have been used locally by New
exact

n Hail

habitats a

monarchs using the majority
? long are they staying in
s like Cape May? Are they
Two days? And how long d
each leg of the migratory journey take

Brett Ewald, fthe Cape May Bird
that runs the
sldest study -| rm,-wm insects in the
rid, said that answers to th
will help naturalists under
help monarch populations grow.

"Humans are among the biggest causes
af wildlife decline in general, so humans
hav be the main source of re
It won't happen without us,” he told the
Herald

&3

HighTech Butterflies Courtesy of a
Rice-Sized Tracker

at the Wetlands Institute in Stone Ha
day in early October to get a glimps
tion, Partic

were awakened
careful hand of 2 1
back to the wild

Mark Garland, director eme

eep, tagged by
re educator and released fluttering

»f the Monarch Mon
3 p-up table with & small
cooler in front of him. He pulled thin en
Blue Igloo cacler, each envelope containing a gent
manarch. Once outside the ceoler, each monarch began
ake up and sat calmly in Garland's hand.
are simulating night in the cooler - at night they
become still,” be told the eager crowd. He held 2 small
makeup applicator in his hand; the new cellular tags are
affixed to a butterfly’s back with a strong, bat skin-safe
sive designed to apply fake eyelashes to a human
nce the tag was affixed, Gatland held up his hand,
and the monarch flew free
ers grabbed their phones as each insect flew into
the cool blue sky over the wetlands. Project Monarch, a

Sure enough, the freshly tagged al
showed up on everyone's app. App
name, when the monarch was ariginally tagzed, and how
far it has flawn the tagzing location
The new app “cro ources” the tracking of migrato
monarchs, said Casey Halverson, the chief operating offi-
r Tracking Technologies. With encugh data
out a butter
time it dies,
en the Cape May
inically affiliated
at they work to-

My's journey rom the tir
Project Monarch, a partne: nmp
Puint Scies T,
with the \.u(luhh N Iuluun" Proj
gether clasely. The Monitaring P
butterflies v the new cellular tr:
" time for the tags. [t was a miracle tha
re ready in time for the monarch season at all,
told the Herald
tags - small stickers developed by the U
of Kansas in the 1990s - have been the nor
If 2 butterfly and a tag wa
the ground or co a monarch's wing, researchers ¢
Kknow that a Cape May monarch made the journey safe
and sound, But the journey itself remained a mystery

{Page A2
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Desiderio, Hayes Lead County Commissioners

New Director Vows
Closer Ties to Municipalities

By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - A new era began Jan. 5 when
the Cape May County d of County Commis-
ers reorganized. The top posts, director and
ice-director, changed to Leanard C. Desideria and

Marie Hayes
Sitting in the front
time in over three

th the public, for the

Desiderio cited the recurring summer juvenile
problems in seashore towns as an example where
state edicts hindered police

To mayors, “Don't be surprised if you
100k ou & county commissioner attend-
ing a meeting, They're there to listen to your

je area §7 billian (witha B] econcemic engine.
sent $7 billion dollars to Trenton, and we get
ack,” he said. Then
They gel more money

ha X than we do

decades, was Gerald

Thornton, who chose Recd

ot Lo seck reelection
mber 2022 Cape May

first time, | Lower Township

clected Com |

n er Andrew Bu t.ncde Township

lakowski took his oath Stone Harbor

remotely due to his | Upper Township

Lo Widwood Crest

His oath was admin-

Co

more
reorganization stories

He sald working with
ors could

ded legisle-
. the prob.
pg AlD legislators
pg AB
pgAl2

POAIS | fivered the Be
PQA6 | and Assemblymen
pg A4 L

stere:
Dy

ourt judge and county Re
Accompanied by her family, Haye
1 from Assemblyman Eri

sidetio, sccompanied by b
mother, was also sworn in by Donohue
Propose Closer Ties

Desiderlo propased that board members “get
ser with municipal and local elected officials.”
mpbell  He offered quatterly meetings (o learn the con.

Commissioner Director Leonard C. Desiderio and Commissioner Vice-Director B, Marie Hayes  corns of those officials because “their problems

discuss the agenda at the board's reorganization Jan. 5. are our

blems,” he said

Margaret Mace Superintendent:
Bullying Accusation ‘Unsubstantiated’

Juvenile Court Finds Incident
Was Simple Assault

By SHAY RODDY

NORTH WILDWOOD - In a letter to a parent,
who reported the alleged bu of her eighth
grade da & School admin-
istrators, th dent said the
allegatians were found to be “unsubstantiated.”
Lizzy Paynter, udent, said in an interview
with the Herald that a fellow student at the K-8

public school told her he would “blow her brains

like her father did ta himself. P father
was a veteran who sullered
stress disorder [FTSD) and eventuall
suicide, her mother said

this alleged
o, and/or bulkying has
been completed, and, based on the findings of that
nvestigation, the U\\[h\[ did not find evidence
that your child was the victim of the investigated
act.... Accordingly, the District finds that the alle
gations associated with this investigation are Un.
substantiated.” [The word ‘unsubstantiated’ was
italized and underlined by the letter’s author
nat the Herald)

will pay tuit
What th

In the letter, dated Dec (Page Al4 Flease)

stion was passed
o be awarded a Cape
ervice Medal. (A
story detailed the requirements for those sseking
that medal.}

Other Business
As Is standard procedure at reorganization

meetings, various assignments were formalize

These include the departments overseen by com

missioners

ria- Administration, Emergency Manage

- Public Safety, Consumer Affairs,
ights, and Measures.

Jeffrey Pierson - Health and Human Services,
Veterans Affairs.

Viill Morey - Planning, Economic Development,
and Information Techno

n, -hws and Desi
to the Board of
C mmunity

tic

y were appointed to the Board of
Schoal Estimate for the County Te

The Herald
Supports
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His Connection to Bridges Spans a Lifetime

Court House's Bill Canr
Once Had a Peak Experience
on the Brooklyn Bridge

By Shay Roddy

Standing on a cable, nearing the top of one of
the towers of the Brooklyn Bridge, Bill Campbell
wasin blissful ignorance of the commotion he had
caused a couple hundred feet below.

Even the helicopter circling above wasn't
enough to alert Campbell to the fact that he was
the reason four of the bridge's six lanes were
closed, a Coast Guard boat was deployed and EMTs
were rushed to the scene

He was focused an the breathtaking sights of
Lower Manhattan - which he photographed with
a small, inexpensive camera while he hung off the
side of the bridge’s massive suspension cables - and
the profound connection he felt with the world's
first steel-wire suspension bridge, which he had
studied and long admired as one of the wanders
of 19th century engineering

rwas 1997, and C

haps just &s surprised that the person they were
called about, Campbell, had the city’s permission

ta be on the cables between the bridge’s two iconic
Gothic Revival stone towers that loom 275 feet
above the East River.

In fact, he was having the time of his life. In an
experience few other civilians have ever shared
and that none will likely replicate in today's world,

Acenlecnla

] =i O T

Campbell, of Court House, sald be felt "the reali-
zatian of a dream.”

It's a dream he was able to relive one other time,
on the Manhattan Beidge a year later, in 1¢ E)
few years before the world and security changed

In 1997, bridge enthusiast Bill Campbell, a Court House resident, convinced New York City
to give him a permit to climb to the top of the Brooklyn Bridge.

forever, Sept. 11

A Bridge Man in a Bridge County
Campbell, wha has lived in Cape May County
21 years, sid he has been drawn to bridges

SCAN FOR

A YouTube video of the E E
old drawbridge going g
into North Wildwood 1
in summer 1987 and El

more photos

SUBSCRIBER EXCLUSIVE

since he was very young. In a recent interview
with the Herald, he said he moved to the county
because of a connection he felt to the boardwalk,
the amusements, the history and (of course) the
marny bridges.

He has the plate at home from the assy
Sound train bridge, which still stands in fragment-
ed partions in the Intracoastal Waterway off West
Wildwood, alang with the rusted.out abandoned
crane that had once been commissioned to r
move it
e of Campbell's earliest and fandest memo
ries are of smelling the salt air while crossing the
old wo n bridge into North Wildwood as 2 kid,
entering town by car for a family vacation

You could literally see the beams in fr
from cars that just crossed over them,
back into place,” Campbell,
our breath, but we knew v
was so exciting”

Others share Campbell's nostalgis foe the quirky
and dated - but memorable - bridges that carried
shoregoers an the final leg of their road trip
paradise. A video posted to YouTube from in:
@ car crossing that North Wildwood drawbridge,

re there, and it

Al2 Please)
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Dead Whales Heat Up Controversy Over Offshore Wmd

By VINCE CONTI

Seven dead wiles buwe wiihed LD o New
Jemaey xad Now ok beache tince sarty Decersder
30G3. The sppeunnie of 9o Dy woule Bl ies
3 32 abort & txe bax added Mol to the existing
conmoversy suoundng New Jeosey's wnbitos
peah) txta cfhibore wind esengy.

Numeroas Dowape barve pokned o the whakes o
cavalies of cogoing TRl LTIy Wk
1 pdvance 3f Lrge-scale wing LT Corsreimiae

US Rep. e Vi Drow (K-20d] Jor 13 catled
137 an Imenediie bak 10 o) aBam wind acxivity
rtdl an brvestigation can deterrite Uhe canse of
e whale deathe. He sleo mid that be will sk
comngressionn] bowsrgy o the atlet.

Coav. THE Neply aaid b seen 1o reasce to hak
prepassiery actians for wind farmn corsoractise.
Murphyy ctand Nazioral Ocearks and
Adedaivwaton (NOAN ecadysls (hat stades e

Nearly 1,000 Plunge to Benefit Special Olympics

£0 2arpdack whithe b beet Sound Lo hve tied
w12 cenaXx of cffibore wind sctivizes.

Morphy aiso seld federel stadies shew T
whale deaths hewe besn tacreastag stace 2008,
g befove atishare wind iteiives dogan

Jae e tmat e, (hans daing up o6 each wide af
Uhe b had already talien positions 5o o gaiet
the cffibore wind Setitive befare the fint of Se
recens wirve of whale deaihs acowrmed. Fer oy,
ke Cenfhs of e s caaczzuls bawe becdesed
peslTors aTeaty bew

12 & press sedesse, New Jersey Sietrs Ocb, »
reeprolT avarse menral goup. Nas Saen & shang
wppxiet of Merphy's sgpresswe pash © wind
Dems ax a majar sance of ceas sowngy St will
whow the state Lo meet i1 gouls foe elbebting
dependence an fosd foels. The Sheem Cob calls
neryts 18 Rek (he whie Geutyl 1 alfshare wind

Page ALY Mewse)

Conrvary Marie Marow Sranding Cenow’s Facebank
A becrepey perforted on & bumpbeck whale thet washed sshoee in Brigestine Jex. 12 re
wealed that “he whale salTered biust rwsms Infuries conslutent with thaes froom & wessel
wrihe,* scoanding 90 & post on Marine Mammal Seeasding Center's Maceboak page Jan. 15,

U.S. Navy Likely
Source of Sonic
Boom, Tremors

By CHRISTOPNER SOUTH

R0 GRANDE - A spakeapersas for the
LS. Nevy concirmsed, [en. 34, Tt X was ety
rexpossible for 3 aselc boom xad rexsitng
tremoes Tt startied wck of Cape May Cousty
Jua 13,

Patriek Goodar, publc indarmasion off)
car for Neval Alr Statios Petssest Rves in
Maryland, s & was Miely one of De Navy's
aircrak had gane wpersanic adeu! the time
the ock wes ek all wound Cape May County
azd beysad.

He s the Nawy was o8 “ranning ¥ down,”
Lrytag Lo Mheriily the cxact ceese of L sonde
tecen

These 5 & testisg sectoe off the exdlern
cassding whare the Nawy teats atroalt cagabie
of excooding Uhe speed of sound, which (s what.

Pase 45 Pensl
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Remembering
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— See Page 3

Careers &
Education

— See Pages 9-13
A ‘Giant’
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— See Page 27
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Chief living her childh

By Joe Ungaro
Editor

ZAST ORANGE — East Orange Police

Chief Phyllis L. Bindi was very young

when she first got involved with publie

safety

Her grandmother and aunt both
worked the Bingo games at St. Joseph's
School on Telford Street. Bindi would ride
her Big Wheel tricycle to the games with
her grandmother and they would come to
a corner manned by East Orange Police
Officer Bobby Thompson, who Bindi
deseribed as big in stature and very popu-
lar among neighborhood residents who all
stopped to say hello as he served as a
crossing guard for the Bingo erowd.

“I would watch how the community
interacted with him, older people, stu-
dents, they adored him,”* Bindi said. “I
begged him to Jet me help and he g
an orange safety belt and Jet me help,

Bindi has been in the news since she
was awarded an honorary doctorate
degree and Humanitarian Platinum Lead-
ership Award from the Institute of Public
Policy and Diplomacy and the Humani-
tarian Focus Foundation during a recep-
tion held at the United Nations Head
ters in New York City. The event ¢
ed the efforts of exceptional leaders who
dedicate their lives to improving society
and advocating for the United Nations
agenda of promoting harmony, peace, and
sustainable development, Bindi was one
of only 4o individuals from around the
world s0 honored.

The chief has been part of an historic
drop in crime in East Orange, which has
crime rate drop by 80
3. Violent crimes - mur-
der, rape and robbery - have dropped 77
percent while property crimes - larceny,
theft, burglary - have fallen 81 percent
from 2003 19

native of East Orange who was sur-
rounded by grandparents, aunts, uncles
and cousins in the city’s 3rd Ward, she
remembers being about eight years old
and at a friend’s house when the friend’s
mother came home wearing a police uni-
form

*1 was like, You're a o
female, 1 never knew j
female cop,” Bindi said. “It became tangi-
ble for me.”

Her parents moved to Belleville when
she was 12 but Bindi spent summers in
East Orange with her grandparents

me

brat-

p?" That she was

Better Newspaper Contest
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ood dream

East Orange Police Chief Phyllis L. Bindi Is a native of East Orange who
knew from an early age that she wanted to be a police officer,

because her parents were both working
full time.

She graduated from Belleville High
School, where she played softball, and
took a job with the U.S. Postal Service but
planned on becoming a police officer:

' took a civil service test to become a
police officer in Essex County,” Bindi said.
“Newark called me first but my parents
old me to turn it down, they wanted me to
to East Orange. This is where my roots
are.”

East Orange did call and she was 20
years old when she went into the Police
Academy

Her hiring had been made possible by
a Safe Neighborhoods grant from the
Clinton Administration. The city got
about 50 new police officers through this
grant but it stipulated they needed to be
beat cops walking the streets.

"1 knew everybody on the South Side
and they put me on the North Side,” Bindi
id. "That was my introduction to com-
ity policing.”

For three years, Bindi walked a beat
before she was moved into what was

m

called the "vice unit,” at the time. The unit
investigated drug cases, prostitution, and
gambling that included dog fights, rooster
fights and dice games. "It was extremely
challenging, you put alid o thing and
something else would rear its ugly head,”
she said. Bindi worked undercover details,
buying drugs on the street. She called it a
great learning experience that provided
her with experience that she was able to
put in her “too) box" for later on

In 2002, she was promoted to sergeant
and assigned to the Enhanced Communi-
ty y Team which was responsible for
suppressing street level crime with an
emphasis on narcotics and gang-related
activities

“We were still experiencing a lot of vio-
lence; carjackings, robbery, homicide,
those were the main things,” she said
“We had over 50 people in the unit at
one point in time. We would flood the
streets with community policing, educat-
ing the citizens, letting them know what
we were doing and that we needed their
assistance.”

See POLICE, Page 40
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For One Morris County Town,

Fighting Floodwaters
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For one Morris County town, fighting against
floodwaters has been a decades-long endeavor
But, Denville has taken groundbreaking steps to solve stormwater issues

By MIKE CONDON
STAFF WRITER

DENVILLE TWP. - If you "
have to get the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (US-
ACE) involved, you know
vou have a serious flooding
problem.

Denville did just that and
a comprehensive plan of
possible mitigation efforts
has been prepared.

The lengthy study, pre-
p.nod by the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, offers
several mitigating possibil
ities from building flood
Is and levees to rerout
river flows,

And although Denville

i features of me Tn\\ u~m|1
of Denville. The downtown
business district lies within
River ﬂ\ 0 d

River bounding the north
side of the downtown busi
nessdistrict and Den Brook
bounding the south side.
The downtown business
district is generally flat,
with ma Imu‘n slopes of
less than 15 percent. Along
the north and south sides
of the Rockaway River Val
ley, slopes of greater than
35 percent occur locally. EL
evations in the downtown
business district range from
about 500 to 520 feet above
sea level,” the comprehen-
sive study states.

flood-prone zone and severe
flooding at that.

With the Rockaway Riv-
er running right alongside

aint Clare's Hospit:
v storms bring massive
floods, enveloping the

e lower parking lot, swal
& up cars and forming
a near-lake in what used to
bea paved lot.

A Youtube posted vid- Photo by Mlkt Condon
eo of Broadway- the town- Roxbury Township resident 8ill Demary mulled pulling his son's vehicle from the partially flooded parking lot at St. l\re)' Remmmendauons
“‘)'{‘,;;"]:j“‘ ";;’3:5’““6 "“" Clare’s Hospital in Denville in 2021, following Hurricane Ida. Ultimately, he opted to leave it there, and let the flood  © N " B w —
waer following Hurricane "aters recede for another day. More severe storms have brought more severe flooding to towns all over the state, 1 :

Trene in 2011 making stormwater management a top priority of the state Department of Environmental Protection. plan ent

Many stores and busi measures on 38 struetures
nesses had to undergo ing the problems. It also in three clusters, spotlight-
massive repairs and reno- carries an estimated price ing the downtown business
vations in order to even r tag of between $15 and $19  district with the gravest

open. Same closed for good 'Y 4 * B million. flood risks.
And Broadway fares little : % Wi S e ! S Y “Many structures with-
better. Some of the business & 8 - in the Township of Den and Flood
DWORT
along the typical Amerk v R gt P villes :mmnm..« 15 reped awres: 30 struc-

idential and
two non-residential) will be
elevated toa height one-foot
y above the one percent annu-
share \'D((lﬁc locations for  al exceedance probability
the properties, there are a (AEP) water surface level.
total of 57 structures identi- Moreover, eight structures
fled as repetitivelossand 32 (two residential and six
structures identified as se- non-residential) will under.
vere repetitive loss within go floodproofing, which in
the Township,” the report  cludes protective measures
states, such as flood shields, flood

proof sealants, skimmer
Historic Storms pumps, and more. The ex-

an “downtown” thorough 8

fare had lines delineated on  yom STEVEN

their walls, showing just ANDES D

how high flood waters had

reached way River, this project also
Just this past June, begins to address the pub-

Township Administrator lic’s desire to increase trails

Steven Ward gave a com- along the river.

prehensive overview of the  He also said the township

recent storms on the sixth  installed three state-of-the

consecutive day of rain. In ~art “flap valves” on storm

the month of June, Denville ~ drains.

aversged fvoinchesofrain,  Fap valves are flow oo

and Ward reported that ina  trol valves placed at pipe out-

three-hour period on Mon- falls discharging into river The report also details, act measures for each struc-

day evening, June 26, Den-  swale ditches estuaries and L by year, the sheer number  ture will be finalized in the

ville collected four and a  oceanoutfalls. The units pre- - Several years ago, Denville purchased 11 homes in flood  of severe flooding storms  design phase.

half inches of rain. vent high tide events, river orone area, and replaced them with a park known now Which have affected Den-
One of the bridges in  water floodsand stormserse L p Ui o Mo, = Then-state Assemblyman Vil esidentsand business. + Stakeholder Involve
town, the Diamond Spring  conditions form entering the ; owners aver the years. ment: Eligible hameowners
dratin system. Anthony Bucco, R-Morris, stands beside 2 sign in 2014 yoi¢ County and the dmlqul(!llla'm\ywx\mlll be
h 0 With a state grant, the Wwhich shows the level the water once reached after Township of Denville re- contacted by USACE and
and 5,000 pounds, actually township has also dredged flooding gion have a history of flood. ~ the Township of Denville

nsl
picked up and moveddue to  the Rockaway River under ing impacts from severe, to diw‘u« the nonstructur-
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Compromise is Still Censorship;
We Can Keep It

Frodecick Chiluba

PAGE 4 Thunday, June 29, 2073

Clverver-inburne com

- EDITORIAL -

We can
keep it

All men are created e
Wise woeds worth
pare to celebrate Amy
This country, after all, was birthed I
Ideal of a sockal contract that all w
equal, and that no one stood above
That 1s well docum:

=

rthing to reme
1 st 00

national pol!
hoods.

The key word h is matlonal Te
thireats to our country are hame grown,

They inclode those demanding parental
rights, rights that strip children of thelr right
1o grow and e

There & also the easy condennation of dif
ing the need to censor truths
i education.
not forget those whe
believe they nee
perica bas been here all aloog
will always be challenges. Yes, we
willneve: thing - but that ls
democracy Is about - the willingness to
e, 1o agree to disagree and still be able
to get along

continue to
to “take back America

all agree on eve:

ut prese

1 s stifl the best country
Try 10 remoember all of
this year’s Fourth of July cclebm

this as we head into

meantt
y not just focus on wa

gln up megativity, w
to delete the divisiveness fron
that difficulr”

Go wateh fireworks. Mendbam Township
hosts them at Mosle Field on Friday, June
30. The fun starts at &30 pm. We advise you
get there early for parkieg There will
food trucks and entertalament before the
Bang

ar lives. Is it

Phato by 7.C. Robimasa
PRIDE CELEBRANTS

Fram kft, Mesdham Towesh 0r Danid Guida, Racreation Committes members Rechells Abea
b et Trish O'Brin and Doguty Mapor Sara Maibart enjoy the third Aerual Mendham Has Pride Mow €
Secokuice Beach on Wedmday, lume 21 Ploise e Page 6 and cbeerver-tribune.com foe more photo

You, too, can organize a big
event by the seat of your pants

Lezsggaze thi
You rw 2

the ot fencas trac
the warkd and recs
from

You're waiting for your
y club where
o

e 1t woeld have bees u
wars coemw true. Al
» hasl bwen the po

cants of 3 very similar
riex, which had in o3 bat
repaced the Sports

& he stairs
barve bekos ey bow

ured head
wrseirs bo the lobsy

n
5w spevctaaay. | ermerad
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Mustangs Top O.C. for S.J. Title

Mustang Baseball: S.J. Champs

Ousted OCHS Coaches Suing
For Defamation

SENTINEL SPORTS m

WEDNISD, AY, JUNE 7, 3025

S.J. Champs: Mustang baseball

Coach said his team was ‘dangerous’ come playoffs; Mainland boys
t=) / /
pull off string of upsets, knock off top seeds on way to sectional title

By DAVID NAHAN

Santinel ssfl

NKLINVILI
e 15 drabbing by
Millville and _sporting
sub-.500 record, Mainland
Regional baseball coach

vinced his team could be
“dangerous” come playoff
time.

¥

e wasn't wro
In 92-degree heat under
Friday afternoon’s sun in
Franklinville, Mainland
was behind 42 through the

inning
e South Je p
111 sectional final, But
big swing by Jack Haines
proved Kern's point to Del-
sea Regional High School’s

m

nee’ blg bat— be wras

David Nahan/SENTINEL
jure 2 after beating Delsea Regional High School 6-4 to win the 2023 South Jersey
 cosch Bill Kern presents the trophy. PHOTO GALLERY ONLINE AT OCNJSENTINEL.COM

The Mainlsnd Regioral High S¢
Group ll sectional championst

ool Mustang baseball team celebrat
ip- Below, b

Single sei
across the plate,

gave up on themselves this

season.
Every game has been a
batte, We weren't count

over Shawnee gave them

We just had so much con
g fidence coming into every
Mustangs entered game,” Haines said. Beat
the sectional tournament iag the top seed “helped
with a 913 record and up - W "

0 the final,
No. 8 Cumber:
1, then sur-
prising No. 1 Shawnee (22 guy we have in our dugout
4 3-1 and shutting out No are just competitive, they
4 Hammonton (15 ind, hey know what ey

“AI we cver il sbout S e ely and de-
offs for as long fensively. \\'r)u«! needed a
o8 T been here 1 they Lo spark of cobesion to
are of one-game come together,” Kern said
elimination tournaments,” of the up-and-down season.
Kern said. "The seeding “We just needed one win
only matters as to where to convince them, 1 would
you're going, are you home say, of how talented they
or away. Once you get on are. We got it going at the
the field, you don't score right time.
runs based off your sced. “They stayed together
rerve boen saying 18 throughout those ups and
be better than the team
across from us for that sev. polnlml; at each other, at
en innings on that day and the s 0
they've responded every

into this

jone these
Tast (l)up\r "t ks they
ned

i
The coach noted he

baving them behind me, been impressed with

having my back, meaas ev ance and
enything, You feally can't ()\:n of another player he'd
do it without the; ke to convince (o stick
Haine: he wasu't ath base

ai
watching the felder try. “Jack has bee
pretty much our

ecignated nitier
h'a high schost tearn and

nm mncu Iyto

o
esignated bitter
cad the Mostangs néver  See Mustangs, page B
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A Tale of Piping Plovers

OCEAN CITY SENTINEL

AT 01R1S SOCCER B
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@rsted walks away from NJ wmd farms

O.C., county, citizens group ecstatic | Officials claim \ulwl\
2 | over wind powe

.......

Marketing efforts
drive real, online
traffic to S. Point

EDAC delivers midyear report

A tale of piping plovers
Story features new life, tough odds, predators,
an nnlmlun ite end but |Im h()l)( for Inlnn

St WA

~ \.;%-‘f.y" 7“'—,7'..7..
-
e -

Bayside Center, DEP release
50,000 farmed oysters in bay
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Take That, Redcoats! Legend a
Blast in Upper Twp.
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Craig D. Schenchk/SENTINEL

Sandra Johrson of Kennett Square, Pa., and Maria Lemma of Brooklawn, portraying Rebecca Stillwell Willetts and Sarah Stillwell, fired a canncn Sunday afternocn at Beesley's Point Park
while acting out a legend from the Revolutionary War. While the legend may not held up to historical scrutiny, Upper Township honored modem-day women with Stillwell Sisters Awards.

Take that, Redcoats! Legend a blast in Upper Twp.

By CRAIG D. SCHENCK
Santinel staff

BEESLEYS POINT It was
the shot heard 'round the world,
echoed in such backwater places
as Golden's Point, that set colo-
nists on a collision course with
their British masters in 1775,
sparking the Revolutionary War,

Legend holds that local sisters

Rebecca Stillwell Willetts and
Sarah Stillwell played their part
in the revolution when they re-
pelled an attack at what is now
Beesleys Point by firing a cannon
at approaching longboats filled
with soldiers intent on pillaging
the village’s stores.

Upper Township celebrated
the folklore about the heroines’
courageous act March 26 by pre-

senting the Spirit of Stillwell Sis-
ters Awards to 15 women leaders
from the community.

According to legend, Stillwell
Willetts spotted a British sloop in
Great Egg Harbor Bay off Gold
en’s Point (now Beesleys Point).
She and her sister raced to the
cannon on the beach. They were
alone since their father was away
buying supplies and Capt. James

Willetts was off defending Phila-
delphia.

“Rebecca fired a round of can-
non grapeshot towards the long
boat and the British returned
to their sloop and left the bay,
its settlers and their homes un-
scathed,” a marker at the site
reads.

A group of re-enactors from
the First Battalion of New Jersey

Volunteers, outfitted in appro-
priate colonial garb — civilians,
militia members and the dread-
ed Redcoats — gathered on the
beach and in longboats to act out
the scene.

A marker at the site honors the
sisters
en’s Heritage Trail uses histor-

See Stillwell, page A6
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Board Put Issue to Rest and
Tenure Should Matter in
Superintendent Choice

A8

'HE OCEAN CITY SENTINEL HAS BEEN
WATCHING OVER THESE SHORES SINCE 1880

OUR VIEW

Tenure should matter
in superintendent choice
School district needs continuity,
not revolving door of leadership

Ocean City Board of Educa
tion President Chris Halliday
sald a new superintendent of
schoals should be chosen near

the start of the 2023-24 school
year. That's only about two
months away. We hope the

board is getting more commu-
nity involvement in the choice
for the next leader of the dis-
trict before deciding.

No matter who is chosen - and
we hope internal candidatesare
given as much consideration as
those from outside - potentia
tenure should be a factor in the
board's decision.

The district needs continuity,
something that has been des
perately lacking.

n the course of four school
years, the district will have five
different superintendents.

Dr. Kathleen Taylor was in
place for more than a decade
before retiring at the end of
the first COVID-impacted year.
(Her predecessor, Dr. Donald
Dearborn, had long
tenure in the pos

siti
strict hired Dr. Thom
as Baruffi as interim while it
searched for Dr. Taylor's re

Matthew Friedman last spring
and he covered this past school
vear, but was searching for a
new job about halfway into his
tenure. He left last week and
the board hired another in-
terim, Dr. Scott McCartney, t
cover July 1 through Dec. 31
If Halliday's prediction holds
true, the iperintendent,
we expect, » would begin Jan. 1.
24

recap by school y
20-21: Taylor;

23: man;

24 (first half): McCar
ney; (second half): Superinten-
dent X.

That's a lot of change at the
helm.

We don't believe the Ocean
City School District has been
rudderless since the departure
of Taylor because there are so

many professionals from prin.
cipals, to other administrators
and teachers who have kept
the ship on course for the most
important reason: the students
and lhclr education.
W believe it is hard to
pm forward and implement an
overarching vision with short
mers, interim or otherwise.
nat keeps district employees
unsettled. By the nature of the
job, interims are not account
able for long-term progress.
We have mixed sentiments
about the criticism that al-
lows retired administrators to
keep receiving their pensions
while getting paid handsomely
for interim work. It is double-
dipping on an already stressed
and grossly underfunded state
pension system. The value, we
assume, is that it keeps experi-
enced administrators, who oth
erwise might not opt to extend
their careers once they retire,
in the pool to cover vacancies.
We also have mixed feelings
about the choice cting
superintendent from within the
district instead of an interim,
which was part of a push at the
ast school board meeting. We
like the idea of a familiar face

tem) rnnly al mc helm rather
than an outsider, but the better
argument was that the juteroal

candidate suggested for the
acting role already has a taxing
job and making her cover two
positions didn't make sense.

Regardless, the school board
needs to choose a leader it can
count on for an extended hau

This is a very good school dis-
trict, with abundant funding,
community and parent su
port, and the coolest location
right by the beach. There are
students (and their parents)
eager to fill nearly 200 School
Choice slots.

There is no guarantee whom-
ever the district chooses will
stick around, but we hope and
expect the board to choose a
superintendent with the prom-
ise she or he wil

Rethinking e-bike limits

%%)qp. T WisH
wAS THE
FOURTH 0F :rvL\( =
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ANOTHER VIEW

By Jay Watson

Science, history

Asreal estate people often say, the three things
that matter most about a property are location,
location, location. And if you're an organization
dedicated to helping birds and marine life,
there’s no better location in New Jersey than
the tip of the Cape May peninsula,

That's why the future looks tmgm for the new
Cape May Point Science Center, which just
opened to the public in a Victorian-era building
situated where the Atlantic Ocean meets the
Delaware Bay.

“Avian and marine life are our two focuses,”
said Bob Mullock, president of the science
center, located in an iconic red-roofed building
most recently known as St. Mary-by-the-Sea, a
retreat house for Catholic nuns. “This building
is s0 blessed for its location.”

Cape May is internationally famous as a
hotspot for wildlife. Migrating species, including
birds and monarch butterflies, funnel into the
Cape during their fall migration, awaiting the
right conditions to cross the Delaware Bay, The
waters surrounding Cape May are filled with
marine life, including whales and dolphins.

The Cape is also a significant Black history
site, with the recently-opened Harriet Tubman
Museum and places associated with the
Underground Railroad. The Cape May lighthouse
served as a beacon for enslaved people escaping
their captors by crossing the Delaware Bay in
boats. The science center property - practically
in the chadaw of the lichthaues - ie helisved

meet in Cape May Point

center’s research is guided by
Council made up of leading scientists.

Of course, the Cape May Point Science Center
also wants 1o engage the general public, On June
2, the center held its official grand opening,
making tours available to visitors interested
in the center’s unique mix of science and local
history.

“We have a great history in this building - it’s
an amazing building,” said Mullock, who also
helped establish the Harriet Tubman Museum.

Inside the science center's welcome center,
known as the community room, tour guides
recount the building’s rich history. The welcome
area includes a wall filled with photos of birds,
all taken within a mile of the center.

The building's former chapel has been
repurposed as the center’s exhibit room, filled
with information about wildlife species found
in and around Cape May, including monarch
butterflies, dolphins, whales, sharks, and eagles.

cl t includes an advocacy project
itors to take action to help protect
nd the environment

The science center’s vision for the future is to
continue to grow, both as a museum and a hub of
scientific research. Mullock envisions offering
retreats where members of educational and

tific communities can immerse themselves

C] es and the surrounding environment,
think we're going to see this become one

af the maet nntetandine <cisnes conters an the
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aestro leads Pops; Atlantic City
Ballet joins Ocean City Pops;
Margovich, Pops Highlight
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Margevich, Pops highlight ‘Great American Songbook’

Ocean City Pops also celebrate:

By RICHARD STANISLAW
For the Sentinel

OCEAN CITY - The Oc:
Pops Orchestra last weel
sented a program called
American  Songbook.”
“book™ doesn't actually exist

Instead, it is riptive of
songs mostly from the 20th Cen-
tury that are characterized by
memorable melodies, clever lyr-
ics, and traditional performances
— songs by such American icon-
ic composers as Irving Berlin,
George Gershwin, Cole Porter,
Harold Arlen, Richard Rodgers,
Duke Ellington, Jerome Kern
and Victor Herbert, recorded by
singers such as Frank Sinatra
Bing Crosby or Tony Bennett

On Wednesday night, Musical
Director Vince Lee with soloist
Emily Margevich proved why
the: ngs arc “great.” Mar-
gevich was superb, giving per-
sonal new life to each of these
standards with flawless diction,
charming interpretation, and ex-
cellent vocal control

“There’s No Business Like
Show Business"” opened the eve-
ning, with Margevich starting to
sing without so much as a note

s

from the orchestra. Changing to
a more romantic mood, she gave
everyone a hug with “Embrace-
able You™ and the orchestra re-
sponded to her lovely rubato.
Maestro Lee spoke of the exten-
sive Pops’ orchestral library and
introduced a relaxed casy-styled
“Begin the Beguine.” Margevich
nailed the high ending with full
orchestra that both singer and
instrumentalists obviously en-
joyed

A tribute to Grace Kelly (who
has a history with Ocean City),
: Love" from the movie
5 ’ d piano

as she graciously acknowledged
the orchestral bridges. She re-
lled Tin Pan Alley with “I Love

a Piano™ and an enery Gim-
mie, Gimmie.” She spun around
to flit with the dience for
“Someone to Watch Over Me,"
sentimental and convincing, and
then she got the crowd singing
with her on “That's Amore.”
Pops Trumpeter Brian Kuszyk
shone on orchestra-alone tunes,
“Don't Get Around Much Any-
more™ and “Come Rain or Come
Shine.” Lee went to the piano

for Margevich’s “Meet Me in
Dreamland,” setting up a won-
derful give-and-tal freedom
and cven a kneeling “proposal.”
String bass (Laura Russ) intro-
duced "Cheek to Cheek,” lead-
ing to a dancing "Alexander's
Ragtime Band.™ The audience
would not let Margevich even
after “I'll Be You," so she
encored “Show Off” from “The
Drowsy Chaperone,” complete
with tap dancing and an extra
curtain call

On Sunday night, the Pops ex-
plored the wide variety of John
Williams® film music; he com-
posed over 7S scores. Each se-
tion conjured up an image of
a familiar film. Even though a
reminder was not needed, Lee
included film clips on the Music
Pier screens interspersed with
close-ups of the orchestra. The
ensemble was enlarged to 42 mu-
sicians (usually 25 perform) and
the sound was spectacular.

The large audience came pre-
pared to enjoy this music they
knew they would recognize. One
youngster had a light saber, an-
other guest brought his “Juras-
sic Park™ Jeep and parked it in
front of the Music Pier. Lee had
to add the theme for that movie,
a ponderous reminder of the di-
nosaurs.

Williams employs abundant
brass and Lee turned them loose
beginning with driving calls for
“Superman” and the fanfarc
theme for the Seoul Olympics, a
stunning opening to the second
half of the concert. Tuba joined
two trombones to give a solid
underpinning to three trumpets.
Brass powered the title music for
“Star Wars" and triple-tongued
through he Last Jedi Rebel-
lion." Trumpeter Andrew More-
schi aptly handled the high and
exposed tribute from “Lincoln.”

Strings were in more of an ac-
companiment role than usual, oc-
casionally interrupting the domi-
nant brass with a sweet melody

flight with * i
Mazzocchi carried the sensitive
long phrases of “Shindler’s List,”
reminiscent of Jewish tunes in its
wide registers. ‘ar and Away,”
a lesser-known score, started
with Celtic rhythms and transfig-
ured into a smooth air before the
strings scratched out a very
and difficult theme leading
to a “wow” ending

Woodwinds and French horns
responded to the low strings with

a romantic oboe melody
f cross the Stars™ and
full-voiced French horn
section. Flute and oboc
introduced “War Horse,
Dartmoor.” The brass
were tacit for “Luke and
Leia” as horn soloist Dan
Wions joined the soft harp
and winds for the gorgeous
rendition

After *
Knights™ as a X
acknowledged cach of the
sections of the orchestra
to a long round of applause
for their virtuosity on this
demanding repertoire

Only three Pops concerts
remain in the 2023 scason
Vince Lee and friend
Svejcar on ducling pi
Sept. 6; Scottish pop singer
Sheena Easton Sept. 9; and
closing Sept. 16, with ballet
music and guests from At-
lantic City Ballet

Richard Stanislaw

For the SENTINEL
Emily Margevich performs
with the Ocean City Pops.
Below, trumpeter Brian
Kuszyk. Below left, Maestro
Vince Lee with violinist Luigi
Mazzacchi

John Williams’ prolific movie scores
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All Hail the Rumpy Riser;
Well, At Least We Found a Use
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S in, free institutic ¢
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“When free discussion is denied,
of the arteries

3 are

William Randolph Hearst (1563-1951)
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-EDITORIAL -

Crickets
from Kean

On Monday, Aug. 21, Congressman Tom
Kean Jr., R-7, held a roundtable discussion
at Alstede Farms in Chester for a conversa-
tion about an ongoing debate over a Farm
Bill.

According to a press release sent out after
the event by Dan Scharfenberger, Kean's
communications director, Mendham Bor-
ough Mayor Christine Serrano Glassner
called the discussion “an important fo-
rum” that was attended by a diverse group
of farmers, the New Jersey Farm Bureau,
agriculture experts and local mayors. Like
Kean, by the way, Glassner is a Republi-
can.

Apparently, it wasn’t important enough
to share with the press, however. Our
newspaper group wasn't notified in ad-
vance or invited to attend.

Contrast that with an event held just
days later in Morristown by Congresswom-
an Mikie Sherrill, D-11. On Thursday, Aug.
24, Rep. Sherrill held a roundtable on a
far more controversial topic, reproductive
rights, at a Planned Parenthood facility
We were invited to attend for coverage and
prepare our own story.

Locally, both Roxbury and Mount Arling-
ton are in Kean’s jurisdiction.

The episodes speak about attempts to
control the message. And there is an irony
here. The talk on a much more controver-
sial topic, run by Democrats, was open to
the press while the more run-of-the-mill
governance discussion run by the Republi-
can was closed to the press.

This certainly wasn’t the first time Kean
has held events in our part of the district
without providing advance notice.

In early August, the Congressman joined
the Lake Hopatcong Foundation, Lake Ho-
patcong Commission, Musconetcong Wa-
tershed Association, the Coalition for the
Del'n\:ni' RnPl w. ale"shed ’md Ih(’ us

All hail
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Remember the Pilot Truck Stop;
Union Works Again; Roxbury’s
Economic Boom

ROXBURY TOWNSHIP » MOUNT ARLINGTON BOROUGH

oxbury Register

roxburyregister.com

Unbeaten Gaels
move to semifinals - 9

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2023 $2.75

/ Sign up for daily email

It's ‘Arts & Humanities Month' - 10 lerts at roxburtegister.com

Remember the Pilot truck stop
application? Now, 2.5 million
square feet of wa.rehousmg pole

By MIKE CONDON
EDITOR

ROXIURY TWP Some
20 yea 1
posed
Howard Boulev:
Just off of Exit 30 in
Mount Arlington, the

proposal drew fierce tu

critics from both Rox
bury and M
jt

ing (hru

dropped the proposal
and moved elsewhere
, the shoe is on

Hartz Mountain Indu
tries to construct some
2.5 million square feet of
warehousing on the for
mer 1,200 Hercules prop
erty

The propos:

five warehou:

the mostly vmmied va
cant property

Pilot 1

proverbial other b

on the
Planning

Board, said
at Tues
day m;.hx s

Oct. 24 that
if one pic

he bottom
of the bowl
Both De
Fillippa and |
Mayor Jim
- -

d the Planning
as been review

ing a “general develop: For more than 100 years, qunpowder and explosives were manufactured on the 1,200 acre Hercules tract in Kenvil.

—ee . Now, there's a Planning Board discussion to construct 2.5 million square feet of warehousing on some of the property.
FLEASE SEE WAREHOUSE, PAGE 2
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top post

Long Hill Township’s
administrator is selected
"“ ]
= T exciiod aboot

Jacob Perry

March
Malook was sz
appuinted to n's top
administrative post by the  ing with the governi
Borough Council. Her start - and staff to continue o im
ate will be Monday.
7 nual sala
according to

imously

Photo by Charlie Zavalick

Local families got into the spirit of St Patrick’s Day a bit early at the Berardsville Public Library on Sunday, March
12, during a concert featuring the Banjo Rascals. Among the audience were Beenardsville residents Elizabeth
Stryker, left, with her daughter, Julia, and Kristi Phillips and her son, Teddy. The free show was sponsored by The
Friends of the Berardsville Public Library.
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Detailed Oaklyn
Curriculum Site
Unveiled

by Bratt Aimswerth

Parents of Oaklyn students
will be able to review in detail
the sources and materials used
in dassrooms, along  with
unit goals and objectives, on
the school district website for
the coming school year. Jen-
nifer McPartland, the depart-
ing assistant superintendent of
curriculum and instruction for
the Oaklyn and Collingswood
school districts, presented the
new site’s tools by PowerSchool

Unified Curriculum (PUC) at
the Oaklyn board of education
meeting on Tuesday night
McPartland noted that the
district updated health and
physical education standands,
in alignment with state educa-
tion standards. On the district
website, she noted, the district
“parsed health separately so it
is easy for families to access.”
Also provided online are opt

(Continued on page 4)

Secrecy Surrounds
Local Police
Misconduct Records

by Matt Enuco

Public disclosure of police
misconduct and discipline has
historically been tightly held by
departments but in June 2020,
shortly after the nation wit-
nessed George Floyd die under
the knee of a Minneapolis police
officer, New Jersey attorney
general Gurbir S, Grewal issued
directive 2020-5 requiring law
enforcement agencies to post
annual reports of officers who
were issued major discipline.

Since 2022, three police

INSIDE

SPOTES. consussaarsassoossosiansast

officers in The Retrospec! area
have been reported under that
directive. However, prying
loose details of those incidents
remains nl)(‘d\.\ matter

Over the past year, The Retyo-
spect has tried to collect details
of internal affairs reports on
two officers in Barrington and
one in Collingswood. All three
officers were suspended in the
timeframe between 2021 and
2022

Most of The Retrospect efforts
for transparency were denied
under existing laws protect-
ing internal affairs disclosures.

(Continued on page 8)

7

by Matt Ensce
The Edison Reading Garden now has an
environmental twist in its plot. The out-
door reading and common area at Edison
Elementary School in Haddon Township
now has a rain garden that will absorb over

Edison Elementary
Gets a Rain Garden

A GARDEN GROWS: A lush new rain garden was installed at Edison elementary school in Haddon Township fis week.
The gardan is e product of a grant adminislered by the Rulgers Cooperative Exiension and under herr waler resources
program. Tha projact was a joint effort betwean local organizations and the universiy to collect and fiter slormwarer

Y

10,000 gallons of rain each year that would
have otherwise washed pesticides and sed-
iment into the nearby Cooper River and
other tributaries of the Delaware River

(Continwed on page 2)
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Haddonfield’s Centennial Field
Still Soggy Despite Reno
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Luke’s Place Awards First
Scholarshlp to Rebecca Sav1dge
I

NEW SCHOLARSHIP: Luke's Place in Audubon serves adults with special needs who have aged out of the
local school district programming, and the organization recently decided to award its first scholarship to a
college student pursting a careef in a field supporting those with special needs. AHS grad Rebecca Saidge,
center right holding a check with Luke Jensen, the norprofits namesake, was the recipient of the first scholar
ip of $1.000 in & special ceremony held at Luke's Piace.

by Molly Parks n
Rebecca Savidge, an Audubon High s
alumna and current rising senior at g s
Rutgers University Camden, stood hand-in-  degree in education and special education
hand with her sister Rachel as sh Pl “It just means so much to me because
a $1,000 check for the first annual Luke's  this is sort of my dream to work with
Place Community Scholarship on Tues

day. Rebecca, pired by her sister’s jour- (Continued on page 2)

through special education at Al
dying history and mathematics at R
Camden and will pursue a maste

Audubon Family Park
to Be Ready for Summer Camp

by Mlly Parks. Audubon Family Park They basketball court and hockey
The Audubon commis- passed Resc rink all covered tomorrow
staners wete all resofutions  which authorizes the m.n b The path will be Thursday
and no ordinances as they engineer “to make a grant and Friday, weather permit-
ran through another borough  application and execute & Jakubowski said. This
meeting Tuesday evening. The  grant contract with the New  wo Ad cover, accor to
agenda featured nine resolu-  Jersey Department of Trans-  Jakubowski, the most uu,wm
tions, including the authori-  portation” that would provide ant aspects of the project
zation of a grant a for phase two of the DOT before the summer camp is
for phase two of th funding for the reconstruction  scheduled to begin onsite on
process for the reconstruction on Hampshire Ave. and North ~June 2 ring that out-
surrounding Audubon Family  Mercha standing question from the
Park, and reports on the bor-  Commissioner Rob  previous meeting
nnx\‘dlhw‘ July plans. Jakubowski shared more  Jakubowski also said the
about the project during his  borough’s plans for Indepen-
commissioner report. “I spoke  dence Day will start at 8 a.m
struction surrounding  with the foreman on the job  “It's going to end at the rec
today. They plan to have

answ

(Continued on page 14)

Devon Ave. Fields
Sod Project Halted

by Joan Buehler

Haddon Heights is taking
action to fire the contractor
it hired to re-sod the Devon
Ave. soccer fields, a surpris-
ing development in what
until now had been mostly a
feel-good story of good gov-
ernment combined with civic
cooperation, operating with

the full support of the com-
munity.

At Tuesday's council meet-
after officials eme

itor Howard Long announced

a resolution that finds the con-

tractor, Down to Earth Land-
(Continued on page 7)

Haddonfield’s
Centennial Field Still
Soggy Despite Reno

by Joan Bushler
The borough of Haddon-
field poured over $262,000
into improving the Centen-
nial football /lacrosse field just
four years ago, buf
tatives of the town's youth
football and lacrosse leagues
play there now say the

stantially improved despite

sodding, regrading and
tbing work the borough
paid for in 2018-19,

Atrio of youth team coaches
and parents calling themselves
the Haddonfield Turf Field
Commi appeared at the
Haddonfield commission’s
June 12 work caucus, armed
with large photographs show-
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ing a huge bare-dirt spot run
ning the length of the 100-yard
field right down the middle,
from end post to end post, as
well as large puddling around
the perimeter of the field,
between the field boundaries
and the new curbing. They
sought permission from the
commission to launch a formal
town-wide fundraising cam
paign to purchase and install
artificial turf at the field, a
project that comes with a $1.5
million price tag, not includ
ing soft costs.

Kyle Turner, Bob Hunter,
and Dan Silvestri told the
commission the youth foot-
field hockey,
ading
«dule disruptions
every time it rains, echoing
what representatives  from
Crows Woods youth soc-
cer association were saying
almost exactly 4 year ago

The field doesn’t drain
very well, there's very poor
all around it, and
the grass turfl does not hold
up well at all,” Hunter said
Everyone who : field
(over 1,000 child: teens)
lost plenty of practice time
because of the mud.

ams

the year lost to
ndemic, the field has
nnl\ seen three full years of

(Continued on page 3)
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Colls Buys Sun Bank
Lot, Aims to Redevelop

by Katrina Janco

On Monday, the Collir
wood Board of Commissioners
swiftly went through a jam-
packed agenda. They adopted
a resolution that authorizes
the borough to purchase the
vacant Sun Bank/Ocean First
Bank property and its parking
lot for roughly $15 million,

which mayor Jim M
“a pretty good deal”
the property was assessed for
roughly $1.9 million

The borough will be able to
buy it usin
the borough's surplus funds
and intends to sell it next year

cash on hand using

(Cantinued on page 7)

Dealing with
Animal Shelters
‘Ruff’ for Oaklyn

by Lily Gannon

The steep price of animal
shelter services were discussed
at Oaklyn’s caucus meeting on

Monday. According to bor-

ough administrator Bonnie
Taft, “we pay almost $40,000

a year... that gives us up to 50

animals.”

“Today eight rabbits were
dumped at the VFW. They
were  white rabbits,”  said
police chief Jayne Jones, “They
don’t know where they came
from...they were in an actual
tote.” .

While Jones added that the

(Continued on page 9

Audubon Tax Sale
‘Lowest Number of
Properties Ever’

by Joan Buohler

Audubon  tax  collector
Megan Giordano said at the
Audubon commission’s Tues-
day work caucus that the
number of properties up for
tax sale this year, 67, repre
sented “the lowest number
I've ever seen, as we're usu-
ally in the 80s and above, and
that's a good thing, because
it means homeowners have
been able to pay their taxes,
sewer and CCMUA bills.”

The amount of premium
dollars the borough collects
in a special account and reim-
burses lien holders dropped
from $300,400 in 2022 to just
$45,200 in 2023, another mea-
suring stick Giordano
enced. Giordano is the tax

-

collector for both Audubon
and Haddonfield
(Continued on page 19)
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official “plugging-in

of grants from three entities,

by Joan Buchie

Shiny new electric vehide superchargers were
laid under the PATCO train tracks i
Weddnesday, and Santa was spotted sneakily trying
ane of the new tays out before heading back o the
North Pole in his dean energy mode of transporta-
tion, Collingswood mayor James Maley joked at an
ceremony that morning

The two new fast chargers are the first of their
kind to be installed in Camden County for public
use, and cost 250,000, paid for with a combination

of Public Utilities, the state Department of Environ-
(Continued on page 7)

Christmas Comes Early for Colls
Enviro and

-

-

the New Jersey Board

Advocates

Collingswood HIGH POWERED REVEAL: Colingswcod

Green Team member Chris DiPnto had the
honor of first oficial plug-n, defvering elec-
trons as fusl from e fown's new Chargepont
Suparchargers electric vehicle charging ste-
$ars o his 2017 Chevy Bok. DiPinto, far eft
was joined by Sania, Colingswood mayor Jm
Malsy, county commissioner Jon Young, and
§#th district N stee asssmblymen Bil Moen
at Wednesday's plug-in caremany. “From our
soft opening (of these chargers), we've sesna
pretty high demand airsady,” Maley noted for
orlodkers and fie press

Thorny Issues Surround
OPRA Request Reforms

byKatiina Janco
Changes to New Jersey's
public rcords Jaw could upenc
the process of keeping govern-
ment accountable. Legislators in
Trenton are drafting potentially
significant changes to the Open
Public Revords Act, commaonly
known as OPRA, steps that have
public records custodians hope-
ful for relief and transparency
advocates deeply concerned
OPRA governs how newspa-

pers like The Refrospect, activists
and concerned ditizenscan access
reconds at all levels of govern-
ment in New Jersey. Commer-
cial interests, however, have also
found OPRA immensely useful
driving demand for records and
straining government resources.

Iransparency  advocates
waorry about what revisions leg-
islators could make during the
lame duck session, the period
after the November election and

before the new legislature mem-
bers are swom into office.
“We've heard so many differ-
ent things from different peo-
ple and that's a core problem
Ihere's talk of rushing it through
lame duck, but here we are at
the end of the year and we don't
even know what those bills are,”
said CJ Griffin, an OPRA expert
and litigator for Pashman Stein
Walder Hayden. “So how could
(Continued on page 8)
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County Freedom Medal Awarded

o ’\b»-.

BECAUSH
fram
the Cam-
left, Tom Martis,
the homeless
up Library, &
sssioner Fd MeDon-
h

EVERYBODY CAN BE
EVERYBODY CAN SERVE:
The Retrospect area t

dent Coundy Free
f Haddon Touwn,
wnder of the
his medal b
Wbory,
¥

s community. Jon DeSimone,
wod, an LGBTQ+ activist

Last week a ceremony honored 11 Cam-
den County residents for their contributions to
improving their community at the 2023 Camden
County Freedom Medal Ceremony. Five of the
recipients hail from The Retrospect coverage area

The d, created by the Camden County
Board of Commissioners in 2001, is presented to
civic leaders who demonstrate ideals and actions
that reflect the principles of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Since it began 22 years ago, more than
1,200 Camden County residents ¢ received
this prestigious honor,

This process has always brought forth incred-

ible stories of selflessness and sacrifice and this
year’s group of recipients are no different,” said
county commissioner Jonathan Young,

Collingswood Students
Slam Superintendent-

by Joan Buehler

Student leaders at Collings-
wood High School late Mon-
day evening shifted from ask-
ing the board of education to
not renew superintendent Dr.
Fredrick H. McDowell Jr's
contract next year to calling
for his immediate resignation
at the body’s regular monthly
meeting. ’

“He's got to go,” wrote
Aidan DiMarco, student rep-
resentative to the board, in an
email to The mpect after
Monday’s meeting, which
included a link to the online
petition he and fellow student

representative Riley Stacy ane
arculating

Hours earlier, the students
had read a searing indictment
of McDowell's performance
into the record during the
time allotted for their student
report. That time is usually
a tame affair with subjects
such as football game scores,
prom plans, and awands won
by various student groups but
not on this occasion

Included were 11 sepa-
rate anonymous testimonials
from teachers who the two

(Continued on page 6

Haddon Township
School Referendum
Taking Shape

by Bethany Mitros
The Haddon Township
Board of Education heard a
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state of the district” presen-
tation from superintendent Dr.
Robert Fisicaro at its meet-
ing last week which included
updates on two trending top-
ics — the planned bond referen-
dum and preschool expansion

“There is no doubt we are
heading toward a referen-
dum,” said Fisicaro, though
what items the referendum,
tentatively  scheduled for
March 12, 2024, will include
are yet to be determined
Over the next few months, the
scope of work will be finalized
and prepared for community
engagement

“We have a fairly short
window of time between now
and April, when we will hold
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Woodlynne Teacher
Krystal Valianti

Needs a Kidney
",

¢

special bond in many ways. The pair feaches togethe
¢ kidney to Krystal in 2015 after she
d of another

by Matt Ensco
The Valianti sisters of Oaklyn are a rare broed. When

sister Krystal was in desperate need of a kidney in
5, Nicole came running. She stepped to the front of the
donor line and gave the gift of life to her sister who was only
21 yearsold and a stellar collegiate athlete at the time. But now,
Krystal is in need again and looking for a new kidney

Becoming a transplant necipient was never on Krystal's
radar. She was an elite athlete all her life and in peak physical
condition. But in her junior year of college, just before her third
Jacrosse season with the Rutgers-Camden Scarlet Raptors her
mother noticed something; Krystal scemed more tinxd than
usual

“She was always petite, but that winter break she was Josing
weight and my mom noticed she was sleeping a ot more,”
Nicole recounted about what led to her sister’s diagnosis in

3
2015. Krystal went to the doctor for bloodwork and a few
(Continued on page 8)

Bombshell Lawsuit

Could Blow U

by Bethany Mitros

The next chapter for the
long-embattled Bancroft par-
cel is unfolding in Haddon
field, thanks to new litigation
filed by developer 2 Hopkins
Lane against the borough and
its zoning board last month
The 191-page complaint filed
by Marino, Tortorella and
Boyle of Chatham, NJ, on
December 6 is a proverbial
bomb of a lawsuit, alleging
discrimination and fraud on
the part of Haddonfield dating
back to 2015, when 2HL pro
posed turning the pa

a residential drug anc

treatment facility, an
ing to the present day
1t seeks, in a trial by jury,

(Continued on page 6)

d land
donfield Memorial High

he

p Bancroft Deal

Some Heat as Barrington,
Heights FDs Merge

by Bratt Ainsworth
After two decades of talk
ton and
re depart-
2023 under

and studies, Bar
Haddon He

shts

shared service

a ¢

agreement which runs a paid
three-firefighter squad week-
days from 6 am. to 4 p.m

with volunteers from the two
boroughs covering calls on
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weekends and overnight

Barrington council
proved  the
its Tuesday night caucus
meeting with the lone fire
department member on the
governing  body, council-
man Wayne Robenolt, voting
ainst the deal, Earlier in the
evening, during the governing
body's reorganization meet-

ing, the councilman thanked
outgoing Barrington fire chief
Ken Baus for his steadfastness
in “these trying times” and for
his service.

Asof ) y 1, 29-year-old
Joe Hales from the Heights
department took the reins as
for both departments
with Heights fireman Sean Fer-

chie

(Continued on page 3)

Residency Provision
Nixes Wright from
Oaklyn BOE

by Matt Enuce.

Few things will change in
Oaklyn regarding the board of
education, The board's reor
ganization meeting was quick
and didn't include much reor-
ganizing as longtime president
Bill Stauts was nominated to
remain in his seat and unani
mously approved. Current vice
president Todd Schaefer nomi
nated Stauts to continue as pres

ident and was nominated by
board member Colleen Faupel
to maintain his role as vice presi-
dent. Schaefer was unanimously
approved by the board o con-

One glaring loose end is a
vacancy after write-in candidate
David Wright did not meet the
residency requirement to sit on

(Continued on page 7)
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Area Schools
Responding
to Youth Mental

BOOKS AND BARKS: Therapy dog Lola has been on staff in Bar.
rington schools for a year end half with counselor Sera Plunkett, and

shudents heve re
during the scheol day
by Bethany Mitros

The CDC reported last year
that more than a third of high
school students experienced
poor mental health during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
but the pandemic alone is
not solely responsible for
issues that were increasing
even before the virus caused
global shutdowns

Haddon Township stu-

esponded positively to her calm, everyday presence

dent  assistance  counselor
Morgan MdDonald said that
she now sees a record num-
ber of students with anxiety.
“They have anxiety about
everything” she explained
She thinks that mental health
awareness has helped stu-
dents more easily identify
and talk about problems like
anxiety and depression, but
(Continued on page 16)

Q¢ Mam’c Radavalanan

Audubon BOE
Seeks Open Lines
with Teachers

by Matt Enuco

Policy and governance
occupied a large portion of
the Audubon board of educa
tion meeting last Wednesday
where the issue of establish-
ing a liaison committee to the
Audubon Education Associ-
ation took centerstage. Gov-
emance committee chair Jim
Blumenstein reported that
his committee was in favor
of establishing a dedicated
committee to maintain lines

of communication with the
AEA, but the board’s solicitor
cautioned that doing so could
be used as a way to sidestep
administration

“Things have certainly
improved, but there is still
room for improvement,” Blu-

menstein reported on com-
munications between board
committees and the AEA.
One of the things we did
discuss is forming our own
(Continued an page 15)
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Barrington Expands Ambulance
Partnership with Runnemede

by Joan Buehlor

Barrington is amending
its shared service agreement
with Runnemede to help the
neighboring municipality staff
its ambulance during daytime
hours, according to a meso-
lution approved by the gov-
eming body at its business
5 May 9
In greenlighting the new

arrangement, the Barrington
Ambulance Association will
pocket 30 percent of the reve-
nue generated by that crew’s
annual emergency calls, pro-
jected to be in the $20,000 to
$40,000 range, BAA chief Kate
Bowen told council members
when she presented the idea
for the amendment the previ-
ous week.

Oaklyn BOE Discusses
Cops in School

by Matt Enuco
Oaklyn's board of educa-
tion worked through an effi-
cient meeting on Tuesday that
induded a discussion about
their partner district Collings-

much more interaction with stu-
dents. The adoption of an SLO
in Collingswood has been met
with broad criticism from the
community and students.

The context of the discus-

BAA will send its daytime
emergency medical technican
(EMT) to Runnemede’s ambu-
lance building to join with its
EMT to form a two-person
crew, in a move Bowen said,

just changes the building
where the technician reports
for work.”

The assodiation already has
in place a $75,000-per-year
shared service
Runnemede. It covers a short-
fall in Runnemede’s staffing
by relieving that borough of

(Continued on page 5)
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Students Interview Black
Seniors, Gain Perspective

it this fall, Thms we
v requested the sh

by Bethany Mitros
Haddonfield is a predominantly white town and has been
for centuries; however, the contributions of some of its black
citizens will now be preserved for generations to come thanks
to students at Haddonfield Memorial High School. The work
(Continued on page 3

Paul VI Students
Raising $50,000
to Fight Cancer

by Bethany Mitres

Nearly every person’s life
has been touched by cancer
in one way or another, but a
group of local students hope
their generation can be the
last one to say that. Paul VI
junior Jack Straus and Team
Generation Cure, which also
includes  Will  Mrozinski,
Colin Mrozinski, Anna Mroz-
inski, Elise Fortuna, Danielle
Russell, Madison Pedicelli,
Isabella  Pedicelli, Audr
Klingner, and Aidan Minkel,
are Student Visionaries of the
Year South Jersey through the
Leukemia and’ Lymphoma
Society.

Their goal is to raise $50,000
for research that could lead
to a breakthrough cure for
cancer. That's because their
lives have been affected by
cancer as well, Straus said his
aunt was diagnosed with lym
phom ar ago. “She is
very strong individual who
treats every day like it is the
best gift she has ever received
She has taught me to be proud

A FORCE FOR ¢
dents Will and Col

VI -
rozimska

after a short

of who I am because there is
only one me,” he sald. “My
aunt is supportive of every
person she has ever met. And
now, I have a chance to show

(Continued on page 7)

Twp. Rent Control Passes 4% Hike; Past Discrepancies Found

by Joan Buchler

Haddon Township apart-
ment dwellers living at one
of the six township rent-con-
trolled properties are in for an
unpleasant surprise this year
when they open lease renewal
letters containing a four-per-
cent increase, the maximum
allowed under the town’s rent
control ordinance.

The increase, which hasn’t
been close to this high in at
least the past 12 y
to strain some resident bud
gets as it will require digging
into pocketbooks to come up
with approximately $800 extra
per year for the average $1700
per” month  one-bedroom
apartment

At the Jan. 26 meeting of

raTs, IS sure

the town’s rent control board
(RCB), the five-member panel
approved the four-percent
increase for 27 apartments at
Haddon Crossings, 62 apart-
ments in Haddon Vi and
ane apartment in Colonial Vil
lage; eventually, every tenant
at these apartment com-
plexes secking to renew his
or her Jease in 2023 will see

the increase, plus the tenants
of Haddon Hills, Lynne Gar-
dens, and Cedar Crossing, In
total, the RUB sets the rents for
1,189 apartment units.

A 25-page ordinance, chap-
ter 189 of the town's code,
vests the RCB with its author-
ity, describes the qualifica-
tions of members and how
they are seated, and puts forth

PR acce fan Mannsrinag Mainc in Dahlia TThadan Qansstdinaer

the exact method to calcu-
late each year’s rent increase,
(Continued on page 6)
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The Young and the Reckless:
Giving Bike Life
a Bad Name

by Molly Parks
Rising incidents of reck-
less bike riding among youth,

swerving at cars a <on

n

offense, could leave young ric
ers bike-less in Haddonfield or
facing differing punishments in
other Refrospect area towns,

On Sunday Haddon Town-
ship observed a brutal inci-
dent at the Target in Westmont
Plaza, where a juvenile biked
into the store and repeatedly
punched a Target er
after he tried to stop "
ride. The investigation into that
incident is ongoing.

Just one day later a bike-po-
licing measure alre; in the
works in Haddonfield was
adopted after a public hear-
ing. The borough commission
amended the town code on
bicycles and skateboards to
allow officers to impound the
rides of the reckless.

“We would impound it, we
will take it badk to the PD, it
may go into storage, and it will
be stored if you and a parent or
a responsible adult can’t come
caim it, 25 a s for us to

(Continued on page 4)

Summer Storm:

Public Turns Up Heat
in Township

by Molly Parks

Though the |
ship commission
than five minutes to run through
the agenda during their meet

lon Town

s took less

ing on Tuesday night, comments
from the public prolonged the
meeting toover ane hour, Nearly
every public comment, whether
conceming neighborhood flood
ing, reckless juvenile biking, or
the community’s music festival,
sparked either considerable dis
cussion or action from the com
missioners,

After the July 4th storms del-
uged Jocal towns with storm-

Avenue returned to the munid-
pal hall on Tuesday to resurface
concemns about r repeatedly
flooded properties. Residents
from the neighborhood previ-
ously appeared in front of the
commission in a July 2019 meet-
ing to air their concerns after a

(Continued on page 16)
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SIGN UP! Imvest in original
journalism about your commu-
nity today by scamn
code. Get local news delivered
to your email nbox and maik
box every week

Invest in
Real
Journalism
with
The Retrospect

by Brott Ainsworth, Publisher

What does $75 buy
these days?

Plenty when  you
sign up for two years
of award-winning jour
nalism from The Refro
spect. That's 104 weeks
of original, hometown
reporting! (See page 23
for our latest awards
haul.)

For those who are not
current subscribers, this
paper is now available
online and in hand for
less than a buck a week
Sign up today so that
on your phone, tablet,
desktop or in your mail-
box - you will receive
time
cused news not reported
anywhere else. Despite
the withering of jour-
nalism everywhere, The

o community-fo-

Retrospect, your home-
town newspaper, con-
tinues to deliver

How do we do it?
For starters, our profes-
sional staff all live here
and have roots in this
part of Camden County

(Continued on page 23)

Little Lily Loves
to Help Others

™

i
*y

HEART FOR HOMELESS: Fourth
grader Lily Cuticchia, of Haddon Town.
ship, invites everyone 1o atlend a festive
basket auction at her home this weekend
with the procseds used to benefit the
Cooper Center for Healing where her

by Bethany Mitros

Lily Cuticchia isn’t
even double digits, but
already the St. Rose of
Lima fourth grader has
made a big difference
for people who are less
fortunate. This Sunday,
she hopes the local
community comes out
to help her help others
at a basket auction at
her home in the West
Collingswood Heights
section of Haddon
Township. With the
funds she raises, Cutic-
chia will purchase
essential  items  for
those struggling with
substance use disor-
ders, many of whom
are also homeless, at
the Cooper Center for

mom, Jordan Warner, works.

(Continued on page 20)

Collingswood Looks
to Take, Redevelop
Sun Bank Building

by Joan Buehler
Having not exercised the
right to take property by emi-

nent domain in quite some
time, on Monday Collings-

wood’s  commission  resur-
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rected the pment tool
to make something happen
with the former Sun Bank/
Ocean First Bank building,
which “is and always has

been, a big comer of com-
merce in our town,” said
mayor Jim Maley, speaking on
the’ resolution that will start
the condemnation process.
“We've had a few develop-
ment proposals come in, and
those proposals have made
it pretty clear that nothing is
ever going to happen there,
because people are proposing
like six-story buildings... We
have an owner who thinks it's
worth more than it is, because

(Continued on page 6)

Audubon Police Chief
Files Complaint
Against Boro Admin

by Bathany Mitros

Accusations of impropriety,
a hostile work_environment
and retaliation flew in Audu-
bon Tuesday duri
lic discussion of an employ
complaint at the commission’s

3 the pub-

caucus meeting, held via
Zoom. The commission has
been meeting via Zoom for
caucus meetings and in per-

son for regular meetings.
Prior tothe discussion, solic-

itor Sal Siciliano explained
that the commission had two
separate employee complaints
to evaluate. Rice notices,
which advise public employ
ees that their employment will
be discussed in an upcoming
meeting, were sent to both
employees. Personnel matters
are held for closed sessions,
unless the individual chooses

(Continued on page 21)

Freighted Question:
How Safe is Local Rail?

BIRDS EYE VIEW: The Pavoria Yard n Camden s
whers freight cars are organized just cutsids of re

by Joan Buehler
Are our communities in
danger from a freight train
going off the rails?
answer sy
ot our fair share’
ight trains carrying hazard-
ous chemicals traveling through
The Retrospect coverage area,
says Christopher Costa, Cam-
den County’s emergency
agement coordinator — thaugh
railroads aren’t obligated to
update communities about the
cango they carry and where and
when it's transported
The recent news that the Nor-
folk Southern train that derailed
in East Palestine, Ohio on Feb-

ency man-

Conrail's cperations hub,
dential neighbarhoods

ruary 3 was heading for South
'y carrying 900,000 pounds
of the toxic flammable gas vinyl
chloride prompted a Retrospect
investigation into the county’s
preparedness plan in the event
of a derailment here.

Freight trains containing as
few as 10 cars and as many as
200 arrive daily in South Jersey
over the Delair Bridge in Penn
sauken, then head for the Pavo-
nia rail yard in Camden. In that
vast yard, located just off State
St. mere yands from residen-
tial neighborhoods, small retail
businesses, schools, and public
parks, freight cars are added,

(Continued on page 22)
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Mark Zeigler

Don’t Tell Anyone You Have a
Pony; People Used to Use
These (He Still Does

o Momory Zane)

$6,650 annually. Dougherty said  nis Cub’s board of directors
Teague should not vote because  rejected a formal purchase offer
he shared an office building with of $550,000 from Haddon Town.
Cathcart but the township solici- ship, stating the dub was not
torsaid the mayor’s vole did not  for sale. Mayor Bill Park and the

it-year-old 1

PONY EXPRE
st Madison A

You've got to nip itt N||\ itin the bud!
Collingswood had a Mayberry" feel
were kids,” Tommy Williford reflected, likenin
carly childhood days living in the boroug
1950s to the quintessential small town in te
ffith Shozw.

n the

evision's

plutely! That's what it was like,” agreed Frank
Hill, as the two reminisced of childhood adventures
- hunting for pennies and railroad spikes along the
Pennsylvania-Railroad Seashore Lines tracks that
once cut through town, playing slo-mo peewee foot
ball behind the Cordier’s home on Park Ave. and making
espinning baseball cards in the

1 probably ruined a Jackie Robinsont” Tommy said,
laughing

The two Collingswood natives had not known each
ather prior to meeting at The Retrospect office recently to
share memories of St. John School, but quickly discov
ered that they shared similar experiences

Kids Would be Kids

Tlived on Woodlawn Terrace and had to cross the railro
tracks to go to the park e skating,” Frank explained. *
remember thinking that 1f | stepped thiough the ice 1 wou
drown; because [my friends and 1] were only three feet tall, The
lake was only a foot and a half deep, but we didn't know.”

“After a decent snowfall, we'd hide in the bushes and
when an oil truck came along, we'd run up and grab the
bumper. We had those big black boots with the buckles and

1

rowing up.

we'd hold on and just ski along,” he continued

In those days, the soda trucks, the Coke and Pepsi trucks,
n backs where the soda bottles were,” Tommy added
ng his head, while explaining his childhood exploits

We'd ride up on our bikes when they stopped at a light and
take a bottle. Kids would be kids.

The two recalled how, even as youngsters, kids pretty much
had unsupervised free

The
to o for the pe
cigar shop [Dahl's United Cigar Store, where Atlantic Travel is
now] because they sold girlie magazines and the Triangle lun.
cheanette [where the June BYOB restaurant is now] because
Rock “n Roll music was played there and they had a pinball
machine and also a condom machine in the bathroom.

FUN FACT
liford, AKA
ommy McCarth
FM or @ host of music specials on QVC-TV

were two placesin fown where you were forbidden

e veaders may be familia

oy

d Broadeast Pioneers member
cctor of 98.1 WOGL-

» personality @

from his days as s

“Don’t Tell Anyone That You Have a Pony”

ypurting s Roy Rogers cavabuy bouts, rides “Lightning  in his backyard
Willifind, AK/

A Tammy McCarthy during his early radio days.

Everyone Likes

a Kid with a Pony
‘Welived on East Madi-

| son Ave. when Iwas little,”

Tommy said. “When [ was

eight, my father bought me

a pony for my birthday! T
N can still emember the flat-
\ bed truck out on the street
» h the pony in the hack
M and the man bringing him

down the ramp. His name
a’Jimmy? Inamed him [

was Jimmy. But | didn't wai

father [John] was from Texas, and he was goir
ushow to doit. He was goin
the back. Well, he landed on Lightning’s ramp and startied him
and e bucked him and threw him off.”

Some kids' dads built dog houses or rabbit hutches in their
yards for their pets. “My father built a corral in our backyard,”
Tommy said. “Next door were the Wirtzs and we kept the pony
in their garage at night

“Now this was the 505, and you weren't allowed to keep lives
stock in Collingswood. My dad told me not to sp it around
that I had a pony. But hey, I'm s old! What do you
expect? [ went to school on Monday and told everyone, ‘T have
a pony. L have a pony, Come ove
said, laughing,

Word got around town of Tommy’s new friend and soon the
dead-end E. Madison Ave. would be dogged with cars bringing
onlookers wanting to see the pony. “Now there was nowhen for
the neighbors to park and my dad told us, “You've got to keep it
down.’ On Sundays aiter church at St John, my street would be
lined with my classmates’ parents’ cars wheo brought them over
to ride the pony

“1d

toun and jump on Lightning from

d ride my pony!™” Tommy

all that fast” Frank inter-
ink’s face as he listened

r Lightning bein
jected. A smile had bee
to Tommy tell the story of the pony: The two had not met until
that moming at The Refrospact office, but it seems Tommy’s pony
was legendary. “1 know exactly where you lived. I was in you
backyard,” F rank chuckled, “1 was there to see the pony

growing on F

It seems what Lightning lacked in speed he made up with in
smarts. The po &
rage all by hinvsel p had
ors that swung out,” described Tommy. “The pony
would push against the doors and he eventually leared how to
undo the lock. He would wander the neighborhood at night
hih birthday was on November 2, 1954, We kept Light-
ing until the following May. We had to get rid of him when we
moved to Cape May.”

et out of t

Tt was an old garage that was empty an

the kind of

HAQUONDI TSIGENTS asked
the commission to halt plans

called a “monstrosity,”
town library bec
planned wiss mone th
fomicld needed. They wanted
to convene a new committee
and hire a library space consul
tant. Others defended the plans,
stating that the addition was
it 21

nevdad to support 21st century
needs and the collections of the
Haddonfield Historical Soc

50 Years Ago )

January 15, 1973
Strawbridge School in Had.
don_Township implemented
a pilot progr
iss M

grade dass. ACT, which stood
for Achievement Competence
Training, provided instructional
materials specifically designed
to teach children a behavioral
method that would help them
leam to be effective i setting
and achieving their own goals.

The Collingswood

School dance band, und
dinxtion of Mr. Albert T
1ino, was invited to perf
the Walston Army Hospital at
Fort Dix. Members planned to
play songs from the past and
present, as well as selections

from the schools talent show

75 Years Ago

January 15, 1948

Collingswood  residents
required some form of police
assistance or protoction. once
every hour in 1947, The 6575
wotal’ calls included reports of
robbeties, suspicious persons,
suicides, “domestic brawls,
attempted sex crimes,  traffic
violations, accidents

Calle for i and ambulance sr.
vices were down in 1947.

Teachers in  Collingswood
roquested salary increases total
% $52000 for the upcoming
school year and $108000 in
total over the next three y
The board of education, how.
ever, rejected the proposal and
instead offerd a compromise of
the full sum over five years

100 Years Ago
January 19, 1923

Eight members of the Collings-

wood Fire Company narrow

escaped death when the fi

truck on which they we

collided with a trolley car that
did not yield at Haddon and
Woodlawn Aves. One suffered
he femur

ers walked away w

cuts and bruises. Haddon Ave:
tailor Mr. Kliger witnessed the
collision. “With that grinding
crash, the sound of splintering
wood and breaking glass, men
were thown in the air and all
directions — it is indeed f
nte that no one was killd
Collingswoods John B. Kates,
amember of the Delaware River
Bridge Commission and former
judge, informed the govemnor of
Pennsylvania that New Jersey
had money to complete its por-
tion of the project and needed
m Pennsylvania ture to
prove s share of the cost to
plete the bridge.

tu-
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Glass as Art: Planning Board
Graeber Captures a Great ORKSdC" yftal Lake
edevelopment
Through the Len - by Joan Buohler next box in the redevelopment
. X byLIlyGum?- Crystal Lake Shopping punu\nl the property.
New Jersey, well known for its glass industry, has 3 Center in Haddon Town- “The site is within walk-
developed some of the best glass artists in the world ‘ ship, having lost its ing distance to the elementary,

1989 before striking out

Look up Stankard in
artcataloguesoronline
and the list of awards
for his paperweights,
encapsulating delicate
glass flowers and foli-
age, would be the first
thing you see. But,
as often is the case,
the man and the life
behind that art can be
just as intricate.

Gracber, a renowned
glass artist in his own
right, felt the world
should know the real
Stankard, who is now
in his 805, “I had this
epiphany...I gotta start
to record (Joved ones)
stories, And then | said,
you know what, | gotta
do this for Paul, too”

Flowey and  Flame
documents the life and

(Continued on page 2)

Haddon Township’s David Graeber worked alongside
one of the greats, Paul J. Stankard, as an assistant in

student, Graeber wants to pay homage and capture
Stankard’s journey in a documentary.

anchor Thriftway gro-
cery store a decade
ago and recently hav-
ing lost a Rite-Aid
pharmacy, is “cry-
ing out un redevel-
opment,” township
planner and engi-
neer Gregory Fusco
told the town’s plan-
ning board last week
in advance of the board
voting to check off the

on his own in 2009. Once a

by Joan Buehler

Haddon Heights coundl is
mulling a new tax be added to
property tax bills come 2024 —
a sewer use charge, apparently
Jong overdue, according to
borough engineer Steven Bach,
because
sanitary sewer pipes are near
the end of their useful life

CLEAR AS GLASS: Artist David Graeber showcased
his talent by creating & snowman out of glass while A 3
'xz 9

speaking about his mentor, Paul Stankard. Top righ
one of Stankard's glass paperweights sh
the masters workmanship in creating Melike 1\0wc
branches and bees entirely from glass.

century-old  terracotta

In a revart to mavar and

middle and high schools, to
the PATCO train station, to
the Target shopping center, to
Saddler’s Woods — it's a very
attractive area, and because
all these amenities, | can’t think
of a property more suited to
redevelopment than this one,”
Fusco testified, concerning the
large retail property at the cor-
ner of Crystal Lake Ave
MacArthur Blvd
(Continued on page 15

and

Heights Council
Considers Levying
Sewer Tax

council on December 5, Bach
recommended  establishing
such a tax to start a new rev-
enue that would be
solely dedicated to funding an
estimated $20 million dollary’
worth of infrastructure renewal
and replacement of the town's
original sanitary sewer system

Uuh e d»‘ from a YI"d‘dY\h
Lo hee hic w

stream
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Haddonfield Native Stedman Set
to Stand Trial on Jan. 6 Charges;
Jan. 6 Rioter Stedman Facing
Prison Time
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Haddonfield Native Stedman Set
to Stand Trial on January 6 Charges

by Matt Enuco

A trial date has been set for
Haddonfield native Patrick
Stedman for his involvement
in the January 6 insurrection
at the United States Capitol
Stedman was arrested on Jan-
uary 20, 2021 just two weeks
after a mob of Donald Trump
supporters laid sieg
Capitol in hopes of
the constitutionally mandated
electoral college count to cer-
tify the election of Joe Biden as
the next president

Recently filed court docu-
ments share details of plea
agreements Stedman declined
over the
he will stand trial on a five-
count indictment in D.C. dis-

to the

topping

st two years as

trict court beginning on June
5. The documents also provide
a list of expected evidence to
be presented at the trial which
is estimated to take approxi-
mately four days. The listed
evidence suggests where Sted-

man entered the Capitol and
where he traveled throughout
the building,
Stedman was active on
social media that day, snap
(Continued on page 16)

Brews, Vino and Spirits
Puttin’ on The Ritz

by Molly Parks

On May 23, Haddon Town-
ship commissioners adopted a
serwes of resolutions granting a
liquor license to The Ritz Theatre
Company, Inc. Resolutions 2023
069 through 20234071, approve
the issuance of a plenary retail
consumption license for the Ritz
Theatre, allowing the small non

profit theater company to sell
alcohol to its patrons,

Bruce Curless, the founder
and produding artistic dinec-
tor of the Ritz, explained that
the theater company has been
working on obtaining a liquor
license since before the COVID-
19 pandemic and began the

(Continued on page 6

Four-Town Stormwater Study
a Roadmap for the

by Joan Buahier
Improvements to sommwater
management in four Retrospect

towns, in the face of increasingly
frequent heavy rain events, will
cost a minimum of $11 million if
16 projects identified in a grant-
funded stormwater study are
all completed. That is the con-
clusion reached in the final ver-
sion of a “Stormwater Drainage
Study and GI Plan” authored by
Pennoni Assodates’ senior engi-
neer Beth-Ann Grasso,

Released this month, the 334-
page report reviews the urban

flooding problems of Haddon-
field, Haddon Heights, Audu-
bon, and Barrington, across
10757 square miles of essen-
tially shared geography when
it comes to onmshing storm-
water, The study maps all the
drainage arcas and  recom-
mends green infrastructure fixes
where appropriate. The work
was funded by a $167,000 grant
awarded by the Delaware Valley

Future

The report’s release a few
weeks ago was oo late for its
recommended projects to make
it into the towns' 2023 capital
improvements budgets. None
of the towns have even begun
the process of unpacking the
report’s conclusions according
to three of the town's mayors
and Audubon’s business admin-
istrator

(Continued on page 5

Regional Planning Cc
in mid-2021, with each town
contributing $8,350 toward the
required 20 percent cash match

Having a Cop on Campus
Draws Colls Parent Protest

by Bethany Mitres.

A partnership between the
Collingswood Police Depart-
ment  and  Collingswood
School District was approved
ast month, but parents still
hope the board will reconsider
the agreement that will bring
an armed school liaison officer
(SLO to the district

Board president Regan

Kaiden updated the school
board on the progress of the
partnership committee during
the committee of the whole
session at last week's meeting,
The committee is currently
working on a job descrip-
tion for the SLO. “We know

that there are concerns in the

community about what the
(Continued on page 4)
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Remembering |
Memorial é
Day’s

HEIGHTS
HEROES: Mey 25,
Heddon  Heights
High School st
dents and com-

gathered at the
HHHS foothal stacium 1 honor the sacifie of service members during the

schoofs annual Memoral Day ceremony., The Heights Heroes Ciub hosted
Fiiday's event Students Medson Clark and Cardine Medden of fie club
spoke at the event, inducing slumnus Jeoques H. Allen into e Heights
Heroes Hal of Fame and honcring several steff end community members
who have served n the amed foross, The guests of honor included Metthew
Merin, Sorry Lesper, Bob McGrath, end Lauren O, Haddon Heights
mayor Zachery Houck inroduoad the two guest speakers, Shaun end Zach
Ferguson. The tao veleran brothers gradustied from Haddon Heights High
Schoolin 2011 and 2013, respectvely, and spoke about the meening and
importenca of Memoril Dey. The event wes bookandsd with music, a5 the
2nd Avenus Singers sang e Nationel Anthem o begin e csremany, and
the students gathered arcund the flagpole in front of the schodl 1 fsten to
Teps and parfcpated in a moment of siknoe es e event conchided
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Colls Dance Co. Fresh Take
On Nutcracker

Page 20, The Retrospect, Friday, December 8, 2023

Collingswood Dance Company’s Fresh Take on The Nutcracker

by Ully Ganmon
No one can deny that The
cracker b

et is a staple of

season. However,

wood's Flair Dance
the famous show
rious and creative
update. Cracked Nuts show-
cases the myriad of talents
red and expanded upon
by Flair owner and ¢
‘hristina Dunni

is

getting a

welcor

ow follow:
character of the ori
eracker, Clara, who
and desc d by Du <
as “like the single wacky aunt
that people have.” In the story,
Clara ends up at her s
house with a group of peo-
ple on Christmas Eve,
which sets in motion
a party. From there,
Dunnington  says,
“she has a little too
much to drink, and
the rest of the stary
is kind of following
her wacky drunken
Christmas dream

A
nington w
although kids welcome
and the show is not inappro-
priate, there is “some adult
humor in it with the drinking”
that she wants parents to be
aware of

On top of that, while ballet
is definitely featured, there is
much more to it Ra
diers will be performing
hop battles and Rockette
showgirls will do rout
the land of snow. Tap dancing
and salsa will als :
each style headed by

ter's

side note, Dun-
arns  that

e of

seven choreographers brought
into the studio to help be
the performance ¢ 3

life

In total, there are around 60
dancers included in this
show. “We cast v
dancer that walked thro
the doog”™ said Dunnin
who added that every
Je
ice had a part Auditions for
the show happened in late

skill

from professional to nov-

August, which was also when
the Collingswood studio had
opened. According to Dunning-
ton, since starting in September,
the company has had n
every Sunday, with “random
rehearsal aughout the week
tor smaller piece

heanals

This is only the second iter-
ation of Cra
was hirst pe
Producer and bus:
John DeStefano Jr. explained
that each year’s show is p
posefully unique. “It's never
the same,” said DeStefano,
“Just with the story, the music
is different, the dancers are
different, we have different
groups.” The goal is to keep
things fresh for both the danc-
ers and the audience.

ur-

While Cracked Nuts
 from The Nt-
ke, sudences should know that
s for dfferent from a waditonal

batet. Around 60 dancers wil show
off styles of danaing from tap to saisa

22 and 23 shows at Suzanne Roberts
Theatre in Phiadeiphia

Altogether, with intermis-

not the first

nington has taken on. Since
starting her company in 2021,
he has hosted a summer

BEST

T

ance festival which focuses
on adult dancers. In fact, the

Dance Company’s festival

“l realized that there was
this really big need fo
dance community,”
nington, “1 kind of

an adult
Dun-
ent full

d built this company
ground up from the
festival” She noted that the
first version of vd Nuts
came to be r she noticed a
need for adult-centered danc-
ing opport

force

from

nities
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Bethany Mitros

Drug Overdose
Settlement in CC

by Bethany Mitros

Overdose  deaths  spiked
during the pandemic but num-
bers had been on the rise well
before that. There are myriad
causes, but  ph
companies have been accused
of downplaying the risks asso-
ciated with apicids, while over.
stating their benefits, along with
other troubling practices.

Those companies, includ
ing manufacturer Johnson and
Johnson and distributors McK-
esson, Cardinal Health and
AmerisourceBergen faced a bar-
rage of lawsuits, many of which

ceutical

were setthed last year with no
admission of wrongdoing but
nevertheless gamered a com
mitment to pay up to $26 billion
to resolve the claims and deliver
meaningful relief to communi-
ties affected

As part of the settlement,
Camden County will receive $32
million over the next 20 years as
partof the $641 million awarded
to New Jersey. So far, the county
has announced that $12 million
of that will go toward a mobile
pilot program where medically
assisted treatment will be dis-
pensed from an outreach van,
take-home kits of naloxone to
overdose and substance use dis-
order patients treated in county
wide emengency departments,
Narwotics Overdose Prevention
& Education (NOPE) in middle
and high schools and increased
advertising and public ser-
vice announcements about the
dangers of opioids and county

Tesounes.

While those
make an impact, Haddon Town-
ship resident Heather Ogden
says it is just a start, Ogden, as
a linkage to care coordinator for
the CIXC Foundation, founded
by Congress to support the
(DC's public health work, is
working both on the front lines
and at the bureaucratic level to
connect those with substance
use disorder with harm reduc-
tion and recovery services,

Her job is unique in the state,
s most people typically work
on the front lines or on the polit
ical side. “There isa lot going on,
but nobody talks to each other
I am a go-between,” Ogden
explained. She often shares what
each of the different agendies,
like Mental Health and Addic
tion Services, the NJ Department
fLhaalils ok s A

asures will

e €

opioid use, which helps avoid
duplicating services. “This way
there is a litthe more communi
cation between the two worlds, 1
can let the people who make the
devisions with the money know
what is actually needed from
the people using the services”
she said

Much of her work revolves
around training and education
with a focus on recove
harm reduction, as well as lan-
guage training to ensure that
thase with substance use disor-
der are referred o respectfully
and with terminology that does
not cause additional harm or
stigma.

“There has been a really good
push toward  implementing
new and more effective front:
line services” said Ogden, but
the treatment landscape has not
changed. “It’s exactly the same
as it has been forever,” she said.
Those seeking help often strug-
gle to find treatment options, as
it can be costly and insurance, if

and

a person has it, does not always
cover the needed services. The
ts of that are deadly

Though overdose numbers
have leveled off a bit since the
pandemic, Ogden said numbers
are still way too hi “This is
still considered an epicenter.
This is still where drugs are
coming in.”

According to the Attorney
General's NjCaresgov website,
New Jersey, through May 31 this
year, has 1,144 reported over-
dose deaths, with 151 in Cam-
den County. The only county
with & higher total is Essex with
193 deaths. Atlantic County is a
distant third with 81

One of the mast helpful ini-
tatives by the
50 far, said Ogdes
increase the prev
oxone, an FDA-approved med
ication that rapidly reverses an
opioid overdose. The AG's office
recorded an estimated 15407
naloxone administrations in
2022. Naloxone boxes have been
installed in all schools in Th
Retrospert coverag
as most municipal buildings. Tt

wernor’s officer

, has been to
Jence of nal-

area, as well

is also available to anyone at
pharmacy counters
The latter development was
a shift that did not get much
publicity, though it should ha
said Ogden, “Anyone can go in
and get it
A

no questions asked,
Jraons

naloxone were getting tumed
down for other important ser-
vices, whether it was for them-
selves or a family member. “It
was & huge problem. Now peo
ple can still easily get it and not
have to worry. We're making
sure to get it into more people’s
hands.

While the prevalence of nal-
oxone has been encouragin
another trend remains concem-
ing. Right now, they are finding
more drugs mixed with xyla-
zine, which does not respond to
naloxone:

It is super dangerous. It is a
respitatory depressant like fen-
1. but naloxone works on
yL” Ogden explained
“We stress the importance of
rescue breathing to keep that
person alive until emergency
services arrive [even when
naloxone is administered]. We
knew this was going to hap-
pen eventually. We have seen it
creeping in. It has been a huge
problem in Kensington, Phila-
delphia and it is coming into
our supply & lot more now,” she
said
The Office of National Drug
Control Policy in Washing-
ton, DC dedlared xylazine an
emerging threat, which freed
up funding to combat problems
assodiated with it. “It's not just
an East Coast problem anymore.
We can yell all we want but until
they see it, it doesn’t get a lot of
traction.”

The increase in drugs laced
with xylazine has led to other
problems. Ogden explained that
something about the chemistry
of xylazine causes wounds in

those using it. Though it is com-
mon for people injecting sub-
stances to have some injction
site wounds due to a lack of
access to dean syringes, xyla-
Zine causes open Soms,

This was one instance in
which Ogden’s pasition as
frontline responder and politi-
cal go-between was particularly
important because she was able
to let those making the finan-
cial dedsions know that more
resources needed to be ¢
to providing wound care

ected

sup-
plics,

Unless you are work-
ing direcly with people, you
wouldn't know It took s quite
a while, even though we are
working directly with people, to

b 2
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Drug Overdose Settlement Funds Come to Camden County

the drugs themselves,” she said
Another important harm
reduction service has beer

increase the availability of
tany] test strips that allow any-
one to test for the presence of
fentanyl, which has been asso-
dated with a spike in overdose
deaths. Fentany! test strips were
approved legislatively but the
measure was spexific to fen-
tanyl, so xylazine test strips are
not yet available. “We are back
to the drawing board until new
legislation is passed for that,
said Ogden. “By that time,
something else could be hitting
as well”

What would help most, said
Ogden, is a push for decriminal-
ization in general for substances
and paraphemalia. “It's like
whadk-a-mole when laws are so
specific. If we keep everything
criminalized, it is hard t© help
people. We can't give people test
strips or dean supplies without
wonying about whether they
will be locked up for it. People
hear the word decriminalization
and are scared, but they don't
understand that the landscape
has changed

The pervasiveness of deadly
fentany] in all kinds of drugs is
one of the biggest reasons wh
decriminalization could make a
big difference. “People that are
not using drugs on a daily basis
and do not have a substance
use disorder, who are just using
casually, maybe at a party, they
don’t know what they're get
ting. Those people are overdos-
ing and they are not making it
back. It's a completely differ-
ent situation. People don’t have
time to come around after mak-
ing repeated mistakes,” she said
“We Lau- to approach every
thing in a very different man;
bexcause things are different.”

She would like to see
improvements in treatment as
well. Most of the people she
works with are uninsured, on
Medicaid or  are Medicaid--
igible, and there are just not
that many in-patient treatment
options. Additionally, Ogden
said that the abstinence-based
approach is not always the best
fit for a person. Sometimes,
hamm redudction methods, like
medication-assisted  treatment
(MAT) are better options that
<an lead to recovery:

o

We're asking the wrong
questions and collectin,
wrong statistics. We're now
working with a new "
demographic and profile of
substance,” she said. Insurance
companies do not typically pay
for the length of treatment a per
son needs either, and other sup:

portive services for housing and
employment can be difficult to
find. “Is pretty crazy. We know
what works but we can’t get
the real key players to change
the format. What we have been
doing is not working well. We
need to widen the net and offer
more solutions.”

Ogden said she is always
looking for people with lived
experiences, either personal or
with a friend or family mem-
ber, to share with legisators to
encourage changes. “People
want to help pass legislation or
stop legislation that is harmful,”
she said. For example, there are
often calls to increase penalties
for fentanyl, particularly in elec
tion years when politiGans want
to look like they are tough on
crime. However, while people
think those laws will help arrest
people like Pablo Escobar, the
reality is “it will be your next
door neighbor’s son  whose
turn it was to buy drugs for
their friend group.” It might
be enough to get @ drug-deal-
ing charge, which comes with
felony penalties. With a felony
record, it can be difficult to
recover and get a job or to go to
college without federal student
loan assistance, “You g
that person is in the carceral sys-
tem for life.”

ntee

She  encourages  Camden
County residents to contact
the board of commissioners to
ask what programs they are
using the settlement funding to
support. Anyone interested in
joining the
neads to connect with resoures
can contact The National Cen
for Advocacy and Recov-
ery for Behavioral Health
(NCAAR-BH) at ncaarong, “We
have resources in every county,”
she said, and they can help
support individuals and family
members struggling with sub-
stance use disorders.

ont lines or who

N
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C ove rag e Of - Tuckerton May Reinstate Fire Co.

But With Stringent Conditions

Shared Services With Little Egg Harbor May End

in the issue of fire and EMS

§ oo a : )
coverage in Tuckerton was brought to ing > v
(ﬂ & o &
the public forum, with residents looking b, 22 ¢ 2
E for reassurance Green Street resident Gary Cornero aske
The borough’s fire services have been cov-  there was a plan to reinstate the fire company
ered by Little E e Districts 1 and 3,  and what that process would be.
and its EMS services have been covered by Great “The reestablishment of the Tuckerton Fire
Bay EMS ded through a

y EMS s services, pr Co. has not been decided as of this evening
shared services agreement m November, offer  said Coanors, who added a de
Tuckerton temporary aad, since the Tuckerton  made during executive sesson.
Volunt Frre Co. was ordered to shut down Connors outlined conditsons under which the L Mor
department could be reinstated. “They would  SHUTTERED: If the all-volunteer Tuckerton Fire Co. is returned to xervice, it will once again
have 1o conform with all of the standards o gperate out of this building. The company, established in 1895, was closed down in 2022.
the Division of Fare Safety. N.J. Department of N

oa could be

Monique M.
Demopoulos

uckerton May Reinstate Fire
Co.; Tuckerton Fire Ignores
Advice from Attorney

h's response to a June 6 letter from the
Shore Region fire coordinator senior planner
m the N.J. Department of Community Affairs,
Division of Fire Safety. The letter outlined
numerous deficiencies in the fire company, and
multiple citations. The multiple fines already
Jevied, plus the eventual insurance premiams as
a result of the department’s deficiencies, would
have been an unfair burden ca local taxpayers,

Health, N1 Department of Labor and Workforce
Development with regard to PEOSHA because
that was an issue as well with the Tuckerion
Volunteer Fire Co.” However, if the fire company
was umble to conform with the aforementioned
standards, “then we would be right back to the
we have now.”™ he said

ard to mutual aid, “West Tuckerton

situation
With

Connors advise

anl Parkertown fire companies are now coverl d. “In fact, theres a possibility
Tuckerton.” While residents seem to have been  they would not.”

bappy with current cov , Coanors remmded 1f the shared service agreements expare and
that the coverage falls “under a shared service  are not renewed, and the Tuckerton Volunteer
, which has an exg pa to it.” Fol Fire Co. 1s not remnstated, the only alternative
g the expiration, both companies would  would be for the borough to establish its own
have to decade to continue the arrangeme: department, Connoes efaborated

“and we're not so certain that they would™ “Now, that might sound intriguing to 2 lot of

g
individuals, but 2t comes with a Jot of

Blaze Consumes 418 Acres

windblown wildfire that
began midday Tuesday in
the vicinity of Route 539

and Forge Road in Little Egg Harboe
Tewnshap was reported “contained™
at 7:30 p.m. by the New Jersey For-
est Fare Sery It has been named,
as is the custom of the Forest Fire
Service, the Governor’s Branch
Wildfire, afier a stream in the arca

The blaze was first spotted at
11:44 am. by forest service per
soanel manning acrial observation
towers in Bass River and Lacey
townships. Despite the recent rains,
wikdfire danger wass listed as moder-
ate throughout the Pinclands, mean
g “No Campfire Restrictions™
were in effect

For 2 short tsme, part of Route
539 was closed because of smoke.
For a brief period during the after
i P AT s

o TR

Wildfire Contained
In Little Egg Harbor

Forest Fire Service, told the media,
adding, “State, county and local in
vestigators were looking into how it
might have started. but no cause was
immedately apparent”

Authorities emphasized the wild
fire was not the result of springtime
“prescribed burns.” conducted an-
nually by the service to reduoce the
buildup of “potential fuels such as
undergrowth, leaves, branches and
pine ncedles on forest floors.” Those

Continued on Page 46

costs,” warned Connors. First, while
the barough owns the firetruck, it does
not have possession of the firchouse,
which s owned by the Tuckerton Vol
unteer Fire Co. The cast of purchasing
a firchouse would fall, immediately
on taxpayers, be explained. Secondly,
1o meet the required standards, the
barough would have to obtxin a suf
ficient number of volunteers, wiich
are hard to come by in almost every
dlastrict

body is now delib.
erating in a manner that will not cost
xpayers an undue burden, and
able to get the cove that o
needs to protect the people.” Connors
saad. “If 1t goes forward with t
urantees
that have to be met, or we're going to
be nght hack to where we were m the
first place.”

While the reinstating of the Tuck
erton Fire Co. scem to be the
implication, Connors emphasized,
“We're not going to put our firetrucks
in a firche ind not have ot operat
ing properly, because not cnly doss #t
threaten the vice to the town,
but it threatens the person that bhar
on the back of the truck. and so we
have to make sure they are protected
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Rick Mellerup

Surflight’s ‘Something Rotten
Surflight’s ‘Annie Warbucks’
Hall’s ‘Out There’ Gives Ken

Burns Run for His Money

2

SECTION TWO » SECTION TWO = SECTION TWO = S

Ploses by Pt Troner

LEND ME YOUR EARS: Shakespeare (played by Noak Lyow), she rock star of Elizabethan
London, waxes sheatrical in Sueflight's ‘Someshing Rowen production.

Surflight’s ‘Something Rotten’
Actually Quite Fresh and Tasty

wise simply, Surflight Theamre's current
s production, “Somsething
Ratten, ariou
ks wha take & i wil have i fun fun
il Daddy akes their Tesla away
Did you sec what | did there, St | sampled
the lyrics of The Beach Hoys hir? Well. o

the brod
patrck, who conceived the shovw and wiote
s muasic and lyrics, along with Englishman
John O'Farrell, who joined Kasey to wr

show's book - sampled to a degree far be
even any hip hop pe
s of songs from masy Brosdway

classics can be heant:
Shake
Even Surflight’s costume designers. Shoa

LeBlanc 20d Will Brattain, with at:
tap amnu,ur I’.ml.AHuu\nm

e fun, with a cermin

" Vickoria,

making camec

na show set

in Loadon n 1995

Yat will sooa be explained. Bt fir
take 2 Jook at the
in the days of Elizabeth L as recounted by a
mingrel {Isaish Tucker) and the compazy in
the musical’s opening number, ~Welcams to
the Renaissance

tnd we Narve a st of wrisers who are al.

! We do! Like who? Lite who

Like Dikker! Whoo! Jokn Websrer! Whoo
Bew Jowson! Uh-huk! And Christopher
Marfawe

Thomas Ky, Thomes Middleson
Thowas More and

bethan stape

cong had lasted Jonger, well over 100
additional playwr uld have been mes.

tioned. These were sots
imvolved in E
they seldom performed the same show two
days in & row or even in 3 week. Instead, they
relied on 2 repestocy sysae

In 1502, for example, Lord Strange's Men
e Rose Theatre between February
pting Good
Friday and two ofer dayx. They performed
23 differcas plays. Whew; Surlight actors are
busy encugh performing in cac show while

Hondssp)comgen]

and June, six days & week exo

cach others" ideas, which persists o
in 50 many of the ars.
In“Something Rotten.” the beother team of

ol Battom (Vince Wingerter and

diechn 3 who gt sa-
s commpany are rehearsing the

next play, “Richard IL" But their pesrom, Locd
Claphan (Kyk
 tht Shakespene i pecrk
off Nick mightily,
= Bard had aeady done i
dare he go backward! He

stige) and the

tkinsom), arrives and tells

Richard 11

ness fewed in Eng

el adores Shakespeare:
Bt be's hilliant

Wha 1y flows from his pen

Contiued oa Page 45, See. 2
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Stafford District Faces $2.3
Million State Aid Cut; Stafford
Mayor to Make Run at
Assembly; Jen’s Links Goes Up
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Price Tag Nearly $6 Million

Jen’s Links at LBI
Goes Up For Sale
In Barnegat Light

hen owner Jennifer
Lackland passed away
unexpectedly about five

months ago, the future of Jen’s Links
at LBI became an uncertanty. On
Wednesday, Jan. 4, the newest min-
1ature golf course on Long Beach
Island, which opened in Barnegat
Light in May 2019 and had becomse
the premier amusement attraction on
the north end, officially was listed
for sale
“Jennifer’s heart and soul went
into i1, but, unfortunately, the sad
reality is | have to put it in the hands
of somebody else,” said David
Lackland, who became the decision
maker with regard to the property
following his sister’s passing on
Aug. 9 at age 53. “I've lived out of
state for over 20 years, and it's just
not a practical decision to keep it”
The property, located at 301
Broadway, 1s listed for almost $6
million
Afler a zoning change — remov-
ing golf courses and other uses
from the list of projects previously
not permitted within the borough
passed in 2013, paving the way
for a miniature f course, Jen-
nifer Lackland sought to being not
Just a unique family entertainment
business 1o the nocth end but also
a walking history lesson, utilizing

replicas of historic sites and other
attractively themed elements to ac-
company informational signs with
tidbits detailing LBI'S past

Designed by Wildwood-based
Harris Miniature Golf Courses Inc
with two levels and unsque obstacles
and challenges, the plans for Jen's
Links were approved by the Barnegat
Light Planning Board in July 2016,
with groundbreaking and construction
beginning in 2018.

Once the project was finished and
the two [8-hole courses opened for
business, it became a popular desti-
mation. Jen's Links had a financially
strong first season as mini golfers
from across the globe stopped by to
play a round or two while visiting the
Island according to management. The
COVID-19 pandemic put a significant
damper on operations during the 2020
season, but in 2021 and 2022, even
with Barnegat Lighthouse closed for
renovations for much of this past year,
business was solid management said

After Jennifer Lackland passed
the course's operation fell into ber
brother's hands. And while he mitially
mtended to keep his sister’s dream
of providing a fun miniature golfing
expenence to residents and visitors
mtact, he recently realized it simply
would be 100 much for him to manage
from afar

“I love my sister and it hurts that
I even have to think about this.” said
David Lackland now principal owner
of Lackland Associates, which over-
sees the operation of Lackland Seif
Storage. “But I'm not there and 1
don’t really kave the time to run the
operation, and | don't bave a manage-
ment company in place that can run
it, 30 selling the property is the most
sensible option.”

He saad the hope is that somebody
will buy the property and keep it as
a miniature golf course, but he also
understands a buyer has the right 1o
convert the property into something
else. Jen's Links at LBI is listed for
sale on the website of Barnegat Light's
Joy Luedtke Real Estate with an ask-

ing price of $5.999.000.

“This spacious parcel is currently
being operated as a state of the art
36-hole miniature golf course with
extensive hardscaping, waterfall
holes, and ample parking” the list-
ing states. “The adjoining building is
well fitted with a spacious patio deck,
full electric kitchen with commercial
walk-in freezer, and front/back office
space. Jen's Links is being offered
turnkey with all commercial appli-
ances included.

“The general business and ma-
rine commercial zoning allows for a
wide range of possibilities, including
residential development. Keep on
putting or revert this coveted parcel
back to 7 single family lots for peime

David Biggy
BACK IN THE DAY: When Jen's Links at LBI opened in May 2019, miniature golfers of all ages packed the
courses throughout the season. Now, the family entertainment venue's future is an uncerfainty.

development.”

On the Jen's Links at LBI Face-
book page, the Dec. 31 post reads:
“Another season and year in the
books for us! Thank you to each
and every one of our employees,
guests, and the management team.
Happy New Year and we will see you
again in 2023

Depending on when the prop-
erty’s sale i1s complete, whether
Jen's Links will open for another
Season, Of many more seasons, is
unknown at this time. During the
past few seasons, the course has
opened for weekend play i Apnil
and closed for the year on or shortly
after Halloween

— David Biggy
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Donohue Sr. Has Always Given
His Best; Donohue Jr. Has
Watched Dad Pour Into
Programs; Donohue Q&A
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Eric Englund

Oldham Withdraws from Race;
Mayor Oldham Accepts Write-In
Bid; Down by 15 Votes, Mayor
Jon Oldham Files for Recount

b er E

The SandPap er Vi resd sy

» 1ty Officer rd (haxs Carmen Caver
ALL TIED UP: After the lines of nww kite surfers became sangled near Sledge Idand, a crew from Coust Guard

Sustion Barnegar Light recoverad one of the individuats who weeded assistance.

Coast Guard Rescues Kite Surfer
Across From Station Barnegat Light

kite surfer was rescoed from
a sandbar about a mile from
Cosst Guard Station Bar-

sponded to a call from a Good

Samaritan who nctified watchstanders
at Sector Delaware Bay, navigated
the shallow bay waters %o locae the
individual and transferred him back
10 the station.

The man saxd he becanse stranded
after he tngled with amother kite

surfer, who released hes kite and
soam 10 the side of the chansel
Both kite surfers were reported
%0 be in good condition with no
medical concerns, acconting to the
Coast Guard

GGS

CURRENTS

Oldham Withdraws
From Harvey Cedars
Commissioner Race

Imperiale Next in Line fo Become Mayor

ast moath, longtime Har
vey Cedars Mayor Jomathan
Oldham had planned o seck

n the Harvey
h Commission. But
d when the Harvey
Conference, of which

Be has been executive direcs
% came up as a hot-butt

ersation and
Ndham. “1 do mot

wed my

said ¢

three commis:

Oldham

share. They do pay for their own trash
pickup and water,

Gieger, who was also ia atten
dance, said the alk o
an “impact study” on the
in relaticaship 1o the municipality

The conference has expanded
years,” he said. “The question
adesence’s coatnbutions
with the

vices they

7 said the lev
about the conference was

ed

Id sense s their

s is the
prob
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Wind Survey Says:
Most LBI Taxpayers
Don’t Like the Plan

JCTA Survey
Grabs Only
One Moment

‘Don’t Allow Any
Bias to Exist’

More Information

Still Needed About

Offshore Proposal
| hear from Loy Beach Is

L and homeowners. amang oth

ers. about their attstudes and beliefs
regarding proposed offshore wind
farms off the coast of New Jersey
Member organizations of the Joint
Council of Taxpayers Associations of

r thas month, federal officials

Better Newspaper Contest

NJPA

UPRIGHT: A stand-up paddichoarder

Aack Reywolds

] . R

" Stall lllg 00111 gets a jump on the season on a day with
LBI already know h.n;.\ 1ls mx the bay to themselves. Soon the water
feel about one planned off the barrer will attract enough other like-minded

hatae Space to Practice for Summer water travelers to have a flotilla.

“Attitudes toward the wind farms

ix months. That’s bow long
it took members of the Jomnt
Council of Taxpayers As-

sociations of Long Beach Island
to design a survey ammed ot learn

Wind Survey Says: Most LBI
Taxpayers Don’t Like Plan; JCTA
Survey Grabs Only One Moment

ing more about the feelings of its
constituent organizations” members
when it comes to the proposed
Atlantic Shores wind farm planned
off LBI
It took that long to ensure it
was as objective and thorough as
it could be, sasd Rand Pearsall,
president of the Holgate Taxpayers
Association. With a professonal
background in advertising. com
munications and marketing, he
helped develop the survey for the
JCTA
“When we give people thngs 1o
rate, they are rotated. If you were to
take the survey, thes woulkd not be
Continued on Page 36

are negative overall and generally
consistent geographically and demo
graphically across LBL." according
to the survey’s executive summary
“Therc is a significant amount of
people who would like to have more
information.”

As proposed, the Atlantic
Shares Offshore Wind farm will see
1,000-foot-high turbines between 9.5
and 13.5 miles offshore of the ent
length of LBI, extending farther east
ward into the Atlantic Ocean. While
offshore construction is expected to
begin later in the decade, an exact
date has not yet been set

“As project owners, Atlantic
Shores and the Bureau of Ocean

e

y Management have been less
effec our members
and could be more active,” accordmg
to the survey, which said taxpayers
groups are the most frequently csted
source of information about the plan
followed by traditional media and
Save LBI

In fact, the survey shows Save
LBI's communsty outreach appears to
be having an impact on homeowners’
attitude on the proposed wind farm.
The organization, formerly known
as LBI Coalition for Wind without
Impact, is the grassroots, nonpartisan
organization comprised of more than
8,000 businesses and homeowners

fighting to move the place
offshore wind turbines fa
the Atlantic

The survey, which was conducted

tommasres. Of the JCT
organizations, only Ship Bottom and
Loveladies did not partscipate in the

rank their feelings on a scale of 1 to
7 with the latter being the most pass
tive mmpact.

Of those who completed the sur
vey, 53% do not support wind energy

Old Barney's Facelift Is Done; Lighthouse Reopening ’

off LBl or elsewhere, whale 37% sup.
port wind encrgy, but not necessarily
the current plan. In mly 13%
support the curreat p Thas means
77% of respondents do not support
the plan for the proposed wind farm
off the Island even though some in
this group still generally support wind
energy off LBI

And while three out of four re
spondents bebieve extreme weather
is 2 threat to the Island, only 24 2%
believe wind enengy could be part of
2 solution to address extreme weather,
the survey sud

Additionaily, the highest rated
cts of the current off
nned for off LBI are

daytim
nes. 1%;¢c ial
2 coastruction of the wind farm,
both with 71.5%
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Pine Shores Brings Exhibit to

Tuckerton; Scenes Awash in

Light; Spring Tides Art Show;
Plein Air Plus at LBIF
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Public Safety Concerns
Prompt Legal Action to Stop
Summer Work

= R

CURRENTS
8" Public Safety Concerns
g Prompt Legal Action
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= To Stop Summer Work

DOT Says Decision
Hasn’t Been Made
About LBI Roads

objections
ted officials.
rsonnel and
dack Reyerids 8 lic, the N.J. Department of

oek in Ship Botu
tof the Long Beach slund
Some local leaders have
gone 5o far as 10 suggest the untimely
work is payback for he Island’s vocal
opposition 10 the governor’s offshoce
wind agenda.
Sounds like 1% (Gow. Phil) Mur- _ -
1 We're fighting Rran Marrill
WIND JAM: Offshore wind and
T EN-  sumamer rovd work are twe frowes that
each  hgve plired Istand officlals, including
Township Mayor Joseph Mancint sasd 1 87 Mayor Joseph Mancini (above),
Monday, noting in the past when mad apainst the state recerd)y.
or lane closures were set to happen 3
ing the summer, state officials  toos 10 mi
e the [sland a besak, understandiag
here is only ome way on and one way

hore wind. We have
a the DEP (Depanme
ntal Protection),” L

% Empacts w the ©

ay while sull moving forward cn
very important regiomal peoject
of. "I’ pust a kimtle coincidestal™ that  withous further delays

the comsademtion for public safety und Abcad of the Fourth of July, Island
for f ponders, too, is off the table

officals met wih New Jersey's deg
attorney general and repeesentativ
of the DOT 50 lay ount their como

work, Mancini said Road work at
harve been made regarding the summer  the gatewary to LB was semsponunly

work schedule in Ship Botom. Any
claims of a decision bang made are
prematare and pu notified the project would o
NJIDOT is investigating feasible op-  weekdays thas summer.

Rvan Morrall
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2025 New End Date
For Causeway Work
After Summer Break

Land Encroachment Unresolved Until Then

ompletion of the state’s mulu-
year, federally funded S$312
million Causeway expansion

and rehabilitation project has been
pushed back from late 2024 to early
2025

“The original completion date was
the end of 2024." Stephen Schapiro,
spokesperson for the state Department
of Transportation, said Tuesday. “With
the resumption of work after the sum-
mer hiatus requested by the town, the
completion date kas been adjusted
slightly to early 2025"

Meanwhile, a memornalizing
resolution, unanimously approved
by the Ship Bottom Land Use Board
last week, lays out the conditions and
expectations related o the operations
of Hotel LBL, located at the gateway
to the Island. Stll, final site plan
approval cannot be granted until the
state Causeway rehabilitation project
18 completed.

*... The applicant 1s dependent

upon the NJDOT (NLJ. Department of
Transportation) either selling, trans.
ferring or providing a license to the
applicant to be able 1o use portions of
the state nght-of-way in conjunction
with the hotel’s operation,” according
to the memonalizing resolution
While the 62-page document notes
the applicants interactions with the
state agency are beyond the board’s
jurisdiction, “in this instance, the
botels operation 18 dependent upon
some final resolution with the DOT
as 1o how the lands adjacent 1o the
Iotel will be used by either the general
public coming to Loag Beach Island
or in-turn, those guests and visitors
using the Hotel LBI facility”
Initially, the board set Dec. 1,2024
for Baldwin Residence LLC, trading
as Hotel LBL, 1o obtain its final site
plan approval. At us Sept. 20 meeting,
attorney Glenn Kienz recommended
the board push out the timeframe one
full year, saying the Causeway project

peobably wouldn't fimish up “until at
least June 2025" He acted as special
counsel for the board during the ho-
tel's 2023 application process.

On Tuesday, the DOT confirmed
the completion date of the Causeway
project has changed

In July, the DOT announced its
decision 1o pause the project after a
tense summer in which Island offi-
cials, businesses, first responders and
the public made thear raffic concerns
known in Trenton. Work resumed
earlier this month in Ship Bottom.
It marked the second consecutive
summer where work was halted. In

2022, the DOT shut down the project
in the borough due to water and soil
contamination. It also stopped work
in Stafford Township after crews dis-
covered a culvert under Route 72 near
Marsha Drive needed repair before a
new lane could be built over it

At issue where Hotel LBl is con-
cerned 1s the status of the acquisition
of the DOT-owned land near the botel
property, which stems from encroach-
ment concerns on state-owned rights-
of-way. The concerns first came to
light at a 2019 land use board meeting,
where it was noted the hotel owner
was still awaiting a response from the

‘ Look Up: LBI Fly International Kite Festival Returns

van A
WAITING: The resolution of right-of-way issues between the owners of Hotel LBI and the N.J. Department of
Transportation won t be finalized until after the multi-year Causeway project is completed, sometime in 2025,

DOT. In October 2020, state transpoe-
tation officials said the isswe would be
resolved during the final phase of the
Causeway project.

“(The) applicant must await com-
pletion of the DOT improvements un-
ul 1t can acquire the property on which
it currently has a limited license for
these improvements and, therefore,
while shown on the plans, are not ap-
propeiate for firal approval untl such
tume as the borough's comstruction
department receives written notifica-
tion that the DOT property bas been
ed” the memorializing resolu-
5. “The board concludes this
is the best way of moving forward in
allowing the hotel 1o function as a
resort while at the same time ensur-
g that all other appropriate agency
approvals have been received.”
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Save LBI Fights
Feds’ Proposal
To Change Law

NEPA Update Would
Eliminate the Public

1y

he federal
posing chan
Environmental Poti
would, if approved, delay the prepara

overnment is pro-

tion of impact statements until the end
ion-making process and

of its d
elimmnate public input

“NEPA is one of the most im
portant eavironmental
United States,” said Bok

public has a say in any federal deci
sion that could sigmificas

our na
rule would effectivel
by allowing
tal impacts of th

by the Coun
Quality
NEPA affairs for the U.S. Depa

ug £
he proposed rule is a clear at
tack on the NEPA and on the environ
ment.” the Beach Haven resident said.
“We urge the CEQ to w
harn

Under the propased chan,
cies would decide on pr

technologies and geographic locatioas

for projects without an evironmenta
impact stat
Stern said.
“This provision exchudes the pab
lic from early decisions when real al

ternatives are open and environmental
problems can be avoided.” be told the
hose

26. “Postponi
environmental issues to a late
arestricted and often preju

project is the subject in
dissension and delay

itigation,

T

cavironment, nar the developer”
Stern also testified Save LBI sup

porters care about the NEPA process

g it work, saying they rec

a
ognize the wording was mchuded in

es to the National
Act that

Stern, Save
LBI president. “It ensures that the

y affect the
environment, and it belps to protect
resources. The proposed

are being proposed
| of Environmental
Stern, who managed the

ul rule provision and uphold
the intent of NEPA 1o protect our
environment and give the public 2
al vosce in the decisions that

nt and public mput,

yo/n0-go decision on a specific

s serves

neither the inferest of the public, the

Beach Patrol, Volunteers Rally to Beached Whale

n his day off as co-captain

of the Long Beach Township

Beach Patrol in Loveladies,
k Delfico simply stopped by
to check out the waves. Instead,
be found himself assisting with a
stranded pygmy sperm whale on
Seaview Avenue.

He noticed the beach patrol
emergency lights flashing when
he armived after attending an Al
29 event for Alliance for a Living
Ocean, of which he is executive
director. The Marine Mammal
Stranding Center was already aware
of the stranded, nearly 11-foot-loag
whale. Local MMSC volunteers
had been immedsately dispatched
while the centers staff mobilzed
from Brigantine with the cetacean
response vehicle

“Joe Dolphin was filling in
for me, so | waved him down and
jumped in the passenger seat.”
Delfico said, adding staff from the
stranding center had just arrived,
too. “They got in the back (of
the truck), and we rode down to
Seaview.”

Once there, they discovered
Kenny Gomez, a beach patrol
lieutenant, along with local MMSC
volunteers, had kept the whale alive
for two hours by keeping her upright
and wet as she lay on the beach, he
said. Pygry whales feed 2t depths of
more than 1,000 feet and are rarcly
spotted close to shore

“He and our local MMSC volun.
teers were soaking wet in the shore
break with this amazing alien-like
creature: 1 had never scen anything
like it.” Delfico said. “She weighed
over 800 pounds, but we were able
to slide her onto a stretcher with the
added help of my co-captain, Chris
Burkhardt, who I had called earlier™

A crew from the township's
public works department drove a
truck to the water’s edge, where the
whale was lified into it and later
moved off the beach 1o the transpart
wehicle. he said.

“It was honestly amazing no one
got hurt moving that much weight,
but as lifeguards and animal lovers,
we tapped mto that second gear and
got it done,” Delfico sud. “Kenny 1s
a Marine, and he, Chras and Joe are
some of the strongest people | know,
5o we were really hucl
on the beach that day”

Workers from David Ash Jr.
Landscape Contractors were also
enlisted to help transfer the whale
nto the MMSC vehicle, which was
v 1361 than the nablic

ven b

‘What They Did Was Heroic’

Suppliad P

COME TOGETHER: Long Beach Township lifeguards and local volunteers for the Marine Mamma Stranding
Center kept a female pgymy sperm whaie alive until MMSC staff arrived from Brigantine to take over her care.
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Save LBI Eyes Energy
Rates from Turbines

The SandPaper Vi ety Jirs

Offshore Wind Opposition Mounts

Save Our Shores Rally Draws Beachgoers

day at the beach 100k on a

different meanmg Saturday

s offshore wind opposition

groups came jogether o educate the

public shout the impact of wind en-

ergy on Jersey Shore communities

during 2 “Save Our Shores™ event

oa the 688 Street beach in Loog
Beach Towssdip.

A short distance from where
groups like Save LBL Clean Ocean
Action, Defend Brigantine, and
Save the East Coast set wp, Jon
Shiclds and Emily Fioce, both of
Sarf City, pet o famibuar Save LBI
sign in the sand and s200d behind it

Shiclds said he comes from an
engmeering background, Jearned
about wind turbines and what tw do
when shey are built in school and
that’s where his concerns sten

We had thas sechn
ar. (People) were tuaght
(of it)" he said adding that wind
turbine 1echmokogy wis pushad as
the way to clean ensrgy. "No one
is talking aboust blade replacensent.
What do you do wisth it

Shields said one blade is roughly
16,000 pounds.

While the June 24 event was 4
farsa for both Shiclds and Fiore, who
is concerned about how the sonar
used in survey work could be .
pacting masine life and their abelity
to mavigate, Fiore suid she has kept
ahreast of oftshore wind projects.

Beachgoers placed chairs in
froms of the outdoor stage, where 3
AM Tokyo was renming through its
checklist, walked passed Shiclds
and Fioge, returning with signs
of their own before Long Beach
Townskup Mayor Joseph Mancini
was mtrodeced

| want to thank everyone for
coanimg and showing your suppoct Sor
this ndsculous thing that (President
Joe) Biden and Gow (Phil) Murply
are dolng 10 us,” Mancind suid of the
propased Atlantic Shores offshare
wind farm planmed off the coast of
the Island. “We really appreciate
you showing op and we sppeecie
g AL STt R

CURRENTS
Save LBI Eyes
Energy Rales
From Turbines

Challenges BPU’s
2021 Approval

hearing on the issoe
The BPU has given Atlantic
Shorces the sweetest of sweetheart
deals o the expenscof t
electric cus
said Bob Stem, Save LBI pees
They have added §$7.7 b
our bulls over the

day delay
le causang
he shoce, its
e

naaties, and
benefit side wses an
to take credat for 2 we
It when New Jers _
tse omly the state'’s benefit

unell’s report shows the d
ands 10 make 18%
COUM PCT VEar Om IS lnvestment,
at all a fa
and rew

alance of financ
th ratepaye
level of revum s well beyond the 9%
allowed to regalated utihities” he sasd
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Barnegat Man Charged in
Murder of Parents

Barnegat Man Charged in Murder of Parents

November 02, 2023

By Eric Englund

Olv]=]S] L]+

A 34-year-old Barnegat Township resident has been charged in the murders of his parents on
Nov. 2.

Eugene Mulgrew and his wife, Cheryl, ages 71 and 69, respectively, were found stabbed to death

in their home in Barnegat.

Ocean County Prosecutor Bradley D. Billhimer said that at 11 a.m. that day, officers were
summoned to a residence on Lincoln Avenue to assist medical personnel with performing a
mobile outreach at the residence. As the officers approached the residence, they observed a male
walking away. Upon their arrival, officers noticed red staining, which appeared to be blood, on the

front door of the residence.

“The officers made entry, and found blood in various areas of the home,” he said. “As the officers
entered the bedroom, they located the deceased bodies of two victims with apparent stab wounds
to their upper torsos. The officers also observed a knife in the vicinity of the bedroom.”

Eugene and Cheryl Mulgrew of
Barnegat. (Supplied Photo)

Billhimer said the male initially observed walking away from the residence was later observed in
the area of West Bay Avenue and Gunning River Road by Barnegat officers. That individual, later

identified as Michael Mulgrew, was taken into custody without incident

An investigation conducted by the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office Major Crime Unit, Barnegat Township Police Department
Detective Bureau and Ocean County Sheriff's Office Crime Scene Investigation Unit revealed Mulgrew was responsible for the
murders of his mother and father, according to law enforcement. Mulgrew was charged accordingly and transported to the Ocean
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Barnegat Girls Bowling Squad
Scores Second Straight
Sectional Crown

Barnegat Girls Bowling Squad Scores Second Straight Sectional Crown

NJSIAA Sectional Bowling
February 18, 2023

By David Biggy

Olv]=]o]2) +)

The Barnegat High School girls bowling team last winter added a third NJSIAA
sectional championship banner to the gymnasium’s wall. It hangs right next to the
X 2 ones captured by the boys swimming and girls volleyball programs.
\ “On Friday night, | sent the girls a picture of the banners on the wall,” coach Jon

Gordon said Saturday afternoon. “The message was ‘One more makes two out of
four’ and our team motto: One goal. One dream. Together as a team.”

The Bengals went to Maple Shade’s Laurel Lanes and brought home another
banner, after taking the top position in the South Jersey Group Il tournament with a

e

THEY'RE NUMBERBNE The Barnegat girls bowling team team score of 2,514. Seneca placed second with 2,180 pins, and Deptford finished
shows off the sectional title trophy after the Bengals third at 2.145.

scored 2,514 to win NJSIAA South Jersey Group Il for a '

second straight season. (Photo Courtesy Jon Gordon)

“I'm very excited about it,” senior Summer Burkle said of snagging the sectional
crown for a second straight season. “I don’t think there were too many nerves. We
knew if we bowled our averages, we'd be OK. But today, we exceeded the expectations.”

As a team, the Bengals tallied the highest pin total in all of South Jersey. Shore Conference South B division rival Lacey managed

2,399 to win Group llI, while Kingsway won Group IV with 2,282, with Eastern Regional (2,214) and Cherry Hill East (2,207) not
too far behind.
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HAVING FUN: Southern Regional’s Kaedyw Lipowshi (center) ls swarmed by teammates after she reached on an

error that all

ed the winnlug rum to cross the plate during the Rawes' 6.5 win over Tows River South an Aprit 12.

SPORTS

Better Newspaper Contest

Rams Score in Seventh,
Upend Toms River South
And Spark Win Streak

Southern Bals Come Alive al Right Time
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Offshore Wind Meeting Falls
Short with Public, Comment
Period Looms
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Offshore Wind Meeting

June

wasday

The SandPaper/ ook

'Falls Short With Public,
Comment Period Looms |

BOEM Sets July 3 Feedback Deadline

ontroversy followed a feder-
ally mandated and sponsored
public meeting for Atlantic

Shores Offshore Wind Farm South'’s
draft environmental impact statement
last week as the open-house style

format was panmed by a majority of

those who attended the event at the
Holiday Inn in Manahawkin.

“Itwas bullerap. It's not a meeting.”
said Ellen Larkin, an Ocean Acres
resadent, as she left the June 21 event.
“No one is up there i front of us tell-
ing us (information) and answering
our questions so everybody could hear
We're ot getting that. There s no back
and forth for everyone.”

The meeting was hosted by the
federal Bureau of Ocean Ene
Managerment and was the first of two
in-person events on the draft environ-
mental impact statement (DEIS) for
the Atlantic Shores South project off
the coast of Atlantic City. The DEIS
was published May 19 with a July 3
deadline for public comment, despite
mudtiple requests for BOEM o extend
the time frame

Court reporters were available for
members of the public who attended
the meeting and who wished 1o leave
verbal comments on the DEIS. For
those who preferred 1o provide writ-
ten comments, tables were set up with
feedback forms and pens.

In 4 second room, BOEM poster
boards depicting a variety of subject
matter, including turbine visthality im-
ages, were on display for the public 1o

view. BOEM subject matter experts,
who wore name tags bearing their first
mames only, were available to answer
questions.

David Shanker, who lives in Brant
Beach, said one-on-one discussions
with BOEM experts didn 't allow him
1o learn what others in the community
were thinking, their opimons or learn
from questions be didn't think 1o ask

The BOEM subject matier experts
represented oo narrowly defined ar-
eas, Shanker added, saying he spoke
with a whale expert who when ques-
tioned about echolocation referred
him to another individual

“(It was) frustrating to have to
bounce around like that. And fre-
quently, the answers given by BOEM
SMEs (subject matter experts) were
less than satisfying,” he said. “It
felt like they were prepared 10 give
minimal answers and also prepared
that they were going to be talking o
a hostile audience”

Shanker called BOEM's refusal
1o accept opinioas, per its feedback
document, insulting

“They only wanted scientific
data or information that came from
a “source.” We are all laypeople as
it relates to turbines, and we are all

doing everything we can to learn as
much as possible,” be said. “But it is
our opinions that do matter — we are
voters and taxpayers. Hopefully, the
government will listen 10 us and our
opinions.”

Continued on Page 74

Phosas by Ryvan Maorrill
MUTED:Community members who attended the LBI region s only public hearing for the draft environmental impact
statement for Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind South project were unhappy with the open-house style format. They
wunted a traditional hearing so every question, concern and answer were heand by everyone.



2023

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Education Writing
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Berardi Says Goodbye After
Pouring Her Heart into
Southern Regional

30

:
2
3
£

CURRENTS

Berardi Says Goodbye
After Pouring Her Heart
Into Southern Regional

37 Years' Worth of Care, Compassion

By DAVID BIGGY

dele Berardi harkened back to
a tume when life was simpler,
when her main responsibility

was to help a Intle girl in the same

I needs gid in my
class. Her name was Kim."” Berardi
started, speaking sofily. “The teacher
assigned me to be ber helper. You
take ber to the bathroom, help
ber with her betters, lots of differe
stuff It was a seminal pomt i my
and I'm firmly convinced that's what
made me pursue teachang, specifically
special education.”™
She was in kindergarten, all of §
years old
Some 10 years later, a visitor to
St. Joseph High School in Toms River
now known as Donovan Catholic
talked about working with special
needs adults as 2 vocation, and it
caught her atte;

200,

“Thats when my focus really nar.
rowed” she said. “Afierward, [ was
sitting oa my parents” porch in Pine
Beach, thir
that

‘1 really ke to do
T knew I wanted to go to Provi
' to take the special ed
n, which was one of the best at
e, and 1t was the only college
1 applied to. I just didn’t want to do

anythmg else. | thought about being
a missonary for a brief moment at
some pont, but I never wavered
wanting to work with special pe
mn whatever capacity that ma

At the end of thss month, 3
years after graduating from college,
Berards 1s going to say goodbye to
teac Thirty-seven of those years
have been at Southern Regional High
Schoeol

“I think of it like this: that I'm
the kid who climbed up onto the
high dive at the town peol, and I've
finally inched my way 1o the edge of
the board. wh e other kids are
behind me, s
Jump alread

a moment before

Short Road to Home

Soon after college, Berards uti
lized the help of “a friend of a friend™
to kand a teaching role with the Alpha
Scheol in Lakewood for the 1985-86
school year. / o ber retire
ment letter, she “reluctantly applsed™
to Southern Regional after faml
friend Larry Mathias — a Southern
faculty member at the time - informed
ber of a spe. education English
position opening up for 1986.87

*“1 did not want to keave the Alpha

Better Newspaper Contest

NJPA

SOUTHERN REGIONAL
HIGH SCHOOL

Daw

SHE’S OUT: Adele Berardi may not be greeted by the big lesters on the exterior wail to Southern Regional High
School much longer, but her impact within the district will permeate the halhways for many years to come.

School. 1 could not imagine loving
my first job more than [ did”" the letter
states. “Tharty-seven years later, herel

sit with tears in my eyes, writing thas
Jetter of retirement and realizing bow
very wrong and naive oy

A few moaths shy of 24 years old,
Berardi was offered the posstion, ac
cepted it and found a home for hife,
never once sance then even thanking
about leaving, she said.

“Absolutely not,” she suid of the
possibility of going elsewhere. 1
never wanted to do anything else
but teach, and | never wanted 1o be

anywhere else once
in love with it. [ probably could have
ion dollars doing some
ut | just doat b
would have been as rewarding to me

“1 absolutely love what 1 do. I love
ers, and it’s so rewardmg
rn. | know 1 sound g
y really buoy my beart every
grow up and you get to see

them grow up, and you have a hand
in that process. Being able to '
love you' to a kid — not in a creepy of
mappeopaate way, of course - there's
nothing better for me. And [ telithem]
love them because 1 do. 1 care so much
about them.”

Through the years, Berardi has
done everything she could to love the
students of Southern Regional, many
of whom never sat in her classroom
{foran instructonal period. Somewhat
mfluenced by several staff members
around her — Suzanne McMahon,
Michael Murplyy, Kevin Romanowski,
to mame 2 few — Berards dove into the
depths of the Southern family and
brought with ber the attributes she

didn’t give a student the shirt off her
back, but rather her pants

“Thas was back in the carly "90s,
ybe. 1 had this pair of white Toa
r capri pants, and onc of my

had some rough things going on m
ber life, so 1 brought ber to the girls”
bathroom, and each one of us took to
our own stall, and I made ber try on
those pa it ber - [ was than
ner back then — and so 1 tokd her 1'd
try to get her a pair.

“There was no Amazon or online
shopping yet, and | figured I woaldn't
be able to find them anywhere. So, the
next day 1 brought them with me to
school, and I gave them to her. Years
later, when she was well mto adult

See thesandpaper.net
to read what others in
the community had to
share about Berardi.
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Is All Math Education Needed

In the Age of Smartphones?

By RICK MELLERUP
B oards of education and administrators
in school districts throughout the area,
the state and indeed the whole nation
are freaking out because of low scores on
standardized math tests in all grade levels
According to a beadline for an Octo-
ber 2022 article in Education Wee Two
Decades of Progress, Nearly Gone: National
Math, Reading Scores Hit Historic Lows."
“In math, the results were espe

devastating, representing the steepest declines

ever recorded on the National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP), known as
the mation’s report card, which tests a broad
th graders and
dates to the early 199%0s." seconded reporters
Sarsh Mervosh and Ashley Wu in The New
York Times that same

sampling of fourth and

month.
Only 33% of
New Je

ey's eighth-
were profi-
math; 39%
of the Garden State’
fourth-graders w
proficient. Fr

students tested proficient in eighth grade while
the fourth

ade average was 35%

One of the reasons for the decline that
has been posited is that during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, when remot
employed, kids were usi

ning was

g their phones to

determine answers. Then, come test time, they
weren 't allowed 10 do so

The situation begs three questions

Ome, if answers can be quickly discovered
on a phone, why bother to take the time 10 go
through the step-by-step process of working
your way through a mathematical problem?
Here's a long division example: $673/42
135, rounded off - 135.071428571 if you

want 10 keep going. It takes maybe 15 seconds

Put simply, what percentage of
adults have ever bad to figure out
what the bell X is in real life?

if you type in the numbers on your phone
ed 1o about 45 seconds 1o a manute if

comp:
you remember the loag division you may have
leamed decades ago. God knows how long it
would tske 10 get 1o 13507 71. To el
you the truth, [ quickly lost interest; readers
can experiment if they wish

I looked up the problem on a math site
called visualfractions.com, a teaching site,
where it recommsended 16 steps to arnive at
just 135. Repeat, 16 steps!

Let's advance to the next level, b
school. According 1o the New Jersey Depart.
ment of Education, just 32.5% of Garden State

juniors met expectations or surpassed them in
math tests given in the spring of 2022
Most readers were peobably subjected to
Algebra I, Geometry and Algebea Il in high
school while more

strenuous branches
such as trigonometry
and calculus were
normally electives at
most schools. That
continues today. This
leads to question two:
How many students will employ algebra o

cometry as adults?
ze of adults have ever had 1o figure out what
the bell X is in real life? Even without study-
ing other math branches such as statistics and
probabality most people would guess it would

be a very low percentage

Why spend a significant amount of time
in high school learning something you're
Especially
when you consider the “use it o lose it
principle. I'll jump 1o another subject, foreign
langu;

never going to use in your career

to provide a personal example. As
ntary and high school student livis
quite near the border with Quebec, | figured
learning French would be important. So I took
French from sixth grade through a couple of
semesters of college. Then | moved 1o New

|-Ganss

Winter Crew

You ain't
seen nothing
yet...

Yark City and then New Jersey and didn't run
into many French speakers. If | tried it today
1'd sound like Clark Griswold in “National
Lampoon's European Vacation.”

The same with math. [ dida't have 1o
resort to visualfractions.com 1o complete the
long division example | employed. | remem-
bered enough, although | must admit, barely
enough, to get by. But [ could never complete
a medium-difficult algebra peoblem today,
even though I took it at the college level. Use
itor lose it

Now, I understand that math is critically
important for people in certain careers such as
meteorology, accounting, computer program-
ming, financial analysis, information security,
nd medicine

Continued on Page 8
1

civil or software engineen

r

Letters
Small-Town Win

To the Editor:

Barnegat Li
voted by a decisive number of write-in voles
1o preserve what you love about your special

ht voters, you did it! You

town. Who won the election? Small-Town

America. You voted 1o keep a ming lown
that enjoys peaceful, natural surroundings
limited development and a transparent
government

wi

You voted to preserve a town where we ad-

mure beautiful sunrises and sunsets, and where

we enjoy the sound of silence on the beach
except for waves lapping oa the shore. As the
only Island town peohibiting non-authorized
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Pinelands Senior Livio
Caps Standout Career
Inside Boardwalk Hall

ason Livio could have had
a repeat of last season,
when he walked into At-

lantic City’s Boardwalk Hall for the
NISIAA State Championships and
left disappointed after losing two
straight bouts, bounced out early on
the second day.

And after what occurred on the
afternoon of March 2, there was
a 50-50 chance it would happen
again. But following a first-round
loss to 17th-seeded Blase Mele of
Princeton, the 18-year-old Pinelands
Regional senior went into Friday's
first session ready to cap his career
in style.

“It’s hard to focus in this place.”
Livio said shortly after being elimi-
nated in the third round of wrestle-
backs with a 3-2 loss to Phillips-
burg’s Gavin Hawk. “You're excited
to be here, and you see a lot of
people you know. a lot of wrestlers
you know are good. But today I
was zoned in. It was a fresh day. I
felt loose and more at peace with
myself, not so involved with every-
thing else going on in here. Today
was about winning and advancing
as far as possible.”

With graduation just months
away, Livio easily could have thrown
in the towel and not cared - heck,
plenty of seniors have done just that
after losing that first match, knowing
they had no shot at a state title and
an extremely hard road just to get
onto the medals podium.

“This tournament is the most
unforgiving thing in all of high
school sports.” said Pinelands coach
Joe Adelizzi. “But Mason’s not that
kind of kid. Hes a high-character

kid. He cares. He's a hard worker.
People like me ... we get into coach-
ing for kids like him. Hes made me
a better coach.”

After three straight losses inside
Boardwalk Hall, Livio finally scored
a victory, a 7-2 triumph over Fair
Lawn’s Natan Tsyrlin. Several hours
later, he won a 7-0 decision against
Manalapans Vincent DePierro — his
39th win of the season.

Against the seventh-seeded State-
liners’ sophomore, Livio was taken
down with 32 seconds left in the first
period, but escaped seven seconds
later to trail by a point heading into the
second. Livio started the next period
on defense and escaped rather easily,
tying the contest. Still knotted at 2-2
going into the third, Hawk needed just
six seconds to escape from Livios
grasp and neither guy mustered much
offense from there.

“We had a battle and things didn’t
go my way, but that’s what happens
here. Only one guy advances.” he said.
“I wrestled my best and it is what it
is. This is how things go down in this
place. It’s an unforgiving sport, but
that’s what I signed up for.”

The Wildcats” leader for just about
the entirety of his career, Livio fin-
ished with a record of 109-23, third on
the Pinelands’ career wins list.

“Ihad a great career. It’s been long,
but it flew by. I started when I was 5,
and I've enjoyed every bit of it.” he
said. “Ilove what I do. This stuff helps
me stay on my game with everything.
This sport provides so much value to
life. A lot of times, you don’t see it,
but it really applies to every aspect
of life and that’s what makes it the
greatest sport.

David Biggy

OUT WITH A BANG: Pinelands Regional senior Mason Livio takes down Fair Lawn's Natan Tsyrlin during the

Jirst round of wrestlebacks at the NJSIAA State Championships on March 3.

“It’s taught me to be a better per-
son overall. I've grown a lot, learned
a lot, and to end it here in Atlantic
City is awesome. This is the best
place to end a wrestling career. I left
all out there.”

Adelizzi said Livio has been in the
spotlight at Pinelands since he entered
the program four years ago.

“Mason’s been a leader pretty
much his entire career. even as
106-pound freshman.” he said. “And
that’s a lot of pressure on a kid, when
everybody notices everything you're
doing, every little mistake, every
aspect of your matches. He needed

to mature through all that, and I be-
lieve he’s handled it about as well as
a kid could. He'll sacrifice anything
for the team. Whatever we needed, it
was, “Yes, coach!” If we were running
sprints, he didn’t question it. He just
ran them as hard as he could. We're
going to miss him.”

The feeling is mutual, Livio said.

“I could have gone someplace
else,” he said. “1 had guys on me
about transferring to other schools,
but I chose to stay at Pinelands with
Adelizzi. He was the guy I wanted
in my corner for every match and in
practice. He really helped me go far™

Of course. Mason’s wrestling
days aren’t over.

“I'm looking at some smaller
colleges so I can focus more on
my academics, but I'm planning on
wrestling” said Livio, who plans
to major in finance. “This isn’t the
end. I'll be wrestling somewhere
next year, and I'll enjoy the next
four years as I step into a new phase
of life. I'm excited about the future.
I'm looking to make some money
and do some good in the world. 1
Just want to make myself and my
family proud.”

— David Biggy
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Courtesy Long Beach Township

IT°S CLEAR AS DAY: Beachgoers will have an unobstructed view of windmills if a proposed offshore wind plan moves forward, a 3D model using data points from the developer shows.

New Rendering Brings Turbine Visibility Into Focus

| ]smg a photograph of the

Holgate skyline and beach

as well as data from the
Atlantic Shores Offshore Wind plan,
a Maryland-based multimedia com-
pany created a three-dimensional
model of what wind turbmes will
look like from the beach, driving
home what many say will be the
impact of a proposed wind genera-
tion farm off Long Beach Township.

Interface Multimedia, an inte-
grated digital marketing company
in Silver Spring, Md., produced the
model depicting how the turbines
will look from the shoreline on a
clear summer day. The company was
commissioned to do the work on
behalf of the township by Warwick
Group Consultants, a Washington,
D.C_-based lobbying firm the board

of commissioners hired by resolution
carlier this year.

Mayor Joseph Mancini said it took
Interface Multimedia several days to
accurately create the rendering be-
causc there were so many data points
in the Atlantic Shores construction
and operations plan.

“Imagine 200 spinning turbines.”
Mancini said of what beachgoers can
expect to see if the Atlantic Shores
project moves forward as planned,
adding that the turbines wall not be
synchronized as he pointed to a pho-
tocopy of the rendering that shows
the blades rotating at different speeds.

Gordon Perkins, an expert on vis-
ibility for Atlantic Shores Offshore
Wind, has said data overwhelmingly
show that shoreline visibility 1s going
to be a rare occurrence.

Created on Behalf
Of LBT Officials
To Show Impact

“It's complicated. It's incredibly
complicated,” Perkins said in an inter-
view last summer with The SandPaper,
adding, “Visibility is reflective light,
and the opacity of the atmosphere
changes the amount of reflective light
that your cye sces. The atmosphere in
an offshore environment is incredibly
vanable and there’s a lot happening
out there that can change minute-to-
minute, day-to-day.”

Still, Mancini noted the five
380-foot-high turbines of the Jersey-
Atlantic Wind Farm, located at the

wastewater treatment plant in Atlantic
City can be clearly seen from the
parking lot of the Edwin B. Forsythe
National Wildlife Refuge in Holgate
13.5 miles away.

The proposed Atlantic Shores
windmills are “thicker, bigger and
closer,” he said. Township officials
are launching an awareness campaign
about the proposed Atlantic Shores
project after feedback from residents
suggested there wasn't enough public
information on the subject.

As planned, the Atlantic Shores
Offshore Wind farm would site
1,050-foot-high turbines between 9.5

and 13.5 miles out in the occan off

the entire length of LBI and extend-
ing farther castward. The project is a
50-50 partnership between Shell New
Energies US LLC and EDF Renew-

ables North America. It was formed
in December 2018 to co-develop
ncarly 183,353 acres of leased sca
arca on the Outer Continental Shelf,
located within the New Jersey Wind
Encrgy Arca.

The project is comprised of three
phascs, with the first phase expected
to be approved later this year. [t in-
cludes 120 turbines to be placed in
the Atlantic Ocean with phase two
calling for the placement of 80 tur-
bines; phase three has 157 turbines

Project 1 1s expected to begin
construction in 2025, and operations
would start in 2028. Its operational
period ends in 2048,

“It’s the largest industrialization
of the occan this close to shore in
the world” Mancini said.

Continued on Page 70
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Divided Council
In Ship Bottom
Has Questions
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Hiring Process,
Salaries Contended

here was nothing routine when
the Ship Bottom Borough
Council adopted 2 standard sal

stion for some Ship Bottom
plovees last month as members
traded frustration over the

an when Councilman
Joe Valyo cited concern that a new
hire would make more moncy than a
loagtime borough employee who he
said had mare responsibility. He asked
for an explamatson in writing

“It's just unbelsevable that this
could happen,” he sxid

Councilman Peter Rossi agreed,
but Co Iman David Hartmann,
who chairs the borough's fimance com

ce, wanted to know what two jobs

2 compared
new position is the tax/utility
lector, and the established post is
the deputy municipal clerk, Valyo
said

“Well, that’s your answer ... differ
ent jobs,” Hartmann sid, prompting
an exchany mong the council aboat
hiring practsces
For their part, Valyo and Coancil
man Robert Butkus said the first time
they learned about the hiring of a tax
ility collectar, which is a split
nance department
as when they
folder with the

here 1s no communication
between the hinng mittee and
Valyo saiid “The pro

cess should be angoing so (we) know
what’s going on and we're not just

a similar 1ssue occurred
several years ago, the council i
the hiring committee would bring
the approprriate council lison for the
department that was hiring
let it go and 1 shouldnt have,”
Valyo said. “The deputy tax and ut
ity collector is part of my departme
and 1 didn’t know about the hire until
the resolution came just a few days
prior to the hire meeting.™
Butkus said all he is asking for is

far tha amewamriabe casneil lisienn o

First Year of Competition Is a Smash

Statford School Esports Squad Rolls On

dults who played popular
video games during the
1980s and 1990s may re.

member some of the iconic char
acters they used to accomplish the
ves. Pac-Man, Marnio, Zelda.
Sonsc - they we
1o quit

Surprisingly, th
around. But for Patrick B
Wilkinson and Liam MacNaughton,
they're not the go-to bunch. Instead,
the three Stafford Interme
School sixth-graders are more apt
to utilize Pit, Mr. Game & Watch
and Tke. Occasionally, they might
go with Gancadorf or Falco. Wast

who?

“Pit bas a very fun play style

maost of the time i rusl
oppoacnt but also having options to

retreat, if nec sad Patnck,
who on March § all but carried the
three-student crew to the finash ine
in a Garden State Esports Middle
School Super Smash Bros. Winter
Champioaship quarterfinals contest
a; st Hoboken Charter School
“The opponent decided to play
incredibly offensive, which left him
open to a lot of punish attacks after
1 blocked hss attacks. I was able to
well™

With esparts oa the rise among
schools acrass the country — even at

dazens of colleges, some of which of:
fer scholarships for esports competi
tors — Stafford Intermedsate started
1ts own program this school year and
Jomned the fray of the competstive es
ports world, specfically with Garden
State Esports, a nonprofit groap that
acts as the organzzing body of scho
lastic esports m New Jersey.
he mission is simple: to create
y, student-centered expe
through scholastic esports
so all students can u
platform to grow soci:
ally and academic
“Kids like competition, and
esports give them a different form

ports as a
emotion-

of competition.” said Intermedaate
Esparts adviser Shannon Mastro
giovanmi. It

swing and becoen

become a huge community. It
of fun, bat it’s intense.™
Playing for the first time in the
champsonshsp tournament, the Staf
ford Intermediate squad - which also
included Noah Petterson and Dean
Dosatc ermates - was given the

v by David
FORGING AHEAD: Flanked by exports advisers Matt Bleichner and Shannon Mastrogiovanni, the Stafford
Intermediate School crew of Dean Donato, Noakh Petterson, Patrick Eby, Parker Wilkinson and Liam MacNaugh-
ton celebrate their Garden States Esports Middle School Super Smash Bros. championship tournament victory.

STANDING ROOM: Stafford Intermediate sixth-grader Patrick Eby has an audience during the first round of

Super Smash Bros. championship tournament action. The team is headed to Kean University for the semifinals.
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Little Egg Harbor Mourns Loss of Preteen After Tragic Dirt Bike Accident

|
Breaki ng News e
Incident Under Investigation; Browne Honored by Frog Pond Elementary
FI R S I P I AC E April 03, 2023

By MONIQUE M. DEMOPOULOS

BE08
[ ]
M O n I q u e M a On Monday, April 3, Frog Pond students, as well as many of their parents and teachers,
u g 1 &< o -

flooded the Frog Pond Elementary School with pink shirts to honor their friend, Michael
“Mikey” Browne Jr., 12, who passed away Sunday, April 2 following a dirt bike accident.

D e I I I O po u I OS Just prior to his accident, Browne was traveling alone along the Otis Bog extension of Dump

Road, an unimproved road that had recently been re-gated via use of a chain and PVC pipe,
according to Little Egg Harbor Police Chief James Hawkins.

“There’s still a lot of details that are unknown yet,” said Hawkins, who stressed that the
accident remains under full investigation by the police department and Ocean County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Little Egg Harbor Mourns
LOSS Of P retee n Afte r ! 3 | “This is a terrible tragedy,” said Mayor Blaise Scibetta. “As we are waiting on additional details
. . . . L 3 v.. .« from authorities investigating the circumstances surrounding Michael’s passing, the township
Trag IC DI rt BI ke ACC I d e nt 'Wa;Eknov[vJ‘r: o hap‘;;ﬁ:d e Iw’esm:: committee asks everyone to keep the Browne family in their prayers.”

his dirt bike, fishing and being in school with : o 1
his friends. (Supplied Photos) “This is such an awful, senseless tragedy,” Joseph Browne, Mikey’s grandfather, told The

SandPaper.
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Jayla Hahn Becomes Southern Regional’s First Female Wrestling State Champ

News Sports Story

NJSIAA Girls Wrestling Championships

FIRST PLACE

By David Biggy

O]v]=]5]L) 4+

She arose from the mat at the center of Atlantic City’s Boardwalk Hall and stretched
her arms as if to say, “I told you I'd come back and do it again.” Jayla Hahn is a
state champion for the second time.

David Biggy

“I went out there to dominate and win,” said the Southern Regional senior, who on
Saturday, March 4, captured the girls’ wrestling individual championship at 138
pounds with a 10-3 victory over Jackson Memorial's Kamila Bieszczad. “| had a few
jitters, but | was OK once we started wrestling. | had my opportunity and made the
best of it.”

J a I a H a h n B eCO m e S S O u t h e rn DONE: Southern Regional senior Jayla Hahn looks to her . :
coaches for firther instriction as she sqUeezes a Two years ago while at Lakewood, Hahn swiped her first state crown at 143
headlock on Jackson Memorial's Kamila Bieszczad during pounds, defeating North Hunterdon’s Jodi Holder with a 10-8 decision. Last season,

- ) 1 the 138-pound girls wrestling state championship on . ) - L - .
Reg IO n al S FI rSt Fel I lale March 4. (Photos by David Biggy) that time representing Central Regional, Hahn sustained a shoulder injury during

the 138-pound championship against Jackson Memorial's Skyelar Smith and

WreStl i n g State C h am p finished as the state runner-up.

This season at Southern, Hahn discovered a whole new level of preparation and conditioning — most of the season, she practiced

with Southern’s boys team, which had its best season in the program’s history — and became a better wrestler because of it.
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May the Fizz Be With You,
Holmdel Residents Feel Gaslit
By NJNG; Amid Water
Concerns, Development Still in

PDinalina

JULY 27, 2023
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May the Fizz Be With You:
Basie Center Cinemas To Get Liquor License

By Sunayana Prabhu

[

JCKY HORROR

REY RENTAL AVAILABLE
WGHT _MADNESS HORROR SERIES

OPPENHEIMER

THE BASIE.. FOR SHOWTIMES

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
OPEN  MIC COMEDY

SUNAYANA PRABHU

SUNAYANA PRABHU

Basie Center Cinemas, formerly Bow Tie Cinemas, will 00n be able to serve alcohol now that Gov. Phil Murphy has signed a new law permitting nonprofit movie theaters with a

license to sell adult beverages.

RED BANK - If not being
able to sip your favorite al-
coholic concoction or brew
kept you from enjoying that
cinematic gem showing at
Basie Center Cinemas, it's
time to buy your tic} B

Gov. Phil Murphy signed
a new law July 7 allowing
nonprofit movie theaters
focused on the arts to sell
alcoholic beverages with a
plenary retail license.

“Nonprofit theaters pro-
vide a world of good to our
communities.” said Murphy
in a statement July 8.

“Treating them the same
as nonprofit corporations
conducting musicals or the-
atrical performances and
allowing them to serve alco-
hol will enhance the enter-
tainment experience for the-
ater-goers while enhancing
their bottom line to ensure
they remain afloat and con-

tinue to benefit our commu-
nities,” he added.
According to the gover-
nor's office, the legislation
will expand an existing law
that already allows munic-
ipalities to issue plenary
s to nonprofit the-
atrical arts organization

ic beverages for consump- | cohol during the two-hour
tion on the premises during | postshow window is lim-
the performance, as well as | ited to 15 events per year.
two hours before and after | Additionally, theater licenses

“Treating them the same as nonprofit

corporati and allowing them to serve

“Nonprofit arts groups and
venues, like other nonprof
it entities, took a tough hit
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said Sen. Vin Gopal
(D-11), who sponsored the
legislation with Sen. Shirley
K Turner (D-15) and Assem-
blyman Sterley S. Stanley
(D-18). According to Gopal,
the law is “one way to help”
arthouse movie theaters
recover and boost the enter-
tainment value for patrons.
According to the bill, the
holder of this special li-
cense, known as a “theater
li may serve alcohol-

alcohol will enhance the entertainment
experience for theater-goers while
enhancing their bottom line to ensure
they remain afloat and continue to
benefit our communities.”

Gov. Phil Murphy

the performance, with the | are not subject to the same
exception of certain smaller | population restriction as bars
theaters where the amount | and restaurants that lmit
of times they can serve al- | one license for every 3,000

residents in a municipality.

One of the state’s leading
entertainment hubs located
in Red Bank, the nonprofit
Count Basie Center for the
Arts might be able to turn
Basie Center Cinemas at 36
White St. into a profitable
venture, the only movie the-
ater on the Jersey Shore to
offer alcohol with the pas-
sage of this law.

Jonathan Vena, chief
marketing  officer for
Count Basie Center for the
Arts, confirmed that the
organization initiated the
process to acquire a liquor
license last week through
the borough in conjunction
with the state’s Division of
Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol, the department that
regulates the manufacture,
distribution, sale and trans-
portation of all alcoholic
beverages in New Jersey.

Count Basie purchased
the former Bow Tie Cin-
emas in 2020, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as part
of its continuing mission to
bring the arts to Monmouth
County, ensuring inclusion
and access to the perform-
ing arts.

“This legislation is crit-
ical to the survival of our
independent cinema here
in Red Bank, which we
took over during the pan-
demic to ensure this venue
could continue to operate
and promote the art of
film,” said Adam Philip-
son, president and CEO of
Count Basie Center for the
Arts in a release. “Along
with the appreciation our
audience will have in en-
joying a glass of wine with
their film, the revenue this
new law will generate is
critical to our mission.”
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Development Gallops On
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Monmouth Park Proposes Development
to Address Financial Uncertainty

By Stephen Appezzato

Fair Haven
Bolts the Door
on Short-Term

Rentals

Middletown Planning
Board Reviews
Potential Route 36

=g | Redevelopment Areas

fl | By Sunayana Prabhu
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Residents Launch Petition; Colts
Neck Residents Raise Storm
About Potential Threat; Colts Neck
Development Still in Pipeline
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PATRICK OLIVERO

Two happy participants at the Red Bank Spring Egg Hunt weare ready to celebrate after finding some of the hun-
dreds of candy-filled eggs on Count Basie Flelds Sunday, March 26. For more photos and information about the
event, see pages 12 and 13.

NJPA

Residents Launch
Petition Against
Colts Neck
Development

By Sunayana Prabhu

COLTS NECK - The de-
veloper of Colts Neck Man-
or is persistent but so are
those opposing the project.

Several organizations,
including Sierra Club, the

} | League of Women Voters and

a citizens group from Colts
Neck have launched an online
petition against the proposed
development by a company
owned by Jared Kushner on
a nearly 40-acre vacant parcel
along Route 537.

The proposed project is
a high-density apartment
complex with an on-site
wastewater management
plant, which several petition-
ers have said would cause
“catastrophic” and “irrevers-
ible" water contamination
throughout the county.

The petition — which has
1,800 signatures as of April
4 - was launched after the

Continuwed on Page 4
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Oceanport’s Got Gobble Trouble

By Sunayana Prabhu

OCEANPORT

- wad

Voters Will
Decide School
Regionalization

{ | By JF Grodeska

Red Bank Planning
Board Approves

Cannabis Dispensary

By Sunayana Prabbu
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Sahar Aziz Could Lose Seat
Over Consecutive Absences

By KATIE MOEN

motion and member Leila Morrelli  entire state, so 1 expect 1o continwe to
opted to abstain engage in conversations both in dis.
“Idadn’tknow anythingaboutthis.”  trict and around the state to ensure
Ms. Morrellisaxd. “Iwould have liked  that we are providing as much sup
the chance to do a litthe rescarch.™ port and investigative fidelity to the
According o district records, of  process as possible.” Dr. Goazilez
office 0 meetings that the board held  saad
next moath for violating the board’s wen July 25, 2022 and Junc 13, Changes also have been made b
established attendance pol Azizwas absent fr the district’s anline policy, which bas
har Aziz, last year's bosrd vice  and marked late to five others. The  been upgraded to include a new

three coasecutive adverts
ings could be removed fros

pressdent, will have the opportunity  district has not yet posted the minutes mhumkm, pl.n form called Gagg}
10 plead her case ot the next fromtheregularmecting heldonJune  The software, Dr. Gonzalez said, will

mecting of the board, whichis 2 enable the district to more carcfully
uled 1o be beld m mid-Scptember. Ms. Aziz came under public scru- — monitor uuuml Gox
The board will then make s final Ry last year for using ber personal 1f harm, cyber
determination maccondancewithstate  socil-media accounts 1o share con =, other potentially harm
law tent that some local residents viewed  ful bebavior.”

Amotiontoadd the votetothenext s anti-Ser « The next meeting of the Westfickd
agends was made by board member  ents called for ber remay
Brendan Galligan on Tuesday during ~ fice during a heating meeti
the board's first regular mecting of
the new school year

According to board bylaw 145, read
into the record by Mr. Galligan on
Tuesday, “a member who fails to at Ethics Commission.
tend three consecutive meetings of The commission has not yet re
the board without good cause maybe  turned its decision.
removed from office withanal In other district news, students,
tive vote ity remaining  staff, parents and visstors should pre
members” as Jong as the member's  pare themselves for some pew poli
removal is proposed at the public  caes and procedures when school re
meeting directly preceding the vote.  Convencs next CRANFORD
The district’s bylaws also state that “Govemor Murphy signedalaw at  are showing sig

willberequiredto give Ms.  the endof 2022 that requires all school
before  districts to establisha Behavior Threat
crposibononTues-  Asscssment Management Team to ting of
assess potential crises and identify  the board of cducatson on Monday

Tloard Pressdent Sonal Pael, Vice  students wh sy presenta threatto Brian Heineman, the district's as
President Robert Bena themselves or others,” Superinten-  sistant supermtendent forcurnculum
members Mary Wickens, Kent dent Raymond Gonzilez. EdD_said  and instruction, presented the results
mond and Kristen Sonnck-Schmelz ~ Twesday. All members of the new  oflast year's New Jers .r.:du.mun
voted i favorof Mr. Galligans mo-  team, Dr. Gonzilez said, have been  Proficiency Assessment (NJ
tion ) trained by the New Jersey Depart Mz Heineman explained that 'Jl'x

The board’s newest member, ment of Education was the second time the Cranford
Charles Gelinas, voted against the “This is new for us. s new forthe  School District administered the test,

e accounts to

n Sepleml
of Westfieki Hu.‘i School, loc
550 Dorian Road

ainst Ms. Aziz with the state \hml

Upswing in

By LAURA KREISER

zed tests that were re

Local Leaders, Elected Officials
Talk Public Safety

By KATIE MOEN

AREA — Last week, Senator Jon
Bramnick of the 215t Legislative Dis:
trict joined several representatives
from the law enforcement commu
nity for a frank discussion about pub.
lic safety and ¢ revention inand
around Unson County

The senstor was joined by Bob
Weck, the former chief of the Summit
Police Department: Anthony
Ambrose. the former darector of pubs
lic safety for the City of Newark; and
former New Jersey Atiorney General
(hr‘ Porrino at the Summit Elks
Lodge for a two-hour paned discus:
sioa that covered everything from
basl reform to the recent numml up:
swing in peoperty crime.

The event, spoasored by the Sum
mit Republicans and held on Thurs

Cranford BOE Reveals
Test Scores

consists of an English
Arts (ELA) section and a
pocnt. The test is
de 11 students
throughout New Jersey and is used o
dietes e whether or not a student
has met the state-mandated critena
for graduation.

In Cranford, 9 percent of this
ar’s senior class was deemed
raduation ready™ by the E

CONTIMUED O PAGE &

dayevening aded by numer
ous representatives and clected offi
cials, inchuding several current and
past membersofthe.
Assemblywoman Michele
Matsikoudss, and Ruthi Byrne, whose
husband, Brendan Byme, served as
the governor of New Jersey from
1974 1o 1982
“The point of this discussion is to
put party politics aside %0 we can
focus on the ssswes, " said Nick Cursale,
chair of the Summst Republicans
Every town in the state s dealing
with the same challenges when 1t
comes to crime and public safety.”
Property crimes like car thefls, bur
slaries and home invassons have been
on the nise m the region for some
tmme. And while there may be no one
right way forward. Mr. Ambrose said
Thursday, strong communicatian be
tween public officials, police depart
ments and clected representatives wall
always play an essential role
“Chief Weck and [ always had
sood working relationship. We kn
that the cars that were getting
up down

from Summit were turn

in N rk. s0 we made
keep cach other in the ooy
' Ynuluu xo\m“ what's gon

phum toring. you're
to be that productive.”
2 to information provided

11,989
cars were stolen in New Jersey in
2019. By 2022, that number had nisen
1o 15,650,

And while car thefts and bu;
nothing new. the “game
Ambrose continued, has changed in
recent years,

ries

“The majonity of car thefts m this
state are happening because people
are leaving their key fobs in thesr cars
and not taking
protect themselves,
said, adding that car thx
started to seck out cert
models based on market demand
ninal organszations also are
2 on juveniles o carry out the
thefts since they are less likely than
adult offenders 1o be severely penal
zed

Affluent communities like
ficld, Summit and Berkeley
s have been hit especially hard
in recent moaths by car thefis, home
break-ms and burglanies.

“A visible police department is
more impartant now than &t cver has
been.™
are driving around in a com
scope it out ahead of time, they're
less hikely to come back if they sec an
active police force.”

Community relstionships, the chief
also play a major role in
deterrng would-be criminals.
of the things that we bear all
the time from residents is, ‘I would
have called, but 1 didn"t want to bother
you.” We have 1o do somethin
change that,” be saxd. “1f you have a
concern, or if you sce something
strange, don’t hesitate. Just call us. A
community that trusts the police de
partment and act
erate with them
eyes and ears on the street, and that's
incredibly &

Earlser this year, Governor Phil
Murphy signed off on a package of
bl 1\ intended to curtail
among other act
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Lewis Portfolio
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McGurk Portfolio
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Artist Mike Bell Brings New Life
to Thrift Store Paintings in
Tuckahoe Brewing Co. Exhibit
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Havsy Portfolio
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Ashmore Portfolio
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Needy Cases Fund 2023
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Wadlow Portfolio
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Intersimone Portfolio
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Mendlowitz Portfolio
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Portfolio
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Franklin Portfolio
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Public Service
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Marisa Bowl Coverage
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Arts & Entertainment

Rupert Holmes: From
pop star to Broadway
to mystery novelist

BY JIM TESTA
FOR THE JERSEY JOURNAL

You're forgiven if the name Rupert
Holmes conjures nothing but memories of
his earwig 1979 hit about pifa coladas. But
the man has a resume that goes on for
weeks, which he'll discuss at Hoboken's
Little City Books on Sunday.

Holmes' appearance is tied to his third
novel, “The McMasters Guide to Homicide,
Vol. 1: Murder Your Employer” (Avid Re
er Press; $28 list price), which reached
6 on the New York Times bestseller list.
Some of his other many accomplishments
include over a dozen award-winning
Broadway plays (among them several mu-
sicals), 18 albums (including cast record-
ings of his musicals and numerous greatest
hits collections), a long list of television and
film credits, and hit songs written for stars
like Barbra Streisand, Barry Manilow, Dolly
Parton, Dionne Warwick and Britney
Spears, to name just a few.

To call him a renaissance man is putting
it lightly, and yet he remains charmingly
down to earth. Erudite and witty, he's well-
informed about contemporary pop
culture.

“lused to hate him for that cheesy pifia
colada song,” opined a musician friend re-
cently. “Then [ saw him do a long interview
with Howard Stern and by the end of it, [
was ready to stand and fight for that man.”

It might be a mystery why Holmes is pri-
marily remembered for one song, but he
sincerely doesn't mind — especially since
mystery has always loomed large in life.
He's written quite a few
— and won two Edgars, .
publishing’s highest I music
award for the genre — in-
cluding novels and plays.

Mysteries have always been his
passion.

“I can actually determine to the second
when I started getting keenly interested in
detective stories because there wasa TV
series in the '50s, years before Jim Hutton
played Ellery Queen on TV, there wasa TV
series called "The New Adventures of Ellery
Queen’ starring George Nader,” Holmes
recalled. "I had just recently been told |
would have to wear glasses and that de-
pressed me greatly because when I was a
kid, if you had to wear glasses, you didn’t

|

MURDER YOUR
= EMPLOYER =
.“ rLL‘y.f_p
& i ‘\’ z

“MURDER YOUR EMPLOYER" is the
first volume in Rupert Holmes' planned
“McMasters Guide to Homicide™ series.

get to be an actor, youdidn't gettobe a
foothall hero, you were going to be either a
teacher or a librarian.”

One Sunday night, on an episode of “The
Steve Allen Show™ devoted to TV detectives,
Holmes saw Nader put on a pair of
eyeglasses.

“Wow, I thought, you
get to be the star of a se-
ries and wear glasses!”
Holmes said. “So that
caused me to go and buy

my first Ellery Queen novel, and I started
reading Agatha Christie and other mystery
authors. It was quite a meaningful day in
my life when | had my photograph on the
cover of Ellery Queen Mystery Magazine as
the author of a Broadway comedy thriller
called 'Accomplic

Holmes began his professional life as a
studio musician in the late '60s but signed
to MCA as a solo artist in 1974 and had a
good run as a pop artist into the early "80s.
“Escape (The Pina ColadaSong)” appeared
on his fifth album, “Partners in Crime," by

which point he was already well-estab-
lished in the industry as both a performer
and songwriter.

When his career started to cool down,
Holmes took to performing in comedy
clubs and cabarets, telling stories about his
life interspersed with his songs. Joe Papp
enjoyed the act so much that he entreated
Holmes to write a musical, which led to
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” Holmes'
first Broadway show, based loosely on an
unfinished murder mystery by Edgar Allen
Poe.

Holmes' evolution from singer-songwrit-
er to mystery novelist inspired the show
he’ll be doing at Little City Books.

"I suggested that it might be fun to show
how | went from mysteries in song form to
mysteries in novel form,” he explained
“And so | agreed to sing a song or two that
would show how I evolved from someone
who, in the "70s and '80s, was a storyteller
in song. And then in the "80s, | became a
storyteller on the Broadway stage. And then

N WODG WAGNER PHOTO
RUPERT HOLMES will perform and discuss his latest murder mystery, “Murder Your
Employer,” at 6 p.m. Sunday at Little City Books in Hoboken.

starting in the new millennium, | became
a teller of stories via surprise novels and
short stories.

“So I'll be singing a few songs and my
guess is that some version of ‘Escape (The
Pina Colada Song)’ will end up in there be-
cause, God forbid, any day of my life would
£0 by without me singing some portion of
that song, it’s inevitable,” he continued. *1
accept it veritasium and I like the fact that
people some 44 years after [ recorded it still
want to hear it and even still know it.”

Holmes will appear at Little City Books,
100 Bloomfield St., Hoboken, on Sunday at
6p.m.

Tickets are available at littlecitybooks.
com. A copy of Holmes' novel *Murder
Your Employer” is included with ticket
purchase.

Jim Testa is on Facebook at facebook.com/
Constant-Listener-Jim-Testa-On-Hudson-
Music-108591071738628. He can also be
reached at jim@jerseybeat.com.
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THE INTERSECTION of MLK Drive and Foe

DeGise hit bicycist Andrew Black we

BY JOSHUA ROSARIO
JOURNAL STAFF WRIER

Though Jersey City Council
woman Amy DeGise's hit-and
run collision with a cydist is be
coming a speck in her r
mirror, how she navig;
road to redemption
way in detenmining
future

One year ago today, the fresh
gislator struck a 29-year
n with her black SUV as he
1is bike through a red light
at the intersection of Martin
ther King Drive and Fornest Street
But the shocking news of the ear
ly-moming incident wasn't just
the jarring crash, but more so
DeGise's split-second decision to
flee the scene and not report the
incident 1o police for six

Video posted to soc

long

political

ah her ng & year ago
showing that DeGise never slowed
down after hitting Andrew Black,
a 29.year-old Jersey City man
making a delivery for Uber Eats,
t viral, Hundreds of Jersey
ity residents, inchsding two other
council bers, called for her
resignation, and a change.«
ition demanding

¥ er, life for DeGise, the
17-year-old daughter of retiring
Hudson County Executive Tom
DeGise, has sor d

to normal. After stay
out of sight fo
she is once

aking public
king up during
council meetings and frequently
posting on social media. 1t°s still
too early to tell if the one-time
mayoral contender’s political cs

reer is irreparably harmed from

REENA ROSE SIBATAN JCLPNAL

Street in lersey City on Monday, where Councimember Amy

the backlash.

In a written statement released
through a spokesman, DeGise
saticd the past year has been a ime
of “soul searching”™ as she's been
on a personal journey “to make
amends with the public and to
forgive myself

“1 still remain incredibly soery
and remorseful, and I would be
lying if I said this experience
asn’t taken 2 toll on me and my
loved ones,” she said. “I'm com
mitted (o umic'\undmg improv
actively in street
and [ want to

ing and making things right
“Rebuilding trust is something
thist takes time and consistent ef.
1, and I'm fully committed to

Some Democrats close to the

rough year, insiders question
sther the at-farge co

If she wants 1o run again, she
has to kind of say The storm s
passed, [ am back and [ wa
show you 1 am a good elected of

»"U«‘ visi

ion. Sponsor some good
programs. Become an activist.
Speak an issues at the council

“Rij hl now, she is more like a
boxer in trsining, and a yeas from
now we will see if she & ready to
make a comeback.”

While some in the HCDO see a

e, progressives who rallied
resignation beleve the vol
how ber the door if she
seeks reelection.

Former progressive candidates
Hector Oseguers and Kevin Bing
led protests calling for DeGise's

once threatened 3
recall effort of the
councilwoman,
but that never
came o fruition,
“The fact of the
er is she em
ssed hersell.
rrassed
Jersey City,” said
Bing w fia unsuc

the Ward C coun

cil seat in 2021.
“In terms of being
a fighter and get
ting back in the
ng, that's cute,
but she hasn’t
done that work.”
Oseguers, who
an for congressin
2020, noted
DeGise hasn't had
e voters {un
members, she
ju entire city) since
Mayor Steve Fulop the incident s going to be
when he steps down in 2025, the real test as to how much this
though she has staunch allies who  has staying power, ™ he said.
still hope she can win a second Some insiders close to the
term on the council
After going throu

SEE DEGISE, PAGE 4

WEATHER TODAY

° °
85/71 —
Humid with a blend of sun and

douds. For the full forecast, see
Page 22.
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Comics 16-17 Sports
Crossward 15 Sudoku
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Dear Annie 15 Today in History
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Horoscopes 23 Waonderword
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I IN THEIR OPINION

Behind pope’s words: Courageous push for human dignity

ope Francis' com-

ments on LGBTQ peo-

ple in an exclusive sit-

down interview with

the Associated Press on
Tuesday is not only rocking the
Catholic church but the entire
world. And that is exactly what
he intended to do.

In the interview, Francis called
laws that criminalize homosexu-
ality “unjust,” saying “God loves
all his children jus hey are.”
He acknowl-
edged that ho-
mosexualitiy is
“a human con-
dition" and
said LGBTQ
people, like all
people, “have
strength to
fight for our
Rev. dignity.” He es-

Alexander pecially called
M. Santora  out Catholic

. bishops who
Faith i g
Matters fail to stand up

for gay people
and do not
challenge civil
leaders on their draconian mea-
sures of vilification, arrest, tor-
ture and even death.

Francis also touched on topics
like guns in the U.S. and assured
everyone that he is in good
health, despite some mobility
problems, and expects to contin-
ue as long as he can.

Saying the use of guns in
America has become “habit,” he
warned: “Instead of making the
effort to help us live, we make
the effort to help us kill.”

DOMENICO STINELLIS | AP

POPE FRANCIS is interviewed at the Vatican by Associated Press
correspondent Nicole Winfield on Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2023.

What a timely admonition for
us; I hope his words resonate
with the Supreme Court and
umgr[‘\simml leaders.

As a priest, | am heartened by
Pope Francis’ thinking and cour-
age. He knows what's going on
in the world and is unafraid to
move the Catholic church so it
remains relevant and, most im-
portantly, reflects the love of Je-
sus Christ. He knows he has crit-
ics, even in the College of Cardi
nals, but remains undeterred.

His Jesuit brilliance also
shows. There are no notes or
teleprompter guiding him dur-
ing the interview, and that shows
how genuine he is.

What most resonated in media
coverage, though, was his com-
ments on gays. While he said be-
ing homosexual “isn't a crime,”
he still called homosexual ac-
tions, “sinful,” which is tradi-
tional church teaching. At the
same time, he noted that “it'sa

sin to lack charity with one
another.”

About the sin comment, Gary
Stavella of Hoboken said, "1
don't really care.” A mature, ac-
tive Catholic gay man (who
heads the Gay @ Grace group at
Our Lady of Grace Church) is
more excited about the rest of
what Francis said.

“Any help we can get froma
pope for an American gay per-
son is fabulous,” he said, noting
that Francis is planning to visit
the Congo and South Sudan,
which have some of the stron-
gest anti-gay laws in Africa.

“Condemning anti-gay laws
from a world view is all good,”
Stavella said.

Stavella noted that it’s not just
other countries that criminalize
homosexuality. In America,
more than a dozen states still
have anti-sodomy laws on the
books, despite a 2003 Supreme
Court ruling declaring them

unconstitutional.

Francis believes Catholic
teaching is diluted when bishops
in any country give cover to ty-
rants and elected leaders who
fail to respect the dignity of
LGBTQ.

“The Pontiff is exhorting his
leadership to work toward the
abolition of laws that criminalize
homosexuality,” Joyce and Eu-
gene Flinn of Weehawken wrote
me in a joint e-mail statement.
Their older child identifies as

gender queer. “Some of these
Id\\s have a penalty of death! It’s
encouraging progre

A national Catholic advocacy
group also praised Francis.

“Most important, the pope
highlights that being LGBTQ+ is
not sinful and criminal, but
harming one's neighbor is most
certainly both. That simple prin-
ciple is a bedrock of Catholic
teachin, id Francis DeBer-
nardo, executive director of New
Ways Ministry, based in
Maryland.

The pope's speaking out, De-
Bernardo went on to say, is a sig-
nificant step.

“The hierarchy’s silence has
helped to perpetuate a culture of
draconian laws, rampant disre-
spect, violent rhetoric, and brutal
and often fatal physical attacks
against LGBTQ+ people,” he said.

For Lorrie Garcia, 61, of Hobo-
ken, though, until “there isa
change in church teaching” on
the sinfulness of homosexual ac-
tions, religious bias against the
gay community will continue.

“The feeling for me personally

is anticlimactic,” said Nicholas
St. George, 70, a Jersey City na-
tive now living in Asbury Park.
“Coming out isn't a struggle now
that the church takes astand.”

Growing up, gum;,ln church
every Sunday, he said, “I had to
do it all alone with tears in my
eyes.”

Back then, he recalled, the
church mughl you “to not be
who you are.” He was married to
awoman for 25 years and has
two children. He divorced, came
out and is now married to his
partner.

Since St. George first realized
he was gay, he would pray: “You
brought me down this path so
walk me through this because it
wasn't my choice.

Pope Francis recognizes that
self-discovery and struggle and
seems determined to lift the stig-
ma and suffering for millions
around the world. In their state-
ment, the Flinns reflected, “It's a
very positive step towards mak-
ing all Catholics feel welcome in
their church. Jesus never turned
anyone away.”

As the Vicar of Christ, Pope
Francis articulates an inclusive,
compassionate, pastoral tone
that gives hope to many perse-
cuted people instead of putting
them down. But it's not enough
for him to just say it; he wants all
Catholics and the world to do it.

The Rev. Alexander Santora is the
pastor of Our Lady of Grace and St.
Joseph, 400 Willow Ave., Hoboken,
NJ 07030. Email: padrealex@yahoo.
com; Twitter: @padrehoboken
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HOBOKEN'S TRENDY FAGADE

Devastating fires killed
dozens and ushered in
new era of gentrification

BY MARK KOOSAU
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Janet Ayala was just in her teens
when she and her family moved
into Hoboken in the late 1970s. At
the time, the city was more known
for its factories, waterfront docks,
delis and mom and pop shops,
and its working class
neighborhoods.

Her mother wanted to raise her
family in the Mile Square City and
Ayala recalled numerous families
who lived there, going to school,

celebrating the holidays, and
hanging out with her friends. Be-
ing Puerto Rican, she appreciated
the big Hispanic community
there.

But she is also scarred by the
memories of those years, trauma-
tized by what is arguably one of
the darkest periods in Hoboken's
modern history.

The April 30, 1982, blaze
at the Pinter Hotel, where
Ayala and her family lived,
was dubbed “HELL ON
14th ST." in a Hudson

the dispatch &

N

HELLO

l4thﬂ_§‘T.

.

“The sad part is that the
people who probably live
in Hoboken don't even
know the history of it.”

Janet Ayala
Survivor of 1982 Hoboken fire

me down.”

“After that that when 1
looked up, my apart-
ment just went up in
smoke completely.”

Her husband jumped
through the window of
the fire escape, landed
on his back, and made it
out safely. But he was
the last one. The death
toll included her moth-

COURTESY OF THE HUDSON DISPATCH

FRONT PAGE of the Hudson Dispatch’s May 1, 1982, edition. A fire at
the Pinter Hotel killed a dozen residents.

Dispatch newspaper headline the
following day.

“The fire was so intense,” re-
called Ayala in an interview with
The Jersey Journal
the bottom of the staircase to the
top. There were rugs, so the stair-
case and all the halls were con-
sumed (by fire)."

The flames soon engulfed the
door to her apartment, leaving the
kitchen window and fire escape as
the only way out. With her baby in
her arms, Ayala escaped.

“Istarted down the stairs (of the
fire escape) and I heard a woman
screaming in Spanish that she was
burning and needed help,” said
Ayala. T went to tum right back
around, and whoever was helping
usin the fire escape, they took the
baby out of my arms and forced

er, her , her
5-year-old brother,
and her 3-year-old nephew.
“This fire altered my entire life,”
1. “Everything we have
planning on all my goals
d set — were gone. Gone
amily, with my belong-
erything was gone.”

The tragedy that night was just
one in a series of spectacular fires
that consumed Hoboken between
1979 to 1982. In total, an estimat-
ed 56 people were killed and thou-
sands were displaced. Many,
Ayala, never returned to the city.

Nearly every one of those fires
were determined to be arson, and
it's believed that the fires were the
catalyst for the already rapid gen-
trification of Hoboken.

-3

ARSON FOR PROFIT
Hoboken's transformation from

JANET AYALA, interviewed on Jan. 26, is a survivor of the
arson fires which killed dozens of people in Hoboken from
1978-1982, including four of her family members. At left, Ayala
displays an image of her mother, who died in the fire at Pinter
Hotel, where her family lived.

REENA ROSE SIBAYAN JOURNAL PHOTOS

the blue-collar community to a
luxury waterfront city began dur-
ing the 1970s, when the shipping
and industrial economies of the
city began to die out. It was at that
time, local historians say, that city
leaders saw a future of luxury
high-rises that would co-exist
with million-dollar brownstones.

Everything else, save for public
housing, was expendable.

“At that point, people started
saying 'hey, you could see the best
views of lower Manhattan right
here (in Hoboken)," said Bill Bayer,
a former Hudson Dispatch pho-
tographer who raced to the scenes
of many of the fires. “That's when
money and real estate started
coming into play in a community
with deep pockets of poverty.”

The carrot on the stick for out-
siders included turning public
funds into subsidies for low-inter-
est mortgages for brownstone
purchases, using federal money to
rehabilitate buildings, and a pub-
lic relations campaign to lure
young, urban professionals, aka
“yuppies,” to the city.

The intensity of the changes in
Hoboken continued into the
1980s, with the deregulation of the
banking industry leading to an in-
crease in financial sector employ-
ment. The “yuppy” population

NJPA
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I BLACK HISTORY MONTH

ORNER OF HISTORY

Looking back on Frederick
Douglass’ rousing 1888
speech in Jersey City

Editor’s note: This is the first article
in “Passages” a special Jersey
Journal series that seeks to piece
together fragments and faces from
Jersey City's rich Black cultural and
architectural heritage.

know this comer.

I know it well. Many an
early moming and after-
noon, I have charted the
intersectional graph of Ber-

gen and Fairmount avenues —
the epicentrum of Jersey (
McGinley Square commercial
district — on my way to or from
work or on a regular architec-
ture-analyzing
walk through
the adjacent
Victorian-era
West Bergen
neighborhood.

Familiar lega-
cy businesses —
Lee Sims Choc-
John olates, Hudson
Gomez Florist, Lucky

,  Farmer Market,
Legends &  y schoenberg
Landmarks pawnbrokers —
S— GTC, 35 always,

magnetically

active, and the narrow sidewalks
of Bergen Avenue buzz with con-
stant foot traffic.

But I find myself pausing this
day, specifically at the southeast
corner where a four-story tene-
ment storefront building has
stood since 1902 on a long mu-
nicipal lot, upon which, previous
to that now-distant year, only a
primitive wooden structure had
existed. The early-20th-century
building, with its long-missing
ornamental cornice and

stuccoed ground floor, appears
vacant on every level, which
adds to the remoteness and soli-
tude of the spot.

isit, | wonder, that an al-
ible location could be,
at its spiritual core, a luminist
page in the cultural chronicles of
local Black history?

DOUGLASS ELECTRIFIED

Standing at the curving cusp of
the sidewalk, I size up the archi-
tectural sight a few moments
more, then begin, with a sense of
astonishment, the process of op-
tically dismantling the actual
building before me so as to raise,
from municipal dust, the ancient
image of the earlier wooden
structure where, in 1888, the
famed abolitionist and orator
Frederick Douglass, who had es-
caped enslavement a half-centu-
1y earlier, spoke before a stand-
ing-room-only Jersey City
crowd.

Amid the commotion of Ber-
gen Avenue, my mind lifts this
small edifice from the lot's foun-
dation. It rises, slowly reassem-
bling itself, yellow pine board
and plank after yellow pine
board and plank, along the slen-
der Fairmount Avenue lane. A
single-story, 36-foot-wide,
72-foot-long meeting space —a
“temporary” building built in
less than two weeks by the Fifth
District Republican League and
prompted by the November
elections of that year — appears
in a geyser of ground dirt and
lumber dust dropping to the
blacktop pavement, with parti-
cles sizzling as they scatter.

The hall becomes fully

'FREDERICK DOUGLASS

manifested in my architectural
mind, pristine and reeking of
freshly sawed wood. Bunting,

s and signs — Benjami
Harrison for the Republican Par-
ty, Grover Cleveland for the
Democrats — are strung over
dapboarded walls and the main
double doors facing Fairmount.
Itis an evening in late October.
Cast-iron streetlamps — some
still powered by gas and others
lit with whale oil despite the ad-
vancement of electrified poles —
are being turned on by the city's
crews of lamp lighters. Horse-
steered commuter cars, coaches,
and omnibuses clop atop cut-
stone streets and brownstone-
channeled alleys, their longitudi-
nal cacophony merging with the
conversations and chants of the

REENA ROSE SIBAYAN JOURNAL PHOTD

THE BUILDING at the southeast comer of Bergen and Fairmount avenues
in Jersey City. Frederick Douglass appeared in a pop-up structure on the
site in 1888. At the time it was an empty lot.

—~Fred Douglasy, the great orator of anti-
slavery days, the friend of Lincoln and Grant,
will certainly speak in the ¥ifth Disuier

Wigwam this evoning, Ho was
from appearivg last night by a p
meart, but he will te thero sure to-night.

prevented
r engoge-

THE EVENING JOURNAL, Oct. 30, 1888: A newspaper posting about

the scheduled appearance of Douglass at the newly erected wooden
“wigwam® assembly hall at the southeast Intersection of Bergen and
Fairmount avenues. Political district meeting spaces in that period were
often embossed with this derogatory term. — John Gomez, M.S. Historic

Preservation, Columbia University

scheduled political event’s clam-
oring crowds.

The Jersey City of 1888 is just
becoming the modern city —
hence the runaway efflorescence
of mammoth passenger railroad
and ferry terminals, steel-rein-
forced “skyscrapers,” sprawling
factory campuses, church spires
four to a neighborhood — and
shedding its 19th-century skin.
Post-Civil War urban-centric
building sprees, immigration-fu-
eled population surges, and the
emergence of political

machineries are convexing and
adding to the city's magnetism.
A giant of an American like Fred-
erick Douglass would want to
stump at this cultural crossroads
and connect with influential citi-
zens and vast urban voting blocs
with the hope that changes ben-
eficial to the civil and human
rights of the country’s long-per-
secuted Black and Indigenous
peoples, as well as support for
women's suffrage movements,
would be won. Having him ac-
cept an invitation to preach and

NJPA
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P i di
s Usman (a pseud-
onym) was describing
his harrowing 10-
week journey from
,Ghana through 10
countries to get to the US.,
Mama Jill was kindly asking the
Spanish-speaking children run-
ning around the living room to
calm down en espanol. It worked
for a few minutes. A Guatemalan
mother brought me some tea
and a snack from the kitchen.

It felt like being in a home
where there is a lot of love
shared by grateful people.

This is the Lighthouse in
Union City nun, indirectly, by the
Newark diocese of the Episcopal
Church. It's the brainchild of

Mama Jill,

ak.a. the Rev.
Deacon Jill Sin-
o gleton, the
Lighthouse's
founder and
dun tor.
w t the Light-

house, we wel-
Rev. come our

Alexander  brothersand
M. Santora  sisters from

around the

Faith world who

Matters have been

— forced to flee
their countries

due to persecution and violence
of all sorts,” said Singleton, a
Hoboken resident who stepped
down last year as the head of All
Saints Episcopal Day School. For
a petite woman, she is a dyna-
mo. She cares for the 15 resi-
dents as if they are her own.

And it was not different for Us-
man, 29, who arrived the night
before | met him after flying in
from California. His cousin had
just left the Lighthouse after 15
months and so he was able to
provide Usman with an address
for immigration services to give
him a date for his asylum hear-
ing. The Lighthouse paid his
airfare.

Usman became active with
other young adults in Ghana to
Protest corrupt government ac-
tivities and jailed three times
for several days each. The first
time he was tortured by

LIGHTHOUSE FOUNDER and director the Rev. Deacon Jal Smgjel(;n and soual wmkev
Jacob Pirogovsky pose cutside the home for migrants seeking asylum in the United States.

“roasting" his lower leg over an
open flame so that when re-
leased he needed plastic surgery
by grafting flesh from his thigh.
He rolled up his pants and lifted
his leg to show me.

The third time his family was
threatened and he showed up
where he was told 1o report only
1o be blindfolded and driven to
an unknown location. He was so
sick he could not eat. Good
thing. Two days later a cat wan-
dered in, ate the food and be-
came paralyzed. He was able to
escape.

Determined to flee the coun-
try, he brought his family to a
neighboring country and took
the $5,000 American dollars he
had saved by farming and selling
used electronics. He traveled
through several African coun-
tries before stowing away on a
freighter with his own life raft to
land on shore in South America.
He then walked, took buses, tax-
is and occasionally waded or
took speedboats through Central
America, Mexico and into the
USS. through San Diego. Though
he entered unofficially, he then
presented himself to immigra-
tion authorities and asked for
asylum.

HOW YOU CAN HELP ...

& Incamation in Jersey City.

A "significant challenge,” Sin-
gleton said, “is getting people to
understand that asylum seeker
are here in this country legally

The Lighthouse only houses
people who are here legally.

Singleton enumerated the oth-
er challenges. It can take months
or years for asylum seekers to
obtain working papers, so find-
ing sustaining work is difficult
and that’s what Usman and
many others simply want. In ad-
dition, it's hard to find legal sup-
port that is pro- or low-bono.
And there is little affordable
housing in this area. Even with
work, salary cannot cover rent
alone.

The migrant crisis has been
poisoned so that "many Ameri-
cans do not understand the se-
verity of their (the migrants’)

conomic and social vulnerabili-
ty,” Singleton said.

Forexample, Juanita and Jose

Donations to help the Lighthouse and s mission
can be made by going to St. Paul's Church |n
Bergen, stpaulsic.org, the online gning page

the website for the Epsscopal Church of St. Paul

have been here

for nine months;
their son, Juan, was bom here.
They had no work in Colombia
and simply wanted a better life.
The tipping point was when a
gang attacked Jose to steal his
motorcycle and he wasina
coma for three days. He eventu-
ally lost hearing in one ear. He
lost a job he had in our area be-
cause he could not keep up with
all the restaurant orders.

"At the Lighthouse, we are able
to provide hospitality and a
space for much-needed healing.
an active acknowledgement that
God did not intend for borders
to be created between his peo-
ple,” Singleton said.

But they need help with
monthly financial sponsorship
of a migrant or family, possible
paid work for them and space for
people to rent affordably. Single-
ton and a social worker are both
part-time. They also provide
English instruction, access to

REENA ROSE SIBAYAN 10URNAL PROTO

BURNS ON the body of Usman (not his real name),
an asylee at the Lighthouse in Union City who was
tortured in Ghana.

laptops, financial literacy vdm'a
tion, technology assis
cial programs and cultural field
trips, she said.

have housed more than
110 asylum-seekers from 30 dif-
ferent countries since they start-
ed the Lighthouse in Jersey City
back in2017.

Singleton oversees one big,
relatively happy family and cele-
brates Christmas, birthdays and
other special holidays. She re-
called celebrating a child’s 10th
birthday when he gushed, “This
is the best life; 1 have
never had a birthday party
before.”

Mama Jill provides the mi-
grants with the love they have
heard about the U.S. and also as
a Christian.

The Rev. Alexander Santora is the

pastor of Our Lady of Grace and St.
Joseph, 400 Willow Ave., Hoboken,
NJ 07030. Email: padrealex@yahaa.
com; Twitter: @padrehoboken.

NJPA



2023

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Joshua Rosario

osario Portfolio

JERS

Fast-growing JC
charter schools
not necessarily
at odds with

traditional ones

BY JOSHUA ROSARIO
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Geannina Murrieta remembers
the musty scent of mildew filling
the air of Jersey City's School 22,
the sight of broken chairs, aged
classrooms and buckets strategi-
cally placed across the auditorium
floor to catch rainwater leaking
from the roof.

When she arrived at Empower-
ment Academy charter school
in the city 1.6 miles away — the
building was old, butit looked well
kept with freshly painted class-
rooms, a clean smell and freshly
buffed floors.

“It is pretty sad when your son
comes home from schooland says
‘Oh yeah! We had to move to an-
other classroom and our roof was

ing,"” said Murrieta, whose
year old. “I am like "That
isius't normal to you, that is not
OK'

“There was no budgeting, no
nothing that I felt was put into the
school system, especially in my
are;
Facilities were one of the rea-
sons some parents told The Jersey
Journal they decided to move their
kids from public schools to charter
schools. Of the roughly 33,000
public school students in Jersey
City, 20% attend charter schools.

3,00
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KIDS ARE picked up from Empowerment Academy Charter School at 240 Ege Ave. In Jersey City at dismissal on Friday.

Gloria Bonilla Hernandez's School 27, wasn't getting the extra
13-year-old son, who started at  attention he needed due to his di-
agnoses of de-

MUSIC/MOVEMENT TEACHER Meera Jaffrey and her class sing the “Algonquin Water
Song” in her class at the Learning Community Charter School in 2021.

pression and
oppositional
dl‘ll;alll disor-
der. Communi-
cation with the
school became
a big issue for
her, she said.
“They are
more attentive
to the student,
they are more
attentive to lis-
tening,” Her-
nandez said of
powerment
Academy,
where her son
now attends.
“After every-
thing 1 dealt
with at the pub-
lic school, 1 feel
like when the

teacher wants to help and every-
one in the school wants to help,
everybody wants to help, so every-
one is invested in the student’s
education. He is not treated like a
number or just another kid.

As charter schools have in-
creased in size, public school of-
ficials don't look at them as com-
petition. In Jersey City, charter
schools are seen as a solution to
overcrowding in an ever-growing
city

“mpowerment Academy and
BelovED Community Charter
school will expand after being ap-
proved by the Jersey City Planning

Board to build a six-acre charter
school campus for 2,000 students.
The campus will include state-of-
the-art high schools for each
school, as well as a new middle
school and elementary school.

With the feel of a private school,
charter schools are tuition-free
public schools, often operated by
nonprofit organizations. They are
open to all students, and if more
students apply than there are
seats, students are accepted by
lottery.

While they are funded by state
and local taxes, charter schools
have a little more flexibility in

“There are some parts of the country where charter
schools have been very helpful for school districts
because often the cost of creating additional school
buildings is higher for a district than a charter.”

Montclar Unnversity ac

Katrina Bulkley

ting dean of college of education and human services
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I IN THEIR OPINION

Hudson County Sheriff’s K-9 unit has a starstuck fan

he Hudson County

Sheriff's Office gets

about 2,500 calls a

week for help — from

county buildings, local
municipalities, other counties,
state police, federal agencies
and, of course, from citizens in
any sort of danger.

They answer those calls by de-

loying some combination of
300 sworn officers, one mental
health worker, a 30-officer SWAT
team, two Bloodhounds, four
German Shepherds, and three
Belgian Malinois.
During recent
» visits to Sheriff
Frank Schillari's
office on the
ground floor of
the county ad-
ministration
building, I met
- three dogs and
talked with their
Joan handlers. While
Qulgley doing that, I was
s intensely sniffed
by a Blood-
hound named Hope, nuzzled by
a ferocious-looking Shepherd
named Tyson, and amazed by
the tenacity of a Malinois named
Bill.

Capt. Luigi DeCecco explained
they are members of the K-9
unit, all highly trained and al-
most always busy. Each morning
the dogs routinely sweep county
offices and schools, then goon
standby for that day's
emergencies.

The dogs can sniff out bombs,
drugs, and weapons, and the

Q
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Bloodhounds are especially
good at locating people. If
they’re seeking a lost child with
autism or an elderly wanderer
with Alzheimer's, they usually
work only with their handlers.
But if they're searching for a fu-
gitive, they're usually accompa-
nied by either a Shepherd or a
Malinois trained to take down a
fleeing suspect.

The dogs live with their han-
dlers, who assured me they are
responsible pets at home. But
when the animals see the officers
donning their uniforms, they
know it’s time to work and play.

DeCecco said when the dogs
are working, they think they're
playing.

“It's all a game to them," he
said, “and they love it because
when they succeed at doing
what they're expected to do, they
get a reward. That's why they do

it.

Each dog is partially trained
when the Sheriff's Office ac-
quires them at less than a year
old, but then each dog is as-
signed to an officer who partici-
pates with it in much more in-
tensive training. Each must leam
to “read” the other and work in
coordination.

Few police forces in New Jer-
sey have K-9 units and others
have only a few dogs, so Hudson
is frequently called to assist else-
where. At home they also partici-
pate in major events, like in sta-
diums, at concerts and in other
large outdoor gatherings.

During one visit | watched a
Malinois practicing his skill. An
officer put on a special arm pad
and invited the animal to attack.
The 75-pound dog leaped into
the air, sunk his teeth into the
arm pad, and wouldn't let go

DETECTIVE JACK CALDERONE/HUDSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE PHOTOS
SHERIFF'S OFFICER JEFFREY NEILAN demonstrates some of a K-9's skills. The office has nine K-9s trained to do various tasks like sniffing out danger,
finding lost people and subduing a suspect.

even when his handler spun
around, swinging him side to
side.

Yes, the officers are sometimes

bitten, DeCecco said, and they're

often bruised, but it’s all part of
the job.

Sometimes the mere sight of a
dog persuades a suspect to sur-
render, the captain said. When
that doesn’t happen, “Well, the
dogs do what they're trained to
do.”

Asked whether the Blood-
hounds are likely to lose a scent
if a person wades or swims
through water, DeCecco said
that doesn't happen. The scent
floats on top of the water and ac-
tually makes it easier for dogs to
follow.

So the dogs will probably be
useful in a new program Schillari
is developing, a Swift Water Res-
cue Team, made necessary by

increasing numbers of sudden
floods, especially in a county
with rivers on both sides.

Seventeen officers have been
assigned to the team, all good
swimmers, and they are now
training to become even better
SWimmers.

They will have boats and other
rescue equipment to assist peo-
ple stranded in their cars or
homes during high water. They
won't be divers but will practice
working with State Police water
rescue teams to work in deep
water, as well.

When I was a kid, I loved Lass-
ie movies, so when I met the
K-9s, I was just another star-
struck fan.

A former assemblywoman from
Jersey City, Joan Quigley is the
president and CEO of North Hudson
Community Action Corp.
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JULIET STEVENSON, left, as Dr. Wolff and Juliet Garricks as

JOHN MACKAY as “Father” in “The Doctor.” Charie.

—— ==
STEVENSON AND MELINDA TUCKER as Sami.

Play nails it: The doctor isn't always right

n route to seeing the
play “The Doctor” at
the New York Armory
on the Upper East Side,
I passed the massive $
Vincent Ferrer Catholic parish
on Lexington Avenue. It was sur-
real to encounter no fewer than
six Dominican friars — including
one smoking a cigarette — in
their medieval white habits mill-
ing amid modern-day Manhat-
tanites on after-dinner strolls.
Little did I know that sight
foreshadowed the c

t.

pla > i
pncsl would
drive the

- storyline.
v As “The Doc-
tor” begins, Dr.
Ruth Wolff, a
v neurosurgeon
layed by Juliet
Rev. Stevenson,

Alexander  comestothe

M. Santora edge of the
g massive stage

Faith to introduce
Matters herself and,
— bam, the audi-

ence sees the
powerful pmmfnmsl of this
show loosely adapted from an
early 20th-century play. Wolff is
a force of nature barking — no,
yelling — at her colleagues at the
Elizabeth Institute hospital.

As chair of the board, sheis al-
most single-handedly the reason
for this hospital's success. She is
addressed as “Professor” but
also referred to derisively as

BB." An intern inquires what
this means and she's told, “Big
Bad,” as in Wolff.

Yet another character, a young
trans woman named Sami
(Matilda Tucker), visits Wolff at
her home and raises the pros-
pect that Wolff could be a witch.
These scenes intersperse
throughout are the most hu-
manizing of the play: You see
Wolff's almost matemal side. At
one point, Sami calls her “mom”
and Wolff recoils from the
tenderness.

But there's little tender in the
way Wolff carries out her duties,
and it's evident that this s the
Iu‘an of the 14-year-old
odd} ndmiucd to this
Sizheimer's hospital in critical
condition after trying an at-
home abortion while her parents
are vacationing. A Catholic priest
(John Mackay) shows up at the
request of her parents to anoint
their daughter or, as the hospital
still clings to using an old-fash-
ioned term, for “Last Rites.” Now
my blood pressure is rising as

JUUE‘ISTEVENSON stars as Dr. Rum Wolff in “The Doctor” at the Park
Avenue Armory in New York through Aug. 19.

the priest is rebuffed by Wolff,
resurrecting some recent per-
sonal experiences I and other
priests have had trying to minis-
ter in some local hospitals.

Iwould have said and done ev-
erything the priest did in an ef-
fort to convince Wolff to let him
see the patient. Wolff knows the
patient may not survive but de-
dines him admittance because
she claims the girl did not re-
quest his presence.

Wolffis loath to admit and
asks out loud, “Does the healing
profession need a profession of
religious faith

We learn the girl is wearing a
cross chain around her neck, but
that means nothing to Wolff,
who will not be moved, until the
priest and Wolf come to blows -
though it's more imagined than
seen in the play.

The first 90 minutes of this
too-long play is what can be
called damage control. A

IFYOU GO ...

The North American premiere of “The Doctor,” directed by Robert
Icke and adapted from Arthur Schnitzler's “Professor Bernhardi,”
continues through Aug. 19 at the Park Avenue Armory, 643 Park
Ave. (at 67th Street), New York. Performances are Mo: Thursday
at 7 p.m.; Friday at 8 p.m.; and Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m. For
information, call 212-616-3930, email info@armoryonpark.org or go

to armoryonpark.org.

medical team of doctors who are
of mixed feelings about Wolff's
style begins to dissect why she
rebuffed the priest.

One doctor says, the can-
dle versus electricity,” alluding
to the classic debate between
spiritualty and science.

An online petition begins
slowly but becomes massive by
the fifth day covered in the first
act. But in the course of the dis-
cussion including the hospital's
pr person, different layers of
conflict are raised.

Does Wolff's Jewish faith —
she claims she is cultural —
come into play? One doctor asks
sarcastically, “Do Christian
tients need Christian doctors?
And we are dragged into con-
temporary identity politics play-
ing out in social media and cable
news minute by minute. Wolff
may also be a lesbian in a rela-
tionship with Charlie (Juliet Gar-
ricks) whose stage presence has
little definition.

A disturbing thread of the play
is that some of the characters do
not seem to be who they are. The
Father, who also doubles as the
girl's father, is clearly white but
then revealed as being “Black.”
So, is this a racial issue? And the

1t

one doctor who stands up to
Wolff, Dr. Hardiman (Naomi
Wirthner) is referred to as “he.”
It confuses the story, which de-
clines after the intermission.
Wolff appears on a British TV
show grilled by critics as her ac-
tions have become a national
scandal. It was hokey.

1 would have ended with the
dialogue between Wolff and the
priest, which soon follows. They
find common ground: contempt
for those who call out bad be-
havior via social media.

“Jesus didn't live in the digital
age,” the priest says, and Wolff
responds, “We crucify them dif-
ferently now."

The two reveal their personal
motivations without surrender-
ing their individual dignities.

The power of this play is see-
ing Wolff's dedication to her
craft as a doctor cause her de-
mise. It's sad to watch but Ste-
venson does it superbly and you
feel for her as she just hides be-
hind her white coat.

The Rev. Alexander Santora is the
pastor of Our Lady of Grace and St.
Joseph, 400 Willow Ave., Hoboken,
NJ 07030. Email: padrealex@yahoo.
com; Twitter: @padrehoboken.
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Jersey Gity
the making

BY TERI WEST
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The room feels immense and
sacred already, and it isn't even
complete.

Scaffolding supports the dome
two stories overhead. Flimsy or-
ange fencing is fastened where
glass walls are yet to be installed
around the balcony where women
will come to pr:

Dr. Arshad Chatha and Syed Ab-
basi stand inside the mosque in
progress — a moment 40 years in
the making — dwarfed by the
scale of the space that will soon
host thousands on the holiest days
in Islam.

They speak humbly, Chatha
more subdued and Syed more an-
imated, about the achievement: a
house of worship built from the
ground up in the Pakistani Mus-
lim community that they helped
found and nourish in Jersey City
for four decades. A community
that for years prayed in a convert-
ed Chinese restaurant and bar
now has a three-story mosque
with a green dome glinting in the
sun on that very site.

“I think that is to have a com-
munity’s dream come true,” Cha-
tha said.

The new building on Montgom-
ery Street is now the third in Hud-
son County that was specifically

JERSEY CITY held a flag-raising ceremony to celebrate the 76th
anniversary of the Independence of Pakistan on Aug. 15 at City Hall.

REENA ROSE SIBAYAN

=
- ——— ——— |
MOSQUE UNDER CONSTRUCTION at 530 Montgomery St in Jersey
City, as seen earlier this month. At left, the large prayer room in the new
mosque with the dome overhead.
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With key players healthy again, Secaucus
& St. Dominic are enjoying big seasons

Jason Bernstein

Bernstein Portfolio

BY JASON BERNSTEIN
FOR THE JERSEY JOURNAL

A quick glance at the bulky brace
on Daniela Peschetti’s right knee, the
scar running down Mia Cruz’s left
knee or the stabilizers on both of Mad-
die Branigan’s ankles may serve as a re-
minder of what they missed a season ago.
But neither they, nor their teams, need to
be reminded of what they lost.
"It was very difficult to sit there and
watch my team play,” said Peschetti, who
is back as Secaucus' starting point guard
after missing her entire junior season with
atom ACL. “But L had to be there and sup-
port my team throughout, push them as a
leader, and just support them the whole
way."
With the Hudson County Tournament
heating up and the state tournament looming
in less than two weeks, all three players are

SECAUCUS’ thankful to be back on the court. And with their
DANIELA teams back whaole again, they all have visions of
PESCHETTI deep postseason runs.

Secaucus enters today's Hudson County Tour-
nament quarterfinal against St. Dominic with a 22-1
record and Is a strong contender to win its league,
county and state section tournaments thanks in large
part to Peschetti and Cruz (also a torn ACL), back as
starting guards.

& St. Dominic (15-9) has aln
ames than a season ago with Branigan, its leading
post presence, back after a pair of severe ankle injuries.

“It was horrible. [ would be at the games and we were
losing,” Branigan said. "1 don't think we won our first game
until halfway through the season and I wasn't used to that.”

The Blue Devils won 18 games in Branigan's freshman year
and were 7-4 in 2021 before a kneecap injury sidelined her for
the last few games of the Covid-shortened season. So hopes
were high going Into last season, but that optimism was
dashed when, in the second preseason practice, Branigan
came down on a layup and “heard everything crunch,” in her
right ankle.

Diagnosed with a Grade 3 sprain of the ankle, Branigan was
set to be sidelined for two months. However, late in the rehab,

Branigan suffered the same injury to her left ankle, this time

ady won nine

REENA ROSE SIBAYAN
ST. DOMINIC'S Maddie Branigan looks for an open tea
during a game in Secaucus on Jan. 26.

a Grade 2 sprain that sidelined her for the rest of the winter
as well as the spring AAU season.

“I think alot of self-doubt creeps in and you wonder if you're
really meant to play basketball,” St. Dominic coach John Hes-
ter said. “So you have to remember where you were before all
of this stuff happened.

“When she isn't available it lets the air out of the balloon
because she is so valuable and the kids look up to her.”

While there was a hope that Branigan could recover in time,
there was no such thought in Secaucus when Peschetti and
Cruz each went down roughly a week apart with their injuries
late in the 2021 soccer season. A grueling, eight-month rehab
awaited both of them. But if there was one silver lining to the
situation, it was that they could push each other through the
hard times.

“It was very disappointing to see my best friend go through
it as well, but it definitely helped the journey,” said Peschetti.
*Me and Mia worked together, we worked out, we went to the
field, we made sure we were staying in shape together. It was
much easier knowing that my best friend was going through
the same thing as me.”

Without their projected starting backcourt, the Patriots’
talented underclassmen rose to the moment, going 20-6 last
season and reaching the North 2, Group 1 final with Peschetti
and Cruz serving as unofficial assistant coaches.
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School also hopes land sales will fill gap

BY JOSHUA ROSARIO
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

The financially-stressed New
Jersey City University is still bank-
ing on state support and the sale
of assets to climb out of its
multimillion-dollar hole before
the end of the school year.

The school projects to end the
2022-23 school year with a nearly
$11 million deficif

After declaring a financial emer-
gency in June, the university insti-
tuted a series of austerity mea-
sures to eliminate a $22 million
deficit, including the elimination
of academic and sports programs,
managerial positions, teachers
and student jobs, as well as a
crackdown on school credit card
spending and catered events.

The belt-tightening trimmed
the deficit and in September the
board approved a $148.1 million
budget that was underfunded by
$12.67 million. Atits first board of
trustees meeting of 2023 Tuesday,
university officials projected the
university will still have a $10.94
million deficit at the end of the fis-
cal year June 30.

Declining student enrollment,
failed investments in real estate

expansion, the cost of expanding
its sports programs and dedining
state aid have been blamed for the
school’s financial crisis.

“We are making progress and
we are going in the right direc-
tion,” NJCU Chief Financial Offi-
cer Ben Durant said at Tuesday's
meeting. “Between now and the
end of the fiscal year we are not
going to eliminate the remaining
$10.9 million deficit.

“However, we are relying on
support from the state, we are rely-
ing on the potential sale of assets;
and we are relying on you to be
very frugal with your expenses and
be very creative in how you're
managing your budgets and we are
going to tum this thing around.”

Durant said the school will have
$8,087,055 in total cash and
short-term investments, or just

slightly more than 21 days of cash
on hand, by the end of the year.
While i tter than the S5 mil-
lion originally projected, he said
“that is still a very low amount.”

“Ideally, we should have about
$16 million that would roughly
give us 30 days cash on hand,
h would be in compliance
with some of our bond cove-
nants," Durant said.

Organizations try to maintain at
least 90 days of cash on hand to
support their operations.

In September, the school hired
the commercial real estate firm
CBRE to market two parcels of
land at its West Side campus, the
university’s largest expansion
project.

“We have land we own in the
west campus area and other parts
of the city and we are looking at

monetizing some of

“What we need to fill the hole is  those leases and possi-
the state support. Land sales, bly selling some land,”

we need that to reinvest in our

Durant told The Jersey
Journal after the meet-

campus, reinvest in our facilities, ing “But we don't spe-
reinvest in our infrastructure.” cifically know what we

are going to sell and

Ben Durant \hat we are going to

INJCU chuef financial officer

keep, but that is some-

thing we are looking at.

“What we need to fill the hole is
the state support. Land sales, we
need that to reinve:
pus, reinvest in our £
vest in our infrastructurs

The school has lobbied state
legislators for an additional $10
million in state aid and asked for
the $30 million allotted to NJCU
in last year's state budget to be ex-
pedited. Additionally, university
officials are seeking $35 million
from the state's American Rescue
Plan funds to address infrastruc-
ture needs.

According to budget numbers
shared at Tuesday’s meeting, the
university (as of December) is
projecting $128.5 million in reve-
nue and $139.4 million in expens-
es. There are currently
dergraduate students {
graduate students, but an official
tally for spring enrollment has yet
to take place, officials said.

Durant told The Jersey Journal
after Tuesday’s meeting that if as-
sets don't sell and the state
doesn’t come through with sup-
port, it will have to “absorb” the
deficit into next year's budget.

“We will have to address that
the closer we get to the end of the
year, but we are not anticipating

ending the year with $8 million in
cash," Durant said. “We are antici-
pating getting some support from
the state.”

The university has started to de-
velop its budget for 2024, and a
draft will be presented May 4.

The university began a cam-
paign Tuesday encouraging the
NJCU community to submit let-
ters to their elected representa-
tives and the governor, pleading
for additional financial support.
The campaign comes just days be-
fore Gov. Phil Murphy unveils his
state budget, which will possibly
include more funds for the school.

A spokesperson for Murphy's
office could not be reached for
comment.

“Countless elected officials and
business leaders have already af-
firmed that NJCU is indispens-
able,” Interim President Andres
Acebo said in an email to the
NJCU community. “But your
voice matters most. We've created
an online platform to make it eas-
ier for members of the NJCU com-
munity like you to share your
voices with our state legislators.”

JOSHUA ROSARIO JOUSNAL PHOTO
ANDRES ACEBO was approved as
NJCU's interim president by the
board on Tuesday.

Acebo was officially approved
Tuesday as the school’s interim
president for least two years, with
a salary of $300,000, which will be
bumped to $310,000 starting uly I,
2023, until the end of his term. He
replaced Sue Henderson, who re-
signed the same day the financial
emergency was declared in June.

Assemblyman Raj Mukherji (D-
Jersey City) and state Sen. Brian
Stack (D-Union City) have been
working to get the school more
funding.

“The legislative delegation con-
tinues to zealously advocate for a
state appropriation that would
save this critical minority-serving
institution,” Mukherji said
Wednesday. “But I have no further
update at this time.”

Stack could not be reached for
comment.
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BY JOSHUA ROSARIO
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Calling it a "nightmare” and a
morale “low point,” Jersey City
employees victimized by the
city’s new payroll system two
weeks ago are bracing for more
problems when their paychecks
are issued today.

In fact, one employee who
asked to remain anonymous,
said the paystubs *are still incor-
rect. People are missing hours.
... Overtime is all over the place.
People are missing hours of
overtime.”

Unicorn HRO, based in Flor-
ham Park, officially took over the
payroll at the start of the new
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vear, but the transition went
awry when a segment of city em-
plovees, mostly those in the pub-
lic safety departments, were ei-
ther not paid or underpaid on
Jan. &

“This whole payroll situation
has been a nightmare,” the pub-
lic safety employee said. "1 still
have to go in and verify the
amount of hours [ am supposed
to be paid for ... just based on
what [ am hearing a lot of people
are still having issues.

“But 1 still notice that mine is
still wrong, 1 just don’t know to
what capacity that it's wrong."”

City officials have not blamed
Unicorn HRO, which was award-
ed a three-year, $1.35 million

. WA
REENA ROSE SIBAYAN JOURNAL PHOTO

contract in March 2021, for the
problems. They say the city’s
payroll is complicated and noted
that the errors occurred for peo-
ple who work non-traditional
shifts, like police officers and
firefighters.

A second city employee, who
also asked to remain anony-
mous, said their paystub shows
errors in their paycheck today as
well.

Both employees who spoke
with The Jersey Journal said it
took the city at least a week after
the Jan. 6 payday before they
were paid the correct amount.

Jersey City spokeswoman Kim-
berly Wallace-Scalcione did not
respond to questions about the

accuracy of today’s paychecks.
She noted that the city just hired
a director for the payrall division
in December.

City workers get paid every
two weeks. Multiple city em-
ployees said the city’s lack of
communication over the payroll
issues compounded the
problem.

At the Jan. 9 caucus meeting,
city Business Administrator
John Metro told the council sup-
plemental checks were distrib-
uted, but "there are still some
pending issues.”

“The bigger issue with police
was we were dealing with over
25 schedules due to specialized
units and different technicali-
ties,” Metro said. “We have a
‘finger punch’ system. Then
(employees) went to a separate
assignment and punched out
somewhere else and it wasn't
recognized properly.”

Councilman Richard Boggia-
no, a former police detective,
said yesterday the city told him
every employee’s Jan. 6 pay-
check had been rectified.

While he hasn't heard about
any issues going regarding to-
day’s checks, he said the city al-
ready has the lowest starting pay
for police, who are asked “to
work nights, weekends and holi-
days. You have to take care of
them.”

City Council President Joyce
Watterman is keeping said she
hasn't heard anything about a
second round of pay discrepan-
cies, but “I really have to see (to-
day) what happens ... but they
do know the council has their

concern about the system and if
the system can't deliver what is
necessary for the employees
then we have to find a better
system.”

In a stinging email to the ad-
ministration obtained by The
Jersey Journal, another employ-
ee said they "have never seen
morale so low here.”

They pointed out the new pay-
roll system is not built for shift
workers and noted some fire-
fighters were paid for 72 hours,
not 80.

“We sacrifice weekends and
holidays with our families just to
try and make ends meet,” the
employee said. "In the past
week, | have never seen morale
50 low here.

“We are being ignored as if we
don’t exist. In the past when Uni-
corn was still in the training
phase, | brought up all these is-
sues and all [ was ever told was
that we would have to grieve any
issues and now that comes at our
expense.”

Joe Cossolini, president of the
police officers” union, said this
week's checks will be 95% accu-
rate "because of our hands-on
efforts to help the city fix the cur-
rent crisis. ... We will not rest un-
til the checks are 100% accurate
and everyone has been paid
accurately.”

He told The Jersey Journal yes-
terday that months ago the
union filed for arbitration due to
a multiplicity of payroll errors,
long before the flawed imple-
mentation of the new system.
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Arts & Entertainment

Yo La Tengo’s
latest may
be best of
the decade

BY JIM TESTA
FOR THE JERSEY JOURNAL

Yo La Tengo always had a knack
for getting to the point, and what
could possibly sum up our nation's
current state of affairs better than
the title of the long-lived trio’s new
album, “This Stupid World"?

The band's founding core, the
married murl( of Ira Kaplan and
Georgia Hubley, formed Yo La Ten-
go nearly 40 years ago ina Hoboken
that was in the process of being re-
invented — a decaying post-indus-
trial ghost town whose Bohemian
sub-culture (with the now-gone
Maxwell's at its epicenter) \\nuld
soon ignite a wave of gentri
and redevelopment that hasn’t
eased nearly }nur decades later.
Bassist James McNew came aboard
s ago, and Yo La Tengo has
since become
something of an $
mdiv-nx’kﬁi'ns(i(u- ImUSIC
tion: implacable,
unwavering and
impervious to changing styles and
trends.

Kaplan and Hubley themselves
left Hoboken after twin calamities
— Hurricane Sandyin 2012 and the
sale of Maxwell's a year later — but
Yo La Tengo still rehearses in the
Neumann Leathers building and
remains the sine qua non of what
has come to be known as “the
Hoboken sound.” Which couldn't
be more ironic, given that over
some 38 years and 17 albums, Yo La
Tengo has rarely repeated itself; the
only predictable thing about this
band is that they'll always find new
Ways o Surprise you.

In the summer of 0, in an
America locked down and terrified
of leaving home, YLT recorded and
quickly released a socially distanced
and largely improvisatory collec-
tion of beautiful but edgy tracks

dubbed “We Have

CHERYL DUNN PHOTD

A mne s ia YOLATENGO - James McNew, standing; Ira Kaplan,
Sometimes.” seated left; and Georgia Hubley — have released their

Three years later, latest masterpiece, “This Stupi

they've remem-

bered what made them legends in
the first place. This is the most elec-
trifying music that Yo La Tengo has
produced in years, and arguably the
best rock record of the still-young
decade.

Fans who cherish Yo La Tengo's
louder side will joyfully embrace
“This Stupid World,"” which begins
with Kaplan wringing metallic dis-
cord from his guitar on “Sinatra
Drive Breakdown." Hubley's moto-
rik drumming and McNew's puls-
ing bass guidc the tracl
prisingly gentle, refl
\ung‘\\hx\pvnd by Kaplan. The

“solo” that erupts m:d-mnp recalls
Sonic Youth's Thurston Moore tor-
turing the neck
of his guitar with

a screwdriver.
Yo La Tengo
has been such
ageless (or perhaps unaging) icons
for so long that it's easy to forget
Hubley and Kaplan are well into
their 60s, but “This Stupid World”
reminds us often by returning to
thoughts of mortality and the pass-

ing of time.

Ifthere's a Rosetta Stone that de-
codes “the Hoboken sound” —
from the Bongos to the Feelies to
YLT— it's the Velvet Underground,
an mﬂuuuc that permeates “To-
. e min-
utes of guitar feedback with stream-
of-consciousness lyrics (“Sure the
sun’s in my eyes, but it feels fine/
my brain’s ripped to shreds”). The
quiet, reflective ballad “Aselestine,”
Hubley vocal, follows,
again ruminating about time: “One
day walking/ walking upon leaves/
and then snow.

McNew gets a vocal turn on the

ective verse,

World."

sad, regretful “Apology Letter,” with
its heartbreaking final line, and the
album concludes \mh three noisy,

churning, Velve! clud-

ing the playful “Brain Capers,” with
Alice Cooper, Ray Davies and Rick
Moranis all whispering “still a long
way from home” into the protago-
nist's brain.

The title track delivers a truism
gleaned from the pandemic — “this
5! ‘J“d world is killing me/ this stu-
pid world is all we have” — an

“Miles Away” ends the album with
the elegy, “You feel alone/ friends
are all gone/ keep wiping the dust
from your eye:

Speaking as someone who was
there wi mn it started, no one ex-
pected Yo La Tengo would still be
around 38 years later, and certainly
no one could have anticipated an
album this good so late in a career.
These guys, they always find new
ways {0 surprise you.

“This Stupid World" is available
now from Matador Records.

CONCERT CALENDAR

On Wednesday, Garden State
Warriors, June & The Pushas, Randy
Hayes, and special guests Crazy &
The Brains will perform at Seren-
dipity Loft, 121 Newark Ave., Jersey
City. Promoted by Society Needs
Culture, Ill Repute digital magazine,
and Co-Creators, the event will also
feature food by Simple Done Pro-
ductions. Admission is $10 at the
door.

Jim Testa is on Facebook at facebook
com/Constant-Listenel Testa-On-
Hudson-Music-108591071738628.

He can also be reached at jim@
jerseybeat.com.

Special by Mulligan’s
James Mac is now
a comedy album

BY DAVID MOSCA
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

James Mac isn't just bringing com-
edy to Mulligan's, but from it as well.
He performed his comedy special,
“Whiskey and Chem Lights,” at the
Hoboken pub on Jan. 15. The special
was recorded and has now been re-
leased as an album.

“I've been looking at how comedy
was being done on Comedy Central
and Netflix and realized that I wanted
to give what I was duinr a wider JAMES MAC'S
berth,"” says Mac. “One ofthewaysto  “Whiskey and Chem
do that is by doing a comedy Lights," recorded live
special.” at Mulligan’s Pub in

Mac, who has been doing comedy Hoboken, can now be
for the past eight years, is originally seen and heard on
from Texas. The album serves asan YouTube, iTunes, and
introduction to his comedy. During  Spotify.
the special, it touches on the com-
parisons between living in New Jersey and living in the South,
as well as some of the misconceptions people have about those
from the South.

An Army veteran, some of Mac's comedy touches on PTSD
from combat experience.

“I try to inform people that PTSD is different for everyone,”
he says. “It's different than what you see portrayed on screen.
I'm just trying to get people to understand it through the com-
edyIdo.

Mac served in U.S. Army from February 1995 to June 2010.

ie has been stationed at
Fort Bragg in North Caro-
lina and Fort Benning in
Georgia, and has had tours
ofduty in Germany, South
America, Iraq, Afghanistan and Poland.

When writing for his routine, Mac usually starts with an idea
he has, whether it's a story or a funny thought. From there, he
has large Post-it notes on his wall, where the ideas evolve into
spider webs, all with topics relating to the subject they go with.

“I have a joke that pokes fun at my accent when it comes to
g('umb a date, which probably took me about five minutes to

he says. “Other jokes, like ones I make about being raised
ln\h atholic, were a bit harder for me to write.”

Another topic, which goes into stereotypes about being from
the South, is against the Confederate Flag.

“One thing people often think is that everyone from the South
loves the Confederate flag,” says Mac. “I can say that's not true.
I was raised knowing that was an enemy flag. You can show
your pride with where you're from, but that shouldn't be one
of the ways todo it.”

Comedy at Mulligan’s continues every first and third Wednes-
day of the month, but each month of the year that has a fifth
Wednesday will feature the recording of another special that
will take place by an up-and-coming comic with a half-hour set.

“Whiskey and Chem Lights" can be seen on YouTube, iTunes,
and Spotify. Mulligan’s Pub is located at 159 First St.,
Hoboken.

| comedy

NJPA
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IRON MONKEY BAR and restaurant in Jersey City.

BY TERI WEST
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

When three Jersey City siblings
began whipping up seafood in
Downtown Jersey City in 2015,
their restaurant grew so popular
that people would wait two hours
for a table, one of them recalled.

But the coronavirus struck in
2020, and business was never that
good again.

Like many restaurants that
stuck it out through COVID-19 s
months of shuttered indoor din-
ing and the inflation that fol-
lowed, the restaurant, Just Be-
claws, has struggled with fewer
customers and higher costs ever
since.

So with their 10-year lease end-
ing as 2024 arrives, the siblings
will be closing the eatery at 280
First St. for good.

News of popular restaurants
and bars closing — Jersey City’s
Just Beclaws, Iron Monkey and
Corgi Spirits are among the latest
— have circled Jersey City in the
past weeks, disappointing loyal
customers, but not surprising
members of the service industry.

Clty restauranté‘
close as industry can’t shake COVID

Restaurants
have always
been one of
the toughest
entrepreneur-
ial ventures,
but three years
after COV-
ID-19 altered
society as we
knew it, the in-
dustry re-
mains shaken,
say local res-
taurant own-
ers and insid-
ers, whittling
down an in-
dustry already
made up of

the most grit-

ty, passionate entrepreneurs to
only those willing to continue
toughing out the years’ long
storm.

“No one has money to go out
said Stephen Mclintyre,
owner of the Iron Monkey, at 99
Greene St. “It’s just like, whyam
doing this? That's what | keep say-
ing to myself every day, and |
don’t think I'm the only restau-

rant owner that thinks this way.”
Changes in customers’ habits
have been one of the most signifi-
cant lasting effects of the pan-
demic, restaurant owners say.
People simply eat out less often
now, likely because of the chal-
lenging economy and homebody
and penny-saving habits that de:
veloped during periods of quaran-
tine and have stuck, they said.

Then there are the office em-
ployees who would frequent hap-
py hour but now sometimes, or
always, work from home, Mc-
Intyre said.

And when younger adults do
choose to eat out, they target new
places each time, drawn by social
media marketing rather than loy-
alty to a favorite establishment,
said Melanie Rudin of the Jersey

REENA ROSE SSBAYAN JOURNAL PHOTOS

City Restaurant Owners
Coalition.

“The places that are spending
money to bring people there may
not be doing great food or great
dining, but they're doing great
with the marketing,” Rudin said.

The prices restaurant and bar
owners find themselves charging
customers because of rising costs
of food make eating out feel like a
more consequential decision for
customers.

“Consumers are saying, ‘You
know what, it's cheaper for me to
make it at home,"” Rudin said.

Restaurateur Tory Aunspach
was a partner in three Jersey City
establishments two years ago:
Hooked JC, JSQ Lounge and Cafe
Alyce.

Today, just the café remains,
but Aunspach describes the clo-
sures as practical decisions rather
than defeat; his goal is to have 76
more restaurants. Yes, he said 76.

“I feel like if I get halfway there,
I'm doing all right,” he said.

He closed Hooked JC a year ago,
in large part due to its seafood
shack aesthetic not matching the
typical post-COVID customer's
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Jersey City pays tribute to trans icon by
marking childhood home a historic landmark

“This will make trans
women know that they
matter."

Michael Roberson
Ballroom scholar

20U

Relaxed on a bed before a win-
dow overlooking her overgrown
Jersey City backyard, Venus Pella-
gatti Xtravaganza shared stories
of the community she had found
in New York City's underground
ballroom scene and dreams of a
glamorous future.

It was through those moments
captured in the 1990 documen-
tary “Paris is Burning” that the
world fell in love with Venus. The
transgender woman in her early
20s became an inspiration for
trans and queer individuals set-
tling into their identities and dis-
covering the ballroom culture,
and now, more than 30 years lat-
er, is considered a legend in the
underground ballroom
community

The house where she filmed in-
terviews for the documentary and
lived with her grandmother is
nestled in Jersey City’s Hamilton
Park neighborhood where the
Pellagatti family resided on mul-
tiple homes on Eighth Street
their Italian relatives on one side
of the street and the Puerto Rican
family members on the other.

More than 30 years later, the
home is in the process of being
designated a historic landmark by
the city, an intentional effort to
preserve and amplify the life of a
transgender individual in a coun-
try where states are actively strip-
ping the rights of transgender
youth and limiting LBTGQ history
taught in schools.

“Notonly for my family, but for

VENUS PELLAGATTI XTRAVAGANZA in 1986 at a bail in Brooklyn.

1l

the transgender © , the
LGBTQ community, that’s his-
toric,” said Venus' older brother
John Pellagatti Jr., who still lives
in Hudson County. "It's just a
wonderful feeling. We spent so
many years there as a family.”

Much of Venus’ legacy stems
from the tenacity and grace that
adiated in her interviews for
Paris is Burning.”

“She has particular fans,” said
“Paris is Burning” director Jennie
Livingston. “Her wit, her

gence, her beauty and her
confidence in her female identity
are by now the stuff of legend.”

Venus' depiction in “Paris is
Burning™ was a widely viewed
representation of a young, trans
woman simply living her life au-
thentically. In the three decades
since the film's release, many in
the rans community have cited
her as an inspiration because of
her relatability.

“Idon’t think there was more of
an image that had more of an

impact on me than seeing Venus
Xtravaganza sitting on that pier
smokinga cigarette,” Janet Mock,
a Hollywoed transgender activist,
told TV Guide in 2018. "You can’t
write and make up characters like
that. They're all so real about the
little humble goals that they
wanted, and I think that is what
the lasting impact of that film is.”

Though she was a figure in the
local ballroom scene — Venus
was a member of the House of
Xtravaganza — she never found

fame in her lifetime. She was
murdered at the age of 23, a fact
that is only revealed at the end of
“Paris is Buming,” a film that oth-
erwise brims with life

No one was ever arrested for
her murder.

Now, after generations have
seen Venus’ impact, members of
the New York ballroom scene and
her family are finding new ways
to honor her. In addition to the
historical landmark, there is a
documentary in the works,
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The format then was what It was elevated music, beautiful music. And uh,

WHTG Documentary: Modern Rock
Radio and the House on Hope Road

What happened on the air at WHTG, an alternative rock station based in a tiny
house in N.J., changed the sound of radio in the U.S. for decades.

_ New brewery in Farmingdale

i hopes to add a breath of fresh
LSS air to your beer drinking
experience
ENTERTAINMENT

We're always working to improve
your experience. Let us know what
you think.
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Men sentenced for Neptune
double murder
NEWS

Father of murdered son, talks
about his son's death and gang
violence on the West side of
Asbury Park

NEWS

J Resident from the west side of
Asbury Park talks about the fear
_of living amongst gang violence
NEWS

Thomas Costello

Defendant was to leave the victim's home, which the defendar'n,

) - ALk ; N b

We're always working to improve
your experience. Let us know what

Wine chiller killer sentenced in wife's o think:
murder in Brick

N eW S th at S h a p e d O u r WO rI d A State Superior Court Judge in Ocean County sentences Mayra Gavilanez-Alectus AT B

for the murder of her wife, Rebecca Gavilanez-Alectus.

Thomas P. Costello Thomas P. Costello, Asbury Park Press
Published 10:40 p.m. ET Jan. 12, 2023
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Transgender Students: How
Controversy Over NJ School
Policy is Taking a Toll
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Transgender students: How controversy over NJ
school policy is taking a toll

They say rollback of transgender student protections makes schools less safe and
welcoming

October 31, 2023 | Hannah Gross, Education and Child Welfare Writer

In January, Jay'la Cooper was struggling to see during math class in her junior year at Neptune High
School. She left class to go to the nurse, hoping to receive help with her vision so she could pass the

class.

When the nurse picked up the phone to call Cooper's home, Cooper says she misread the school
paperwork and referred to Cooper as Jay'la, the name she was using at school but not at home.

Cooper, who is transgender, was out at school but not to her family.
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Michael Sol Warren, Climate change has caused the ocean

Courtney Baynes off New Jersey to warm 2.6 degrees

on average since the early ‘80s.
James Kraft J y

Clam Fishing is Big Money in
NJ; Climate Change is
Threatening the Industry’s
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Hope’; A Community is United in
Grief; Hollywood has
Stereotyped Arabs for Decades
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Jim Beckerman

Immersive ‘Great Gatsby’ Review;

Why are Moviegoers so Excited?;

‘The Last of Us:’ Another Reason
We Loved Ep’s 3 Story



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Government
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Kristie Cattafi

Cataffi Portfolio



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column

SECOND PLACE
Mike Kelly | \ | | PA

Kelly Columns



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Column
SECOND PLACE

Darren Cooper

Athlete’s Story Proves Loving
Someone with Autism Worth
Heartache; McGill Scholarship
Winner Has Spirit; B.C. Football
Coach Embraces What’s Hard




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment

SECOND PLACE
Ed Forbes | \ | | PA

Public Transparency



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service

SECOND PLACE

Hazards Next Door



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

- New documentary follows the
BQSt Vldeo volunteers who shield patients from
. anti-abortion protesters
Po rtfo I I o 2-minute read

SECOND PLACE

Anne-Marie Caruso

Caruso Portfolio

DREW

3 Clinic Escort, Cherry Hill

) < I3

No One Walks Alone: Clinic escorts shield patients from taunts of anti-abortion
protesters



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Web
Project

SECOND PLACE

Hazards Next Door



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
FIRST PLACE

Kara VanDooijeweert

We Got Into 17-course Sushi

Dinner; North Jersey’s Top 10

Restaurants; Fiorentini Brings
Sophisticated Tasting Menu



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Year
Journalist

FIRST PLACE
Amanda Wallace | \ | | PA

Wallace Portfolio



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

The Record | wEONESOAY. MARCHE, 2033 | 1

PROFESSIONAL
‘-Q\ INSTALLATION
INCLUDED

Call today for your FREE
in-home quote!

(201) 957-7073

Best Headlines
FIRST PLACE

Scott Muller

Driving mad

Cars brought the moat corsumer
complmnts in New Jecsey lust yoar. 6L

Bus firms’
manager
admits
using risky
drivers

Pleads guilty in state's
ongoing Paterson cases

- e
1R B
Haledon residents are complaming abost noise coming from the Brasn Stome Co. quarry. Some loagtime homecwsers ay
the blasting sousds are worse than ever. The borough and liraen have agreed that the business will instal seamographs
2t cortain neactry locations to messure the mageitude of the blasts.

Defusing the situation
D efu SI n g th e S Itu atl O n ; D et al IS Haledon qu.lrr\ to use--lext.uAIchNS torhel;.) warr.l'neighbors of blasts

are Hazy; Point of Snow Return

See PLEA, Page 3L

Suspect joins
o e e bl o e + | three others

e i : charged in

oo Hackensack
man’s death

Micholss Katzban
Ses QUARRY, Page 4L n oy sire

Ancthee said s blast scended like

“a boulder came theough my bouss.”
A third spest 580,000 £o repair cracks
to the fcundation of her howe and
rapected that the damage was

wpent S

that




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Daniel Munoz

How Tipping Culture is
Changing; After Menendez,
Answers to Your Gold

Questions; Is $500k the New
2NN D



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column

FIRST PLACE
Jim Beckerman | \ | | PA

Beckerman Columns



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE
Megan Burrow | \ | | PA

Burrow Portfolio



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Web
Project
FIRST PLACE

Tariq Zehawi,
Scott Fallon

The Passaic: A River
Of Contradictions




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Online
Breaking News

FIRST PLACE

Severe Flooding in North Jersey



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

nort hjersey.com Our first North Jersey Student of the Week poll resu

News | Bergen Passaic Sports HSSports Advertise Obituaries eNewspaper Legals Q
. Documentary: Ending the stigmain
BGSt VldeO the Black community surrounding

FI RST PLACE mental health

Jamesetta Miller Walker and Anne-Marie Caruso USA TODAY NETWORK
Published 4:31 a.m. ET Dec. 27, 2023 | Updated 4:31 a.m. ET Dec. 27, 2023

0O X = »

Anne-Marie Caruso

Ending the Stigma

> ux 0:33 | 13:21

Documentary: Ending the Stigma, Mental health in the Black community

Mental health and suicide prevention in the Black community are explored in the new NorthJersey.com documentary,
"Ending the Stigma.”
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PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

The Star-Ledger



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Steve Politi

Hahn Wouldn’t Let Bullies Keep
Her From Making History; Teen
Could Become Youngest Cup
Player in History; 415-27!

415-2?! A dominant Newark HS football team is
chasing history and changing lives

Updated: Jan. 15, 2024, 9:52 a.m. | Published: Oct. 19, 2023, 7:05 a.m.




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Column
THIRD PLACE

Bob Klapisch

Why Judge and Friends Sing
God Bless America; Volpe’s
Remarkable Journey; Davey

Johnson Weighs in on MLB
NDNHN

Why Yankees’ Aaron Judge and friends sing God
Bless America, today and every day | Klapisch

Updated: Jul. 09, 2023, 12:26 p.m. | Published: Jul. 04, 2023, 6:31 a.m.




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

S ports ertl ng Where did Eagles’ Howie Roseman — the NFL'’s
Portfolio cockiest GM — get his fearlessness? Why, New
Jersey, of course

I H I R D I LAC E Updated: Feb. 10, 2023, 8:20 a.m. I Published: Feb. 10, 2023, 7:30 a.m.

Darrly Slater

Where Did Roseman Get His
Fearlessness?; How Williams
Unloaded Haunting Past; Who
Does Thibodeaux Think He Is?




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
THIRD PLACE

Jeremy Schneider

New Restaurant is ltalian-Japanese
Sensation; Chef Just Opened New
Restaurant; Best New Burger
Challenging Local Legends

N.].’s hottest new restaurant is an Italian-
Japanese sensation. Carbonara ramen, anyone?
Review

Updated: Apr. 20, 2023, 1:16 p.m. | Published: Feb. 09, 2023, 12:00 p.m.




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
THIRD PLACE

Ted Sherman

Death at Berth 18: Why Did 2
Firefighters Die in Ship Fire that
Looked So Routine?

‘We can’t find our way
out...’

Special investigation: Why did 2 firefighters die in a ship fire that
looked so routine?

NJPA



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Jelani Gibson

Inside First Black Woman-Owned
Legal Weed Store; Is Democratic
Chair Infuencing Who Can Sell
Weed?; Corruption, Backroom
Deals, Politics Mire Weed Rollout

Corruption, backroom
deals, local politics mire
N.]J.’s legal weed rollout,

businesses say

NJPA




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Governor Murphy has the members of the liquor
News Column lobby crying in their beer | Mulshine

I H I R D P I AC E Updated: Sep. 14, 2023, 6:51 a.m. | Published: Sep. 14, 2023, 6:50 a.m.

Paul Mulshine

Republicans Should Have Listened
to Buffett; Murphy has Member of
Liquor Lobby Crying in Beer; Traffic
in London is Hell on Wheels




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

G overnment She was a federal officer wrongfully in prison on
Writi ng Portfolio a gun charge. Now she is going back to work
behind bars.
T H I R D P LAC E Updated: Mar. 06, 2023, 7:54 p.m. | Published: Mar. 06, 2023, 7:30 a.m

S.P. Sullivan

Parole Officer Fled Cops at 100

mph; Federal Officer Going Back

to Work Behind Bars; Facebook
Fighting Requests by Police




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Keith Sargeant

Sick Puppies, Healthy Profits;
A Culture of Silence;
The Day | Died

A culture of silence

A predator coached at 8 N.]. schools after being fired for sexual
misconduct. Why wasn’t he stopped?

NJPA



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Year
Journalist
SECOND PLACE

Corey Annan

Meet new Brunswick’s Blind
Sprinter; Fighting to Make Women’s
Football Succeed; Young
Carpenters Can Help Build Future

Meet New Brunswick’s blind sprinter, who is
now an astounding 2-sport athlete

Updated: Oct. 07, 2023, 1:53 a.m. I Published: Jun. 01, 2023, 7:30 p.m.




2023

Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Headlines
SECOND PLACE

Phil Cornell

Odor in Court; SAT Tests are ...;
Mural’s Condition Improving
After Hospital Performs Art

Transplant

Al4 THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 2023

U.S. OPEN

THE STAR-LEDGER, AFFILIATED WITH NJ.COM

Odor in the court: Pot aroma wafts over tennis tourney site

Players, spectators say outpost

bordering Corona Park “smells

»

like Snoop Dogg’s living room.

James Martinez Associated Press

It’s become a stink at the U.S. Open: a
pungent marijuana smell that wafted over
an outer court, clouded the concentra-
tion of one of the world’s top players and
left the impression there’s no place left to
escape the unofficial scent of the city.

While the exact source of the smell
remained a mystery Tuesday, one thing
was clear: Court 17, where eighth-seeded
Maria Sakkari complained about an over-
whelming whiff of pot during her first-
round loss, has become notorious among
players in recent years for its distinctive,
unmistakable odor.

“Court 17 definitely smells like Snoop
Dogg’s living room,” said Alexander
Zverev, the tournament’s 12th-seeded man
who won his opening match on the court
Tuesday. “Oh my God, it’s everywhere. The
whole court smells like weed.”

Stung by stories in the wake of Sakkari’s
match Monday that made it appear the
U.S. Open’s stands are the sporting equiv-
alent of a Phish concert, the United States
Tennis Association conducted its own

4

Aleksandar Vukic, of Australia, returns a shot to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, at the U.S. Open Tuesday. John Minchillo, Associated Press

investigation, of sorts, to weed out the
source of the smell.

Spokesman Chris Widmaier said the
USTA questioned officials and reviewed
video of the midday match and found “no
evidence” anyone was smoking pot in the
stands of Court 17, leading to speculation
it may have come from Corona Park just
outside the gates of the intimate stadium
court.

He may not be just blowing smoke.
Sakkari herself suggested just that when
she complained to the chair umpire while
up 4-1in the first set: “The smell, oh my

gosh. I think it’s from the park.”

After her 6-4, 6-4 loss to Rebeka Masa-
rova, Sakkari told reporters: “Sometimes
you smell food, sometimes you smell ciga-
rettes, sometimes you smell weed. I mean,
it’s something we cannot control, because
we’re in an open space. There’s a park
behind. People can do whatever they want.”

Flushing Meadows security staffer
Ricardo Rojas, who was working the gate
outside Court 17 on Monday, said he took
a break in the park around the time of
Sakkari’s match and “there was definitely
a pot smell going on.” But he noted that
while he enforces a strict no-smoking

Other players in past years have com-
plained about the pot smells emanat-
ing from Court 17, a 2,500-seat arena that
opened in 2011 in the extreme southwest
corner of the complex with little buffer to
the park.

Wimbledon champion Marketa Von-
drousova, who easily won her match on
Court17 on Tuesday, told a similar story: "1
smelled it actually today also. You smell it
alot. I think it’s just Court 17. That court is
so far away, it’s almost in the park. I think
it'scoming from the park.”

Sakkari, a semifinalist at the U.S. Open
two years ago, said the smell didn't affect



2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Derek Hall

The Long Pour; Corporate
Giants in Line for Big Tac
Breaks; N.J. has More Remote
Workers Than Most States

The Long Pour

Inside the controversia

1 booze battle shaping the future of N.].’s

NJPA




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing Falling through the cracks

Po rtfo I i o A single mother and her young son are losing their N.]J. home. No
one seems to care.
SECOND PLACE Wi/l ||is

Spencer Kent

: -;._WU|||||}\‘I\\‘

—] =

,.\

The Stranger in the Mirror;
Keeping Mike Alive; Falling
Through the Cracks




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Joe Zedalis

Shocking Study Shows HS Team
Wrestling in Trouble; Girls Flag
Football Exploding; Pitching
Injuries on the Rise

As tournament opens, our shocking study
shows N.]. HS team wrestling is in trouble

Updated: Dec. 06, 2023, 10:49 a.m. | Published: Feb. 06, 2023, 10:37 a.m.




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Steve Politi

Livvy Inc.; ‘Nobody Expected
Him to Live this Long’; The Wild
Story of a Yankees Legend’s
Long-Forgotten Country Song

Livvy, Inc.

N.J. gymnast Olivia Dunne is leading a revolution in co

athletics, one viral TikTok video at a time

llege




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
Reporting
SECOND PLACE

Spencer Kent

The Stranger in the Mirror




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

N.J. promised to change

First Amendment e peciaes police
shootings. Critics say it

SECOND PLACE isn’t Workin.

Riley Yates, S.P. Sullivan,
Kevin Shea, Deion Johnson

N.J. Promised to Change How it
Probes Police Shootings —
Critics Say it isn’t Working



2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment,
Lifestyle Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Karim Shamsi-Basha

My First Baseball Game After 40
Years in America; Father’s
Ancient Pocket Watch and

Secret to Life; Dishes to Dreams

Dishes and dreams

For Arab American families living in N.J., home cooking means so
much more
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Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Portraits of a Crisis
Public Service Acryforhelp
FIRST PLACE ST S
Adam Clark

Portraits of a Crisis



2023

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment
FIRST PLACE

Dave D’Alessandro

ur Secretive Government Keeps
Breaking the Law; Strategy for
Mentally Il Should Not Involve
Shooting Them; Don’t Let Your
Babies Grow Up to be Cowboys

EDITORIAL

Your secretive government
keeps breaking the law
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2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise When Tasers fail
Re po rti n g The stun guns are failing I::r.ececz.s. The cost? Lives, futures,
FIRST PLACE

Rebecca Everett

When Tasers Fail




2023 Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Amendment
FIRST PLACE

Riley Yates,
Steve Strunsky

Big Retirement Payouts Cost
$76M: Parti-time Officials, Full-
time Perks; Towns Quietly Paid

$78M to Settle Suits Against Cops

Part-time officials, full-
time perks

Some N.]J. towns skirt the law and taxpayers foot the bill.




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment, ailer pe
Lifestyle Portfolio A
FIRST PLACE —

Peter Genovese

Trailer Park Heaven; Welcome
to Paradise: Luncheonette
Celebrates 100th Anniversary




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Jake Aferiat

Inside East Side Wrestling’s Fight to
be Taken Seriously; Davenport
Makes History; North Hunterdon’s
Next Wrestling Coach: Inside Look

Inside Newark East Side wrestling’s fight to be
taken seriously

Updated: Feb. 24, 2023, 5:32 p.m. | Published: Feb. 24, 2023, 5:30 p.m.
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Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Specialty Writin
P y . g ‘They’re just predators.” How brokers make big
Portfolio money off people seeking addiction treatment.

FI R S I P I A‘ E Updated: Dec. 08, 2023, 8:00 a.m. | Published: Dec. 06, 2023, 8:04 a.m.

Karin Price Mueller

We Made 150 Calls to Helplines;
‘They’re Just Predators’; Here’s
How | Saved $360 a Year




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Column
FIRST PLACE

Steve Politi

Rodgers’ Injury is Proof Jets are
Cursed; Pacheco Makes Super
Bowl History for Rutgers; ‘Not
Bad for a Bunch of Nerds’

Aaron Rodgers’ injury is proof: The Jets are
hopelessly cursed | Politi

Updated: Sep. 12, 2023, 9:49 a.m. | Published: Sep. 12, 2023, 7:03 a.m.
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Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing Death at the Racetrack
P O rtfo I | o Racehorses in New Jersey are dying at an alarming rate. What's

FIRST PLACE

Kevin Armstrong

Death at the Racetrack:
Name, Image and Mustache;
Ghanaian Grace

NJPA
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PRIZE
TIME!!
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GENERAL
EXCELLENC




2023 Better Newspaper Contest NJPA

Get Ready for the Big Finale!

General Excellence Criteria

The General Excellence winner is awarded according to which
newspaper receives the highest cumulative total for first-, second- and
third-place awards in all categories, including photography.

First place earns three points. Second place receives two points.
Third place gets one point.

The newspaper with the most cumulative points in each division
wins the award. For dailies, two General Excellence winners are
awarded — one in each circulation division.
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GENERAL
EXCELLENCE

Weekly
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EXCELLENCE | = 1st

Weekly

The SandPaper
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GENERAL
EXCELLENCE

Daily — Under 15,000
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GENERAL | .
EXCELLENCE ?

Daily — Under 15,000

The Jersey

1anirmal
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GENERAL
EXCELLENCE

Daily — Over 15,000
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GENERAL
EXCELLENCE

Daily — Over 15,000

The Star-Ledger



Thank You
For Coming!
See You Next Year!




